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Reporting: Small Weeklies

® Honorable Mention

® Central McLean News-Journal

Staying home instead
Staff

® Third Place
= Hettinger, Adams County Record
Multi-county grass fire burns 19,400 acres
Frank Turner
® Second Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Making RAD changes to rural grocery shopping
Allison Olimb




Reporting: Small Weeklies

Wind whips area, local firefighter
help with blaze

LUANN DART
Far the Herald

Ciinle-Forge winids
baffeted Hething

business in New England
and sending frefighters to
help o neighboning com-
munity bartle 2 raging
orassfine

With & 92-mike-un
hour wind gust record-
ed in Hettinger County
by the Natonal Wil
Service Wednesdy eve-
ming_ Jan. 13,0 tin roof on
The Hub in New England
peeled off the huilding
and other minor dom

y ey ndght
and Thuesdny  morming,
Jun. 14 And the Mo and
Regent fire departments
responded 1o assist with o
g prassfire northwest
of Lemmon in Adoms
County lan 14 A Regent
firefighter was  injured
fighting ihe e

Building damaged

At around 430 pm
Jan 13, the tin portion of
the roof of The Hub blew
off. knocking n gas pump
o the ground and hitting &
light poke

It povled ® like o
sarding can, just rofled
it rnight  wp”  pwner
Chrs Firterer descnbed
“Thankfully, nebody wis
by ihe pas pumps or on
the street. That could have
been worse, but nobody
ot hurt

The Mew England
Fire Department assisi-
od with tralfic contrsl as
Schwarte  Construction
browught a loader w0 re-
move the tin from the
streed. o pob completed m
sbout 10 mimutes. Fitierer
suid

The pump was re-
paired that evening and
everyihing was cleaned
up by Sam the next day,
Filterer said. He expecied
e roof to e repaired by
fhe end of this week

An overhang on the
Eide in Mot was also
domaged v the wind.
Mo other major damage
wass repirted m the coun-
1. acoording 1o Hetlinger

County Emergency Man-
ager Tracy  Koruger, bt
residents reported  fence
and shingle damage as
well

Batiling i blaze

At4.33 pm Jin. 14,
the Lemmon Fire Depart-
ment responded 0 & re-
port of o major grassfire
nornthwest of Lemmmon in
Adams County. At the
time, sustained winds of
30 1o 40 miles an hour
were being recorded i the
Lemmon Municipal Aw-
por‘ l'\\“"i"‘ll toa press.
release from the Lemmon
Fire Department

By 83 pom, the
Moat and Regem fire de-
partments had been sum-
moned 1o belp Twen-
ty-live departments from
South Dakota and North
Dokots battled the fire,
pushed by strong winds.
The fire traveled more
than 20 mikes and was 4
mibes wide a1 one point
The front blare rose up.
wiird of 20 1o 30 Feet

The fire peogressed
thrsmiggh apprasimate-

Iy 19 Farms and ranches
amd bumed on estimaed
200000 acres, according
fo the Lemmon Fire De-
panment  No  occupied
residential structures were
lost. The fire's southerly
progression was stopped
ol the Grand River al
11:04 pm. 12 miles soath
of Lemmon, the press re-
lease staed

The Mot Fire Depart-
menl fesponded with liree
grass nigs and 10 firefight
ers, and the Regenl Fire
Dpartment seni sis ngs
and 15 firefigheers.

“When we lefi Mo,
vou could soe the gl
from the four-way stop
sigh. So, vou knew it was
a big fire,” suid Mot Fire
Chief Tray Mosbracker.

“It owas somethng
vou don’t wont o see
All we saw was fire for
miles,” he susd, Towas
moving  fast. A lot of
wmes, you couldn't see
where vou were poing,
with the smoke and the
embers. Then you're dnv
ing and you see all thise

trees o fire and bales on
Fire: 11's just craey
The Mot Fire De-
partment returied al about
11:30
Fire  Chief
Scont Schenck sad his
department responded ot
about 5-30 pm. and be re-
temed at 2230 om
‘Lot of smoke, lot of
fire. Where | was at, the
fire was pretty low, but
et
ty quick,” he desoribed
“With the wind blowing
a o 11 Was just
fighting up again, 50 you
fighing the same
[ige cver and over ogain ™
A Regent fircfighter
was injured while fizhting
the fire, sulletin frac-
nsmed bone and
kneecap, according 1o
Schenck. He was treated
ond released at the Het-
timger hospital. The Lem-
mon  Fire  Department
reported  thar two  fire-
fighters were injured mnd
received medieal altention
ut the West River Region
l Medical Centes

@ First Place

= New England,
Hettinger County Herald

Wind whips area, local
firefighters help with blaze

Luann Dart




___ Reporting: Mid-Size Weeklies __.

@ Third Place

= Harvey, The Herald Press
Firestorm
Anne Ehni

@ Second Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Affordable units in jeopardy
Jacob Orledge




___ Reporting: Mid-Size Weeklies __.

@ First Place

®* Rugby, Pierce County Tribune

of cattle from drought-stricken Rugby Livestock Auction sees
flood of cattle from drought

terrlto
ry Sue Sitter

Rugby Livestock Auction sees flood

EySueSitter-| Jul3 202

Auctioneer Mike Ostrem opens bidding on a cow-calf pair at the Rugby Livestock Audtion June
28, Sue Sitter/PCT




Reporting: Large Weeklies

© Honorable Mention

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

Alexander grad plays role in cloning
of black-footed ferret

Neal A. Shipman
© Third Place

= Garrison, McLean County Independent
This is only a test
James C. Falcon

@ Second Place

= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Battling back from near fatal accident
Ashleigh Plemper




' Large Weeklies

@ First Place

mt_.hriilr;gsehcme _ u Cl’OSby, The Journal
permanently

nseptemer [ g Closure announcement stuns
Cecile Wehrman

ALt
paradis med

See Inside:

Cormmuniey igacts

seey dltit v
ot

s .
luim astimsten. 5yt 5n
1 fiva




__.Reporting: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Honorable Mention
= Jamestown Sun

Reward offered for information
about large-scale cattle death case

Masaki Ova
@ Third Place

= Jamestown Sun
Memorial dedicated to Cody Holte
Kathy Steiner

@ Second Place

® Dickinson Press

Woman drops excessive force claim,
pleads guilty

Jackie Jahfetson




Reporting: Small Multi-Dailies

@ First Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Red River Basin grapples
with phosphorus flux

—— Audra Anderson

o tha primary pord-ire, th ¥ pord to sit for 180
days. Inset at bothom left. an aenal view of the algal blooms in Lake Winnipeg Canada.

Red River Basin grapples
with phosphorus flux

(ities, agriculture, natural events contribute to excessive levels of nutrient

Editor's Note: Dalty News
and Mews Monitors four-

INFRASTRUCTURE

Y A BT AT FRSON - BRET HEWS Mirmesots  manich
are part of the Red

Sept. 14; Last week's Part 2
Digghighits the lraman -
wices wing of Wilkia County
and the diverse resources
ey offér those inneed.

e
agemet Witk the

1 PRASTRCTRNE PAGE b4




... [reporting: Large Mu ti-Dailies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Bismarck Tribune
ND faces record drug deaths
Jack Dura

? Third Place
= Grand Forks Herald

Emplovees, surveys question Mayville State
University culture

Sam Easter
@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Questionable business plans
Patrick Springer




Reporting: Large Multi-Dailies

@ First Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Not a mistake vou're allowed to make

April Baumgarten

‘Not a mistake you're allowed to make’

2 Fargo deaths prompt questions about state oversight of memory care facilities

By April Baumgarten
abaumgarten@forumcomm.com

Fargo

n 2019, a man died after
I being punched at a Fargo

memory care facility. About
19 months later, another
resident at the same facility
walked through a gate that
was left unlocked before he
was found dead two weeks
later about a block away.

These two deaths that
sparked police investigations
are detailed in law
enforcement reports obtained
by The Forum, but the facility
and North Dakota officials
have balked at publicly
discussing what changes have
been implemented to prevent
future deaths.

Documents obtained from

the Fargo Police
Department
through a
public records
request shed
light on how
o S| 80-year-old
McKinnon resident Robert
McKinnon
walked away from Maple
View Memory Care in early
October, and how he was
found Oct. 13 in a vacant
office building. The records
also indicate McKinnon,
who had dementia, was a
known risk for eloping, with
previous escapes from that
facility and another Fargo
center.
McKinnon's death was
the second connected to
Maple View that police have

investigated since 2019.

In the other fatal case,
Michael Lyman punched
84-year-old Donard Thue
Jr. on March 29, 2019, at
the facility. Thue was not
immediately taken to a
hospital, according to police
reports.

investigations by state
agencies and why facilities
are not required to report
elopements.

Memory care facilities are
paid to keep residents safe
and to prevent elopements,
said Mark Kosieradzki, a
Plymouth, Minn., attorney

Thue, who woke up the next who specializes in cases

morning but was later found
unresponsive, died April 3,
2019. Lyman died several
months later at age 70.

The two cases raise
questions about how the
state oversees memory
care facilities and how well
officials enforce regulations
meant to prevent unnatural
deaths. One expert has
asked why walkaways
don’t automatically trigger

involving nursing home
neglect and abuse. Leaving
a gate unlocked is an
unacceptable mistake, he
said.

“For people who are
elopement risks, it’s just not
a mistake you're allowed to
make,” he said, calling the
mistake preventable. “The
stakes are too high.”

DEATH: Page A10
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Reporting Series: Small Weeklies

First Place

= Hankinson,

Willein Courtly

FAMILY SERVI CE

Witkin County Family Ser

ldge,

Infrastructure
isn't just roads

Ediitor's Note: Daly Mews
and News Manior's four-
part Boint of View sariss this
month is faking a closer fook
&t focal and regional infra-
shructure needs, Each Tuesa'ay
we'll feztire & differant epact
of what our caommunities
mand, including had infra-
sructure sweh as soads and
Bridpes, slang with the hu-
mann franework and support
sarvices.

Sept, 7 Part | toak a closer
ook &t L i

.
.

J7loint c
INFRASTRUCTURE

Y BOHERTWANER - KEWS NORITOR
beahmlbpeldien o0

Armunassuming, ane story huilding sits quistly an the
corner of Mendenhall Avenoe and Fourth Sireet North in
Hreckenridge, Minnesola, nestied be ataall lowwn
church, 3 postal of 1alocal grovery store:

Miiny years ago il was home o Wilkin County Law

CONSLATETS.

Sapat, 14 Today’s Part 2 igh-
lights the Auman seruices
wing of Wilkin County and the
diveras resawces thay offar
those in nead,

Sept, 2t Part 3 faks at

E el Center. The unit has since transferred hands,
hibe ining a hel ping hand 2 peralingarm of the
Wilkin Connty Family Services Agoncy,
During trying times as a freslance journalist,  reached
ool b P 1y sy for sdvice and seistan:
oerasions When it e o obiaining and
health insurance. or making sure families can put food
the fahle, family services is o no-jodgenent zone that nssis
andivi e famiikies i el g on bheir
Fect in Wilkin County, Minnesota

parmitand haw it refates to
Laka Winnipeg, Canads,

Sept. 287 Pavt 4 eramines
wihere money for counties in
the Prairle Dog 8ilf ended up
and how Richiand County s
coping.

Family services helps with o variety of aid inchading the
51 | Nutritsonal SNAF
health insurance placement, eiderly assistancs and chemi-
cal dependency services

W ot bose o focas. Owar whele poi |
ple” Human Sesvices Director Duvid Sayler said yone
goes through difficult times nnd has chalbenges, that's why
w v fami by services agency, 1o provide assistance o
thens when they're tryvingio become whfsufficint. Wiy
would you not want a social safely et inwhich people can
et the assistance they need when something unexpected

sitpoviraEa |

News Monitor

Infrastructure series

Robert Wanek Jr.,
Frank Stanko,
Tris Anderson,
Audra Anderson




___Reporting Series: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Third Place

= New Rockford Transcript
NR-S vs. East Central Special Education
Nathan Price

@ Second Place

®* Tioga Tribune

Sons of Liberty activists organize
to shake up ND status quo

Jacob Orledge




orting Series: Mid-Size Weekli

@ First Place

= New Rockford Transcript

Genre fire
Amy Wobbema

Genre family home destroyed by fire

oy Walshema
March 14, Kristie Geore woke to the spell
¢ lighiedsleper v the
b v {lretjcetled awabe o the
il in the garage. whers the fire vtaried Hus
oS0 am

Thy grviblod thwetr avn Finhes, and ran ont of the home, e in nothing men:
1 et e hid woem to sleep [ nied and atraid, Piber w
dered back it the bouse booking o his beather X

a friernt s barsar thal night, Erintie free

Juams that L Trcthes v maf. She, w0, add bren s sbans Huler,
even though che wvew be was not at bome.

cr for nearty o bl
e, Fyoes s g thiems - .
amd pers wander if e could bave smved amyihing if be hod mied, “Te's so
trunatie fha o cnn' think, * e said. A% the time, his mind v pondering
wehetber fhe hoe coalal b wnrd s abing s lis basly v s
Pieefighters from both 3 enne and Mew Hockiond responded to the blae
ih bore o al howrs, dr e ciy's

[y

e, trmdinusd




Reporting Series: Large Weeklies

® Third Place
= Crosby, The Journal

Nursing home closure and reaction
Cecile Wehrman, Brad Nygaard
® Second Place
® Crosby, The Journal
Divide County vaccine coverage
Cecile Wehrman




Reporting Series: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

® Crosby, The Journal

Documenting the COVID waves
in Divide County

Journal Publishing Staff

Cases and vaccinations rising now

Hospital CEO
expects surge
to continue
for a while

By Cecile Wehrman

Another 16 cases of CO-
VID-19 have been reported in
Divide Count nee press lime
last week, bringing the lotal to
27 new cases since the current
surge began on Sept, 2.

“It's probably been our busi-
est week ever — even more than
last October or November,”
said 5t Luke's Medical Cenler
CEQ Jody Nelson, just for the
pace of people being tested

Ninety-five lests were con-
ducted in Divide County in the
first 10 days of the month.

“We've had a lol of negalives,
also.” said Nelson.

She doesn’t expect positives

ta subside for awhile, though.

See Inside;

school district weighs
parent input, staff ab-
SENCES in Virus
decisions i i

“Our county is the second
worst for population in the
state,” Nelson said Friday. "We
feel IU's not going to be a short
wave, just because the delta
(variant} is so much more con-
Tagio

As of Saturday, only Mcln-
tosh County had a higher per-
centage of infection per 10,000
people. By Tuesday, Divide's
rate of infection had dropped
to ni place in the state, with
a total of 13 active cases.

Al the same time, vaccina-
tions are increasing, but not
nearly fast enough,

“Yeah, we're gelling more
and more every week,” sald
Divide County Public Health

Nurse Juliet Artman, many of
themn, younger people.

Mvide County's fully vacci-
nated rate last week increased
o 348 percent, with the
percentage of fully vaccinated
teens and young adults sel
to increase between 3 and 5
percent by the lime those gel-
ting first doses now are (ully
vaccinated in a few weeks.

“I'm really happy,” with the
interest, said Artman. *It’s too
bad it didi’l happen earlier, We
eonld have mayhe swayed this
oulbreak that's ocourring ”

While the strides are posi-
tive, only about 1522 percent
of residents under the age of
2% are fully vaccinated. Mean-
while, the rates of vaccination
for folks age 60-T9 is belween
T6.6 and 83.9 percent.

Artman is also hearing [rom
more people asking about
svmploms.

“I'm just encouraging them
to get tested,” said Artman.

Different this go round

Even though case counts are

high in this wave, one differ-
ence — al least so far - is no
hospitalizations, said Nelson.

People who meel certain
criteria, including anyone over
age 63 igible to receive
moneclonal antibody treat-
ments, which Nelson credits
with helping people stay oul
of the hospital. But that also
means hospital staff gowning
up in (ull protective gear to
administer the treatments.

Another difference this time
around is thal St. Luke’s is not
having to deal with a separate
campus with a different set of
rules for longterm care resi-
dents,

Because of the outbreak,
31, Lukes was unable to mark
wilhoul ceremony the official
closure of the nursing home on
Sepl. 5, but Nelson reported
the nine residents now Hving
al the hospilal wealhered the
transition well.

“It’s kind of fun down in that
hallway now,” she said.

(See COVID, Page 5)




___Reporting Series: Small Multi-Dailies

© Honorable Mention

= Jamestown Sun

Mining cryptocurrency
Masaki Ova

@ Third Place
= Williston Herald

Salt cavern propane storage
opens up opportunity

Renee Jean
@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun

Early and long: Series
on the rural fire department

Keith Norman
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? First Place
a0 THEN <&ve SEPTEMBER! " Jamestown Sun

Ave Maria Village staff recall fighting pandemic And then came September
Kathy Steiner
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© Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Great resignation series

Tammy Swift, Laura Butterbrodt, Sam Easter,
Mark Wasson, Jeff Kiger, Alex Derosier,
Matthew Stolle

® Third Place

®* Grand Forks Herald
On the border: Northwest Angle struggles

Ann Bailey, Brad Dokken, Korrie Wenzel,
Ingrid Harbo

® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
System under stress
Patrick Springer




Reporting Series
;

: Large Multi-Dail

IN PLAIN SIGH

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MIKE MCCLEARY | BISMARCK TRIBUNE

Area organizations
step up 1o serve an
‘unprecedentad need’

Pl om MUNGER, e €4 3

5 in Fabruar

First Place

= Bismarck Tribune
Hunger in Plain Sight
Mike McCleary
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___ Feature Reporting: Small Weeklies

® Honorable Mention

= Elgin, Grant County News
Dancing with bulls
Luann Dart

@ Third Place

= Central McLean News-Journal
Brightening up downtown
Alyssa Meier

® Second Place
= Central McLean News-Journal

Tapping into nature
Staff




Feature Reporting: Small Weeklies

@ First Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Park River photographer shares his story
after vears of sharing others

Allison Olimb

Park River photographer shares his
story after a hfetlme of sharing others

By Allison Olimb
of The Press

PARK RIVFR. N.D. — “Some
pictures | have that are in my head .
. D't tuke but wish | had and then
s the years go by, that picture that |
diddnt take becomes better and betser™

Bill Alkofer still sees the world m
frames, even ifhe can’t hold a cam-
era anymore. Bill is a photojoumal-
st by trade. His life is a collection of
stortes — from the ones that he was
assigned 1o the ones he found him-
self called to tell. His ALS diagnosis
caused his early retirement, but not
befone making sure that he added a
few more stogies to his portfolio,

His dad's story was one of those,
as is his own.

Bill's story began in the offices of
the Walsh County Press in Park
River as a kid working after school
for Flenry Kelly. He worked type-
setting and then some, Ehoto; Larry B
i was where he discovered g pove: Bill Alkofer learmed a fot of valuable lessons from his dad, Ray. Bill said he always wore a tie on the

' job because of him. Ray worked for the telephone company and had to go to the Stanley R. Mickelsen

Alkofer Safeguard Complex by Nekoma. Bill said they would make him wait and wait. One day he wore “black pants,

Cont. pa 2 shiny black shoes, white shirt, black tie, hat, clipboard, and he just walked in, just walked right through.
ge ... And so he said, ‘Bl if | can get to a nuclear facility just because | wore a tie, you can get anywhere.”




Feature Reporting: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Honorable Mention

= Napoleon Homestead

Abandoned Cemetery Spikes Interest
Jessica F Wald
® Third Place

= Minnewaukan, Benson County Farmers Press
Deb Bertsch milestone
Sue Klemetsrud
® Second Place
= Hillsboro Banner
Small-town salute
Cory Erickson




Feature Reporting: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ First Place

= Harvey, The Herald Press
Chasing Sophie
Neil O. Nelson

feud Inisbory, mamy
» Hary e

PDP Chost Chisers
Dayne Sewand, Paula
Teske and Preston Teske

Shadows, everywhere
She ik

P
vesiddent ghost at the Harvey
Public Library.

ihiele sammes, ot “prety damn

o trovble, said Paula,
i

o
as fun,” sald Paula. “Ws
Te's bevn bools ay's i little b

ed of s




- Feature Reporting: Large Weeklies

® Third Place

= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Bringing Images to life
Jan Russell

® Second Place

= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

A dream comes true
Neal A. Shipman




Feature Reporting: Large Weeklies

® First Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
'You got it, Chief"
Chelsea Wysocki

HUNTINGTON'S DISEASE

What is ton's disease? Who can get Huntington's diseasa?
: ; Every child of a parent with HD ha

oh i Chelma | Wytecki
Magan Oscuwdsi admiras har faverita phota of har and har dad, who passad away from
Huntington's disaase in 2013 Bafore Oscwski's childhood was turnad upsda down with har
dad's dagnasls, the was abla to make many memceiss with him spant fishing — somatimas
awvan raaling in more fish than him

Osowski shares how losing
her dad to Huntington's disease
shaped her future

BY CHELsEa J. Wrsock)

FARTON—Magan Oowsld grew up with
a childhood full of memaie Ashing with

her parents and Hstening to oldies wit
Tt dad, Tim, on a surtaasnd seand system
e wired haml in ther garage. He was
w elecuician, an avid outdoorsman
and although the was an only chld, the

rememberehor dad Bang akd o hoart.

My mom weudd |oice that the had twokids alotof
the tznes, " rd Okl “She would have Monday
ripht meetngs £o dad wat in charge. Shatd have &

Megan Qsewski may net have her dad along Crock-Pot meal all ant up for us but after the et

side har or be able 1w hear his voice, but

thanks to o gift from her mom o few years

e o ketp 8 piece of him with

wen tug words. The rin

gt band 15 fae adding Bend and

W ig angraved with ‘you got i, Chief — an

unexplained nickname he had for Megan
and & phrase be wsed countes tmes

dad and | would run to Denny's and pick up tong

of junk food and hideit in the cabinets

o Marday thinp, Hewas sofun, nd and g

AP just mune yirs ald, Mogan's life was tumed

upside down a3 her Aunqiovng dad was diagnosed

witlh Huritissglon's disesse (HD) — 4 rge, gmitic

bean disarder which pradualy ks nerue calls in
. Syenptoas of HD ane doscribiod 28 haurg
WEKI ors petge A- 10




Feature Reporting: Small Multi-Dailies

©® Honorable Mention

= Dickinson Press

Dickinson teen saves a life
James B. Miller, Jr.
@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Suicide survivors share their
stories of love, remembrance

Frank Stanko
® Second Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News
Vietnam pilot reunited with former aircraft
Audra Anderson




~ Feature Reporting:

@ First Place

= Dickinson Press

Couple's love story tied to
classic car collection

Jackie Jahfetson

Couple’s love story tied
to classic car collection

Mare than 100 cors, projects, memorabilia
and rmore will be part of cuction Sept. 18




© Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Ole hangs up the overalls

Eric Peterson

@ Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
It's about softballs
C.S. Hagen

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
'The last place on earth'
Adam Willis




eature Reporting: Large Multi-Dailies

? First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
Baby's nearly 4 £ ' A\ ' ) I Of FarQO-MOOIhead

fatal fight with A . )
COVID-19 ONT

e [ %, . g Baby's nearly fatal fight
risk to children :

oz O NG/ with COVID-19

Adam Willis

Tha Fosum

T B N Y signals new risk

over and over in
Gabby Glazer's

i, U Jeremy Turley,

I-week-old son to find

his recently rosy face ¢ ’ . P i - -

has turned blue. She ) A |

: LA : - Adam Willis
his eyes are darting back  [EEESS [ ¢ - S r/

and lorth, ¢

"That's when we
knew something was
really wrong," Glazer
sakd.

The 1 -year-old first-
time mother didn't
completely lose her
composire until blood
started fewing (rom the
nose of little Thomas
Goedeck IV on the
wiry to the hospital in
Watfard Clty,

#As soom as the
«child arrived at the
EIErEENCY FOOIT O
Friday morning, Sepl
3, a team of about
10 medical providers
rushed to his aid, Dr,
Maria Marchenko, a
pediatrician who does
not normally work in
the ER, immediately
took over dual roles,
directing the staff
responae while
managing ventilation
for the tiny patient,
rhythmically squeexing
a plastic bag to keep Special 49 The Foram
oxygen flowing into NS gh0mas Goedeck IV breathes with the help of a ventitator in a hosgpital bed at the University of Minbesota
lungs. (Due to health  yagonic Children's Hospital In Minneapolis on Wednesday. The S-week-old baby fram Watford City, North
BABY: Page A5 Diakata, barely suvived o severs case of COVIDAS
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Feature Reporting Series: Small Weeklies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Hettinger, Adams County Record
122 Years of Service
Frank Turner

@ Third Place

" New Town News
Powwouws return to Fort Berthold
Jerry Kram
® Second Place
= New England, Hettinger County Herald
Young farmers and ranchers series
Luann Dart
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¥iehl of Gorm i fier

Farmers anxious to
get in field

Ever in a drought, wet weather can delay planiing

Editar’s nota: in April-
May we are publish-
ing a fatir-part serfes
on agniculture and the
lifacycia of crops. Fach
Tuesday edition of
Dally News and Naws
Manitor will feature &
differant part of the
growing and harvesting

Process,
April 27: Part | Looks at
tre seed and planting
process al the start of
e growing season.
May 4. In Part 2 we fea-
ture the growing stage
of crops grown in our
area.

May 1t Part 3 foctses
on harvesting crops
and the movemeant
fresm fald to elevatar,
May 18: Part 4 takes a
ook at where the crops
grown fars end up.

Ej'fgint

AGRICULTLURE

B ALSTIMEEACE . AFWEMOMTDR
AR T

Phamting semson will soon be underwmy b S
Tt e g are leraty of crofes b b rown this
s, A o s of warmn weather this spring
proviced o s Tie Earmers. Aceoring o e USDa®s

4 v Were 5 5L
fiv iedctwerk S g wordk enwding Ayl 12. On averizn
Prodkmeers bogan faldwack o Al 15,

Now {lal e Al shower s liave offlcgally kicked n,
e will be niansgue poar of growing assens soeds s
alveary o dhe growme,

Dring r

season, the soll should be s
.‘ildﬂ:rl- Birlin Zhingarich, Ne thTkl'lwrl
feata linin 0 AZRIT (07 i ansom Coun:

“WWhear b soll trmperaturs drogs back down b 5 de
s, e e Just afts e atd dossan e o ueiytlsing
ho mikl.

dmprlch s the soeds don't reprodues

; 5t i

a the
farmers. togn out imo the felds and stan pvor amin,
whilch cam sl @ bot of ghino sndd oxponsse,

I EOTNEL AOWIRG Vedn, S8edd SERES L0 o Ly
o e antinz of
My mer the wrather allnws, For the skt deeeinp,
all crops At jeains woukd take fve o seven days,
uulh it ol eakie s e b 1 dags or other criga .
At in
Melbsa Say b, Extenshm agent for North Dokoea

G2 AGRIALTURE 7012

@ First Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor

Agriculture series

Frank Stanko,
Audra Anderson,
Tris Anderson,
Justin Pierce
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@ Third Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Holiday Spotlight
Jacob Orledge
® Second Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Twin City
Erik Gjovik
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= Hillsboro Banner

Where are they now?
Cole Short, Cory Erickson
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® Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Giving Hearts
Shaunte Ramos

@ Second Place

= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Covid Series
Jan Russell
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@ First Place

= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Faces of the Patch - Feb. 24, April 14, June 16, Aug. 18
Ashleigh Plemper

Came for the money,
stayed for a better life

Dominiak came to Watford City with no intention of staying, today, he calls it home

By Ashleigh Plemper
Fammer Staff Writer

Nine vears ago in 2012, Rick Do-
miniak moved to Watford City from
Washington to drive a truck for MEL
He came looking to make momney
with no intention of staying perma-
nently.

Today, he and his wife, Kira, say
that Watford City is a place that they
happily call home.

“Yashington didn’t have n whele
lot to offer,” says Dominiak, of his
residence of 15 years.

Though Dominiak indtially moved
to Watford City alone, after his wife
came for a visit, they decided to put
down roots here.

While Thaminial warked hiz fivet

COVID-19." says Dominiak. “Ship-
ping ot worse beeanse of COVID-
AvA

In recent months, rave reviews be-
gan circulating of High RPMs qual-
1ty of work and their fair treatment of
their customers.

“If there’s a way I can shave time
off of a job, then T do* says Domin-
iak. “We try to give people the best
deal we can give them”

As Dominiak has thoroughly en-
joved managing Figh RPM, he says
it will be something he'd prefer to do
all day long. But sometimes, some-
thing has to give.

“We were so busy last week that
it was hard to keep up with work,”
laughed Dominiak. “Now, we're

cameht vn ga thiz weel lanks o Int

with a much different product than
it was before he and his wife moved
i

“Our house 15 full of Pampered
Chef products,” langhs Dominiak.
“I tell Kira our house is tiny and you
need to start getiing rid of some of
this stuff. But she’s quite a go-getter
and when she sets her mind on some-
thing, it's all or nothing.”

While Dominiak has seen a lot of
the ups and downs in the oil industry,
he doesn’t mind seeing Watford City
settle back down,

“¥ou had alot of people with noth-
ing invested and nothing te do. They
were all tramsients that didn’t live
here” he says. “They were out here

to have fun and make monev™

That Dominale believes is what
cansed so many loeal, longtime resi-
dents to be so guarded with the influx
of new residents, Andhe can’t blame

“I would be the same way” he
says. “There’s some good people
here. They don’t ever ask anyone for
nothing.”

As Dominiak has to like
Watford City, he says i's a well
rounded community.

“Tt’s a good town,” says Dominiak,
*“We like it here and my wife likes
it here, We love the fishing and the
hunting and the people. Most of the
loeals are friendly.”

MeElenzie County Farmer, Watord City, WD, Wed,, February 24, 2021, Page 11

HERE TO STAY After moving to Watford City to work in
the oilfield, Rick Dominiak and his wife, Kira, are making Watford
City their permanent home. Dominiak is now emploved as a manager

with High RPM.
iFarmer Phate by Adkhlégh Plemper)




Feature Reporting Series: Small Multi-Daili

SPECIAL TOPICS CLASS

UJ offers course
on blockchain,
cryptocurrency

Masaki Ova
The Jamestown Sun
ebastian Bear has
always been interested
in maney, compiters
and technology and decided
o mine Ethereum - a
decentralized computing
platform with smart contract
capabilities — using his
gaming computer with one
RX 580 graphic card and
made about §200.

Hear said he signed up
for a cryptocurrency and
blockchain course after he
found out the University of
Jamestown was offering the
class this fall.

"It is interesting. ftisa
unbque class becausze the
ecosystem ks always Lhanglng
with cnrpwcurrcn(y sixid
Bear, a junior majoring in
management information
systems.

University of Jamestown
offered a cryptocurrency and
blockehain course as a special
topics class this fall, There
are 15 studen(s in the class
with most belng computer
science and information
technology majors.

"Fifeeen for a starting
class where there was a
short three-sentence course
description and that's all
the students knew about it,"
said Jakab Barnard, assistant
professor in the computer
selence snd technology
department who is teaching
the class. “I thought it was
pretty promising. It means
there is interest in the topic.”

The cryptocurrency and
blackchain course is a
special-topics class, which

LS

Masaki Ova | The Jarmestown Sur
Jakob Bamard talks abaut the cryptocurrency mining maching that was built for & cryplacurrency and blackehain course al University
af Jamestown. Bamnard is an assstant professor n the compuler science and technology department at the university who i
teaching the class.

Is a mechantsm that the blockehain are subjects this new nnd emerging ¥It's blockehain through
university uses to try new that are generating a lot of technalogy,” he said. the fens of cryptocurrency,”
things and sex how they interest among students and Bama Mld having he said,
work, said Chris Redfearn, the general public, he said. “eryptocurrency” and Cryptocurrency is a type
assockate provost and dean of m excited that one of our “blockchain" in the course af dighal money that can be
the undergraduate college at  faculty members has taken name was important because  used for payments or held as
(21 this on as a course to help the class §s not just about

Cryptecurrency and our students to understand Cryptocurrency. COURSE: Page A2

? First Place

= Jamestown Sun

Special topics class /

Cryptocurrency and
blockchain

Masaki Ova




© Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Where are they now?

Tracy Briggs
© Third Place

= Grand Forks Herald

Ambassador Motel deemed unsafe,
residents pushed out

Joe Bowen, Adam Kurtz, Hannah Shirley,
Matt Henson

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Redefining women's work
Tammy Swift
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@ First Place

= Bismarck Tribune
Theodore Roosevelt National Park
Jack Dura

Theodore Roosevelt park

projects to move forward

Peaceful Valley Ranch
work nears completion

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune

MEDORA — Big plans are
ahead for Theodore Roosevelt
National Park this year.

Long-awaited road repairs will
begin to take shape. The $5.5 mil-
lion Peaceful Valley Ranch res-
toration project is expected tobe
complete in the spring.

And the park will be working
closely with the planned Theo-
dore Roosevelt Presidential Li-
brary asthe project moves ahead.
Library organizers in 2020 raised
$100 million for construction,

enabling the project to access a
%50 million state operations en-
dowment approved by the 2019
Legislature.

Last year was a different time
for the park, starting when the
coronavirus pandemic emerged
in North Dakota in March, Vis-
itation boomed, doubling over
the same month in 2019,

But 2020 wvisitation through
November was about 24% behind
2019, which Park Superintendent
Wendy Ross attributes to the
pandemie situation nationwide,
and to a five-week closure in
spring for health and safety rea-
sons and to prepare for summer.

Please see PARK, Page A9

JACK DURA, TRIBUNE
The historic Peaceful Valley Ranch, pictured Dec. 5, 2020, is undergoing
a $5.5 million rehabilitation and stabilization project in Theodore
Roosevelt National Park's South Unit near Medora. Completion is set for
April 2021.
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©® Honorable Mention

= New England, Hettinger County Herald
Mott shares infrastructure needs with public
Luann Dart
© Third Place
® Hettinger, Adams County Record
Bond referendum passes with 83 percent approval
Frank Turner

@ Second Place

= Elgin, Grant County News

Impasse hearing to bring commission recommendation
Luann Dart
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First Place

= Bowbells, Burke County Tribune
Hoeven Visits
Lisa Thomas

Senator Hoeven Visits County to Address Border Security

by LISA THOMAS
ator Jobn Ho-

ucldress & growing
issae for commnities along the
Canndn/United States border
This mecting came to fruition
after Barke County Sheriff Shawn
Hrien recently reachod out fo S

cancem with increase cormrrences
of Momuanian tintiomals being cag-
tured aftes ilbegilly ¢ i
it vt the Dnited Su
Mot Iong after sending the letter,
Sheriff Hrien was comsacted by
Senator Hoeven's staff 10

Senatar Hoeven m
to Bewbells where be met with

the Short Creek Pam irea whe
jist narth of there, Hlegels hove
Lewn nuigratig ko on s prairie

Senattr Hosven was bronght g
ta sperd an the barder sétuatian as
laiw enforcenient fesders walked
bim through » APpening

miking their way
Sates.

Sheritf Brun explained to Sone-
tar Hoeve Tk of munponwer
at the erossings. Enck of barricades

need for more tecknobogy
are just o few things thnt would
wrvantly g

san infarmed S Hloeven,
“Thuse guvs nren't coming ver
the border far pie and fee crean,
they arv criminabs invalved in il

legal nctivity.”

O those wha bive been apgire
hended, all have hed & crimizal
Jakground

vide Conmty Sheriff Sehssder

el the: o for betier
live feed comerss to alert depn
ties whven there bs activity near the
vrussings, which ar Eterally just
wide npen fields and praicie with
orange markens indienting the line
Dt the United States and
Canarda

Patrol sector of law endo

e oy the

States/Mexico border, bander pa-
troal agents have been relocntal to
nsesist nt the southern border,
ing the puribern border wnd
stnffed and vulnersble,

Senator Foeven fistened fntently
tor the concerns of all three sheriff
departments while asking ques-
tions ahout what is the biggest
ihallerge they Face and whi
must pecdedd to improve the sita-
ation wlile taking mpuat from the

ap and surveying the mnen-
fivered crossing

Sheriff Brien emphasied
tluat while they are reparting an

ting by withomt getting canght.”
Senator Hoeven informed the
roups that lse will eske the [nfor-
matian back to Washington T
atnd work om gesting some ns-
istance to help rectify the (hres
Diggest issues the ares is currently
faring with regands el
tianal man eechnology and
Irphoineiting same st af arrier

Burke Connty Sheriff Shawn Brien explains northern border issnes with Senator John Hoeven last week near .‘Hmr.f Creck

Dam.

between the countries.

Sheriff Brien was pleased with

tear f the meeting, “1 everlooked either. Even thongh

mk it went grent.” He ndded, thhene ane amall fonvins i comipari-
hope Senator Hoeven can take this  som Inrger nress, we al 1
to Washington and address the as important.*
ks ” She concluded, “We can'tbe vul-

Bl Comimty eiffioe deputy, /! iy et and we mst
et Sadinas summarioed the is-  be more vigilunt tocuy thon ever.”
sue that the departm ing. Hewven agreed, saying
*Border officers are sent to the

“While the nation’s attent
fowrased om thee aouthern b
we need to ensure the seenrity of
ouur narthern border ay well,”
Hoeven. “Mhe Grand F
er Patrol is respansihle for
ng nearly goo miles of the

morthern border. We appreciale

southem borders o assis. but
hern bondirs shoaldn't be

nnill we sppreciite this opportunity
lww endotcment faces in secur-
g onr porthern border. At the

we'll continae working

e the infrastruchare,
personnel and technology needed
to secuse both our meethern sod
rouithern barders.”
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©® Honorable Mention

= Hillsboro Banner
City leaders holding firm
Michelle McLean

@ Third Place

= New Rockford Transcript
Two bright ideas burn out
Amy Wobbema

@ Second Place

®* Tioga Tribune

City compromises to renew
developer contract for $70,000

Jacob Orledge




@ First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Not another penny
Cole Short

City Commissioner Skager blasts former auditor’s unemployment claim

By COLE SHORT

Hillsboro City Commissioner
Shawn Skager delivered a fiery
response Wednesday to a recent-
ly filed claim for unemployment
insurance benefits by Hillsboro’s
former city auditor.

City officials received noti-
fication from Job Service North
Dakota in a March 19 letter
that former City Auditor Matt
Mutzenberger filed a claim for
unemployment benefits nine
months after he left his job with
the city.

Mutzenberger agreed in July
2020 to a severance agreement
that gave him $21,000 to exit his
job after he had been accused
of unprofessional conduet and
bringing a handgun into his of-
fice at City Hall during his two-
year tenure with the city.

In a letter to Job Service
seeking unemployment benefits,
Mutzenberger said he had been
discharged by the city without
being given a reason.

In addition, he reportedly
said it was his contention that

he had been targeted for termi-
nation and forced to resign prior
to his official departure from the
city July 15, 2020.

City commissioners con-
vened in special session Wednes-
day afternoon to discuss how to
handle the unemployment insur-
ance claim, which could cost the
city $14,482 if approved by Job
Service.

Led by Skager, several com-
missioners took aim at Mutzen-
berger’s request for funds.

“Quite honestly, I'm pissed

off that I'm dealing with M.
Mutzenberger  again,”  said
Skager, a sergeant with the Traill
County Sheriff’s Department.

“1 don’t want to give him an-
other penny.”

Comimissioners spent a por-
tion of Wednesday’s meeting
peppering longtime city attorney
John Juelson about the eligibil-
ity requirements for receiving
unemployment benefits.

CITY
Continued on page 2

NMutzenberger
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® Honorable Mention
= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter

Two Sides to Every Law
Angela Kolden

@ Third Place

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

High claims rate means
higher premiums for county

Neal A. Shipman
® Second Place
= Crosby, The Journal

Council members promise
to address records storage

Cecile Wehrman
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® First Place
® Crosby, The Journal

Law may need a look if court won't clarify rules
Brad Nygaard

Law may need

By Brad Nygaard
Whether counties havete
usean interactive map to post
specific read closure informa-

tionis a questionthat could
beheaded to the North Dakota
Supreme Court — orbecome a
matter for a future legislative
session.

Saying it could have an im-
pactin other counties, Divide
Coumty State's Attorney Sey-
mour Jordan brisfed county
commissieners about his deci-
slon to appeal the decision of a
trial last month, in which fines
totaling $35,500 to two trucking
collpanies were overtumed.

Af the time of the citations
in October 2019, all county and
township roads were restricted
to vehicles over 12,500 pounds
because of excessively wet
conditions, However, a judge
ruled the county had not given
adequate notice of the closure
on awebsite called LoadPass,
aven though it was postedin a
list on the site.

"I think we go above and
beyond what's required," said

Brod Nygaa - The Journal

Currently, the only roadwith a welght restriction is a portion of 104th Street NW, in DeWitt Town ship.

Jordan. 'It's frustrating to me
because people only check the
map and don'tlock anywhere
alse"
\What's LoadPass?
Feunded in 1984 by the West-
em Dakota Energy Association

(WDEA), LoadPass was created
with the ntention of previding
a single point of contact to haul-
ers needing permits to move
overweight or over dimension
loads, on county, township, and
city roads.

The system, at loadpas-
spermnits, com isused as the
unif orm permitting system by
mete than 25 North Dakota
Counties, including Divide and
Williams, as well as by the cities
of Dickineon and Watford City,

according to information on the
LoadFPazs website,

The gite is not owned, man-
agad, or maintained by mem-
bers.

Only a“courtesy”

While public notification of
road clesures onboth a par-
ticular county website and a
uniferm permitting system like
LoadFassis mandated by state
law, there is nething in the law
that specifies how notifications
to the public are made.

LoadPass uses two different
methods of reporting closures —
alisting that canbeupdated by
local officiale like County Road
Bup erintendent Bryan Hauge
noe, and an interactivemap.
Users of LoadPass can also slgn
up te receive notifications by
amail and text.

A disclaimer on the Load-
Pass website reminds users it is
up te driver and companies to
"use whatever resourcas you
nead to make sure you are div-
ing legally"

Trudy Ruland, aMountrail
County commissioner, and

alook if Court won't clarify rules

President of theLoadPass advi-
SOy committes, said using the
site's interactive map might not
always bethe best selution.

'Tt's not always up-to-date,
ezpecially when it comes to
sudden changes like rain," Ru-
land said. 'I'd go to the restric-
tionslist. That comes directly
from thelocal road depart-
ments, townships, and bridge
anginesrs."

Ruland alse said it's quite
possble the disclaimer needs
tobedisplayed more promi-
nently. Currently, the disclaimer
iz located in the "Parmits” sec-
tion.

'Theinformationis kept as
up-te-date as peesible, and the
notification system has a his-
tory of being quite reliable, but
we can't guarantee accuracy,”
the disclaimer reads, in part.
"There is always a chance that
the information we provideis
net correct, 3o please do not
rely on this information alenea"

Huland said getting those no-
tifications sent directly to her

(5ee LAW, Page 7)
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® Third Place
s Williston Herald

Klug announces re-election bid
during State of City Address

Mitch Melberg
@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun
New State Hospital project
Keith Norman
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MENTAL HEALTH

Wilkin

County Jail

full, inmates
struggling with
mental health

Nearly Tin 2indi-
viduals in jail suffer
from previously-
diagnosed mental
illness, DOJ reparts

ETAUDRA ANDERSON - DAILY NEWS

sk adwih petandidyn aw o

The Wilkin County Jail
s at capacity with inmates
charged in the connty, ac
cording to Jail Administra-
tor Dan Miranowski, The
Jail has not been able to
accepl inmates from other
counties, and Miranowski
=aid they even have a wail
list — five people have
called him asking o serve
their time.

Some of Ihe carrent
inmates are under sen

ity of inmates are await
mg conrt dates and trials,
Miranowski said. The jail

L beds, bul the maxi
mim number of beds they
can £l al a time & 1415 10
maintain space for new
inmates, Wilkin County
Sher iff's Office Chief Dep
uty Tony Harris said.

In addition fo a full jail.
Harris said they have had
an influx of mental health
crises and the simation
is only getting worse. It is
typical for there to be one
or two inmates ab a lime
who comment on  their
mental health, ke said. and
two incarcerated md ividu
als have attempted suicide
in 2020 Miranowski has
his =taff working “power
hifts” during inmates ac
tive hours 1o manage the
load.

"I's a continuing
proflem. and [ don’t even
=ee anything in the near
future  thal addresses

SEEIMILERGE AT

@ First Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Wilkin County Jail full,

inmates struggling
with mental health

Audra Anderson




©® Honorable Mention
= Grand Forks Herald

After ticket, GF legislator moved to
restrict UND Police jurisdiction

Joe Bowen, Sydney Mook
® Third Place

= Bismarck Tribune

AG was told Texas election suit likely to fail
Jack Dura

@ Second Place
® Grand Forks Herald

As crowded jail & juvie age,
Grand Forks county plans sales tax push

Sam Easter




By Jeremy Turley
The Forum
Bismarck

orth Dakotans
have historically
taken great pride
in their neighborly
treatment of others,
but two soon-departing
state lawmakers
worry the ideal of

respectfulness implied
in "North Dakota nice®
is starting to break
dovm within the state’s
political arena.

In the span ol a week
last month, Republican
Sen. Nicole Poolman
and Democratic Sen,
Erin Oban anneunced
they will not seck

LI |
N
L |
in
iE
k2
L -
ia
i
[ |

reelection in 2022, Both
Bismarck legislators
cited tosdcity in politics
as one of their reasons
fior retirement.
Poolman and Dban
said they still have
admiration for many
of their colleagues
and declined to name
those they feel have

IBustration by Troy Becker / The Forum

North Dakota nasty

Lawmakers, observers say Peace Garden State politics becoming toxic

recently eroded civility
or sowed division, but a
number of provocative
and offensive social
media posts made by
lawmakers over the last
few years demonstrate a
rise in extreme rhetoric
at the state level, sald
Mike Jacobs, a Grand
Forks Herald colummnist

and longtime political
observer,

In the last three
years, a Minot senator
referred to a Muslim
COTIETEsSWOIman as a
terrorist, a Grand Forks
representative shared a
post comparing former

POLITICS: Page A10

@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

Lawmakers, observers
say Peace Garden
politics becoming toxic

Jeremy Turley
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@ Third Place

® New Town News
Tribal government plans greenhouse
Jerry Kram

® Second Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Concern over Police Station
Allison Olimb
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Answering the call to serve

LUANN DART
For the Herald

(Edivor s nore: This
wt of o series
1 o the work
crringer Conmy
Sherils Oy,

As the Hettinger
County Sherifl”s Oiffice
deputies wade into the
durk of might, they will
likely encounter an
wleahol- or drug-induced
erime aboul to become
ancther siatistic

An estimated B0 1o
&5 percent of crimes in
Hetnger Couily ane
ik 1e rwgzs or alco-
hiok, says Hettinger Coun-
ty ShenfT Sarah Warner

Statewide, the crimes
committed by offenders
suspected of using alco
hol, drugs or both as part
of perpetrating the crime

Mol Crakods in
Seventy-nine percent of
assmult ofenses involved
drugs or alcobol in the
slate. according 1o atiz-
tics from the KD Odfice

Horney General

In 20119, Hetting-
er County reported 18
arrests, with 724 arrests
per 100,000 population
Those ranged from a
simiple assaul, to & motor
veliche thefi, 10 two

claied arrests and

five DULs, according 1o &
report from the

Commity reporied 19 ar-
rests, with 842 amests per
101,000 popalation

“We don't have the
il here like some of the
ather counties do, but vet
we have the impact of o,
with people comimg down
I b live andd fheen po-
ing tow thee oalfield,” War-
ner says, The ol boom
i 2000 increased crime
significamtly, she said, but
repons have levelked off
I reccmd vears.

“It's been pretty
stenchy Tor the Tust three
to foar years. Ciwious-
Iy, wiven the oil boom
hippened m 201, it
significantly went up,
but we've leveled off
with whid we're seeing
i tremels,” Warner says

Calls for serviee, howey-
er, ncreased significantly

Crime reports
rend, with the Hettinger
Couniy Sherifls Office
misking six arrests in
2000, In 215, ihe de-
partment made 53 arrests,
mchudimg 25 directly
related 10 drugs and
aleohol, and 12 simple
assaults. The number of
aryests decrensed 10 24 in
207,

Answering the eall

Wirner oversees five
deputies: Chiel Depury
Kyle Chnstenson, Kybe
DeMark, Kennedy Pip-
peengeer, Jedediah K ohler
and Sean Luce. Tracy
Kriger serves o adiminis-
trative nt for the
department

The depariment
answers the call in
approximarely 1,134
sejuare miles of Hettimger
Cownty, amd patrols Mioit,
Regent and New En-
gland, m addition to three
stme highwoys

muininin our presence,”
Warner says. ~Thai's
challenge.™

But criticism s
sometimes aimed at the
sheriTs allice, with
citizgns commenting they
never see the depaties.
Meanwhile, Wamer and
teer deputies might be
hfﬁ.‘i}‘lng SOMSONE 1
the ground peross the
county, snswenng acall
fiom & wemified spouse or
listenmg to a horrifying
account from an abused
child

“They 're there. They
Just might be on the other
side of the county,” War-
T 2V

Dreputies are also
resporssible for the exe-
cution of judgmenss and
court summaons, which is
about one-third of their
wnrh b

“The role of the shes-
i 15 mainly to kesp the
peace. To iy 10 be in the
community, 1o be com-
munity-oriented,” Wamner
says “In order for the

communiies i feel safe,
they need o know we're
wut therg for them

Deeputies ofien iz
schools or attend sporting
events 1o show their
availability, she svs

Keeping deputics

The county fwees
a continual struggle to
retain deputies, with a
starting salary of $40,000
in Hettinger Coun-
by, compared to shou
S60,000 m Stark County

Obviowsly, their call
numbers are a bot larger

ik County, There

are pros and cons,” War-
mer says, -~ When you take
i Jobi in law enforcemeni,
you're nol expecting the

1o be greal. That's
not the whole repson tha
you take this. it's w help
people ™

Aned rural Norh
Diukotn budgeds must be
keptin check

T county conmimis-

Sheriff
Cont. Pg. 12

irst Place
® New England,
Hettinger County Herald

Answering the call...
series on Sheriffs Department

Luann Dart
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@ Third Place

®* Tioga Tribune
City-Parks dysfunction boils over
Jacob Orledge

@ Second Place

= New Rockford Transcript
Klemetsrud files lawsuit against NR-S School
Amy Wobbema




Government Series: Mid-Size Weeklies

Redistricting committee proposes
to eliminate District 23

irst Place

Thas redistsicting g which was_approved by -nemoels .,r

Edidy County will be part of District 14,

committes on Wednesday, il usnates tna\
' the Spirit Lake Nation will be maved into Distnct 15 Ma)

hulﬂnn ine ot legis nd. gov. The plan will be lc\--ewedvf"\c N.D legslature during a spe. session on Moy &
Eddy County would be split into two districts, and
New Rockford's Sen. Heckaman would lose her seat

l-v h alh.: n Price

20 perwsam data
eatlier this
o i

, Sen Joan Heckarman

entinely.

As 2 residenit of New Rock-
19 cith

ford =i

At foat ¢

“If Eddy County
Dintriet 14, which
Likes It vil'll. and we ¢

i perent «

T
Lanedmass by 2! it Dis

Heckaman
boed, sult of

Rep Bali Deviin

Heckan
As

haold one again untl 102
the addir

€, there wouldn't
3 fan o bof
.Im:: wears, Hing  Sen.
out of @ job at
arlly
Senate Bty

d oy = fewe
.,.a.J;Isult]m:ulz; cap
Hedaman bs an i

reclistrict
o plan b bar

e_»lkulmln(“é- mvu- s-M
Reep. Dewliny, “Mo

CONTINUED ON PG A,

= New Rockford Transcript

Redistricting and
Senator Heckaman

Nathan Price
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® Third Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
County Planning & Zoning - Feb. 24, March 10
Neal A. Shipman
® Second Place
®» Grafton, Walsh County Record
Masks Mandate
Todd Morgan
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City building inspections
bring earful from owners
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12 resatirgs.
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First Place

® Crosby, The Journal

City building inspections
bring earful from owners

Brad Nygaard
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©® Honorable Mention
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Wilkin Co. may be next 'Dedicated Second
Amendment County'

Audra Anderson
@ Third Place

= Dickinson Press

Stark County longevity payments
James B. Miller, Jr.

® Second Place
= Jamestown Sun
What to do with the libraries
Masaki Ova
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First Place

= Jamestown Sun

North Dakota
investment/
Bison World

Keith Norman

[
=

>0
WORLD

New name for Buffalo City

Park intended to increase
perception of the project

By Keith Norman

The Jamsealown S

he concept of the

Buffale City Park

waz first floated
publicly in Novernber
2019, Now that concept
has a new identity that
offickals hope helps
promiote the preject ona
larger scale.

The pew name - Bison
Waorld, A Legendary
Expetience - has been
reviewed by state and
local oificials, said
Brian Lunde, one of the
project’s backers, The
name and subtitle have
already been officially
trademarked,

"1t shows a lar;
national perspeetive,”
said Connie Ova, CEO

M of the jamestown/

Courieay ! Apages Aliractinns
Anartist's rendition of & night view of & planned buffale monument for Bison Wodd, A Legendary Edpenence.
If bullt ag: part of the tourism project, the monument i3 planned o stand about 70 feel tall and face Interstate
94 1o attract ravelers,

Stutsman Development
Carp. “The theught

is “Bison World, A
Legendary Experience’
puts it In a higger

perspective than a city
pari”

ﬁpnﬁee Attractions
is in the process of
desigrning two nr three
togos that will be
presented to the public
to weigh in.

“Wewill conduct
a statewlde contest
to see which one the
public likes the best,"
he sajd. “Ic will hel
establish the officia
name &s 1L replaces the
‘placeholder’ name of
Buffalo City Park.”

The jamestown |
Stutsman Development
Corp. bs also sending out
requests for ketters of
intent for businesses and
individuals to express
interest in Bison World
amd the possibllity
of participating by
sponsoring an atiractbon
in exchange for a
naming right,

NEW NAME: Page AS




© Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

ND jails refuse to offer
COVID-19 shots to inmates

Jeremy Turley

@ Third Place

= Grand Forks Herald

Mayuville State seeks restitution
of overpayvment to employees

Sam Easter
@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Watchdog coverage of ND's
newly formed Energy Authority

Adam Willis




@ First Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Rep. Luke Simons' expulsion and aftermath
Jack Dura

GOP leaders call for Simons to resign

Reports of sexual
harassment came
to light this week

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune

Top North Dakota House Re-
publicans are calling for a law-
maker of their own party to re-
sign after legislative staff reports
of threats and sexual harassment

came to light this
week.

In a statement,
House Majority
Leader Chet Poll-
ert, R-Carrington,
Assistant Major-
ity Leader Scott
Louser, R-Minot,
and House Caucus
Chair Rep. Glenn Bosch, R-Bis-
marck, called onsecond-term Rep.
Luke Simens, R-Dickinson, “tore-

Simons

sign from hisseat.”

“Should he re-
fuse, the Legisla-
ture will weigh all
the information
and options, in-
cluding expulsion,
and make a deter-
mination when we
reconvene  after
crossover. We want to make clear
that this behavior will not be ac-
cepted at the Legislature,” Follert

Pollert

said.

“We will also
be establishing a
more formal re-
porting process
between Lead-
ership and Leg-
islative Council
that will increase
awareness of in-
stances involving legislators while
also preserving victim confidenti-
ality,” he continued.

Bosch

Crossover is the Legislature’s
midsession break, after which
bills passed by the House and
Senate cross over to the opposite
chamber. Lawmakers are toreturn
Wednesday.

Pollert told the Tribune that he,
Louser and Bosch asked Simons by
phone toresign about 30 minutes
before releasing the statement.
The House majority leader said

Please see SIMONS, Page A6
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© Third Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Neighbors helping neighbors
Allison Olimb

@ Second Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
'A total loss'
Tris Anderson
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Outpouring 5. ® First Place
- of support for o

Ire VICHIMS o0 cnir o

= New Town News

Outpouring of support
for fire victims

Jerry Kram




., opot News: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Second Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent

Fire destroys barns at Bordulac farm
Erik Gjovik
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First Place

= Harvey, The Herald Press

Transformer failure leaves
Harvey without power

Neil O. Nelson

Transformer failure leaves Harvey without power

By Neil O. Nelson

At 956 a.m. Monday Harvey
lost all electrical power.

But no one knew for sure the
extent of the outage. Or, how

g it would last.

righbors called neighbors,

Friends called friends across
town. Mothers called daugh-
ters, Daughters called mothers.
Wives called husbands. Hus-
bands called home.

Everyone was calling city
hall,

Otter Tail Power Company
was called, often, to be sure.
Many m]]u:d repeatedly.

Same question: “How much
longer?”

Same response: “We're not
sure. Half hour, possibly.”
Maybe longer.

Finally, word spread around

town, “Midnight at the earliest, &

am. at the latest

I'he power in Harvey came
back on at 453 am., according
to Police Chief Tony Webb.

Others claimed the electricity
came back onearlier; at 4:21 am.
and at 438 am.

Different parts of the city, dif-
ferent times, apparently.

Questions, all around
In the meantime, Harvey's re-
tail businesses stayed open after
the 10 am. start of the blackout.
Sales were largely cash only, the
exceptions being the businesses
operating with pm'tdl.\]e genera-

tors.

By noon most office workers
and vetail employees were still
waiting for the power to come
bhack on

“Let’s give it another hour. It
has to come back on pretty soon,
doncha think?”

By this time, customers at
Hometown Variety were offered
flashlights to shop with and Paul
Miller at the opposite end of Lin-
coln had put on his cap and coat.
Son Tom went hunting,

2 o'clock, hopn was fading,
T hP ||s'ht-; still hadn't come on.

It wasn't long before traffic on
Lincoln was non-existent

By 3 the city’s commercial
district was all but deserted.

By nightfall, the entire city
had darkened to a pitch black.

Streets and avenues were
without traffic.

With the exception of the few
residents who wanted to expe-
rience their town in the dark,
cruising Main and Brewster, the

only other vehicles on the streets
1“\'1(!I'\Pr‘d to Chief of Police Tony
Webb and deputy Ryan Welch,
who were slowly Imtlolhng the
deathly-quiet downtown and
neighborhood streets and alleys,

Soon, the city was asleep.

It was so quiet, you could
hear Jimmy Durante say, “Good
night, Mrs. Calabash, wherever
you are.”
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©® Honorable Mention

® Crosby, The Journal

Wind packs a wallop
Brad Nygaard

@ Third Place

= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Passerby recounts accident rescue
Jan Russell

® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Bil-Vi-Dor Fire
Todd Morgan
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First Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

Badlands go up in flames

Ashleigh Plemper

Badlands go up in flames

Firefighters battle 3,000-acre wildfire
in national grasslands, nafional park

By Ashieigh Flemaper
Frrrme r S Wrstar

The serie atmosphers of shaceoa -
colared kies l=ft many lacal esi-
el of Te'atfon City Fealing srroke-

chaked oo the swenmg of Eader da

Funelay 2 five craws sonkinued waork-
ing W comtain 2 2E00-wre wildfire
expancing acres s o Matioral Grass-
Lands and the Nerth Unt of the The-
adocs Foossmelt Matioral Park souh
and meastof Wathnd City

The fre, vrhich started w appmoai-
madely 5 pm. on Sshwday, Apnl 2,
wyas A4l burning momnteslled 25 of
Borday, dpril 5.

“Thitty percemt of the 5,000 acms
hawve been contzined,” auid Jay Mick-
=y, Hetomal Park Seruce depuiy e=-
grmel chizfaf e and erishonforthe
roidvset regon, oo Apnl 4. “While
e cansder 30 percant of the 3000
zetes to he whet wre call “mapped
up” andin pety good shape, there's
Largs gections of the fire that asn’l
comtained!

Tithin bours after the fine Aarked
oo Apml 3, Mickey sape UE Highe
vy 55 was bmmparmily st down
froan Wafood Ciy 1o Highway 300
aorth of Grasey Butts A2 mads mers
muentuslly meepensd, they wedd he
stuat down spain on Sundsy afer-
oo, Apal 4, sher Micksy says =
apot Fie corbired with high wande
canmd the firs 1o grow and hacame

Trocre active agein

“[t reached the zartem half of the
Morh Unt oot kong after staring”
aape Miskay, of T fir that cmasd
irac the Marth Tnit of the Theadors
Roosw=lt Mational Pk on Satur-

.
O tha 3.000-acce flre, Mickey says
that approximetely 500 soles weTs
writhan the Mlerth Uit

Wiz heve rvlbipls Exceral agercise
such as the foea sruce, pak -
i and all the coonby walumless firs
departments and the BOC vebed”
2zys Mickey,

The e Fored rervice angloyees
fromn Colorado and Mok Dakiots
alan wading with the fim, Miskey
Ty

“Thaps are 5 {otel peopls om the
fe spraad oot aczosr varmus agems
claa,” saye ichey.

Tte sane of the fim i» il unde-
termaned, Mickey mgs.

“Wr have quite & ket kil burrng
saye Micksy. W call it 30 peresnl
sontained today. Butyon s alotaf
thimes that 20 imts thet 30 penent™

When itz all mid and dome, it
mmminly comes down b Bew muck of
1k Jmee 12 eomplted and how ek
af tha adm of the fira iz eonsidered
te nme e o fhrest angmers, Mickey
oy

ez Fire
(Prze 2

BADLANDS ABLAZE . . Firefighters Fom across Modh Dakola have bezn batiling & fre that as of Monday, April 5, had tumed over
3,000 zcres m the Merth Dakela Badlands seath of Walford Coiy. The firs, which starke d i the Malicnal Grasslands en Saburday, Apnl 3, and
gpread ko the national park, was 30 pereent coatamed as of Apeil 5,

(Farmer Phela by Canislls Brothes)
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® Third Place

= Dickinson Press
School shooting was self-inflicted
Jackie Jahfetson

® Second Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

'There was truth to what was brought
to our attention'

Frank Stanko




Spot News: Small Multi-Dailies

First Place
s Williston Herald

'Red slurry' helps quell wildfire

Renee Jean

‘Red sIurry helps quell wildfire

Technique more
common in California
being used to contain
fire at TRNP

BY RENEE JEAN
riean@willistonherald.com

To the casual observ-
er, the scene at Theo-
dore Roosevelt Nation-
al Park and the McK-
enzie District of the
Little Missouri Nation-
al Grass land might

PROVIDED BY ARNEGARD FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

A red cloud trails beneath a plane to a smoldering world
below. The material is a fire retardant laid down ahead
of the advancing fire, to kill it by depriving it of fuel. The
material also contained fertilizer to help damaged trees
and vegetation regrow after the fire.

look like something planes, drifting down
from a Netflix movie. toward a smoldering,
Clouds of red trail from billowing world of

smoke and blackened
earth below.

The stuff, referred
to by firefighters as
“red slurry,” is actual-
ly a fire retardant. Its
use in North Dakota
is quite rare, District
Ranger for Little Mis-
souri National Grass-
lands Luke Graf told
the Williston Herald.

“The severity of the
fire in terms of size
and speed is pretty
rare here,” he said.
“We're in the driest
year on record. It's 106

or 112 years I think
that we’ve been track-
ing the weather here
and this is the driest
one.”

Red slurry is gen-
erally a mixture of
water, fertilizer, and
other chemicals, in
cluding iron oxide,
which makes it bright
red. The color makes it
more easily spotted by
aerial surveyors, who
are tracking the prog-
ress of the fire.

See WILDFIRE, Page 8
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©® Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Mosque vandalized with hate speech
C.S. Hagen

@ Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Lutheran Social Services of ND
to close its doors

Helmut Schmidt
@ Second Place
= Bismarck Tribune

Photo studio's closure has clients scrambling
Amy Sisk




expel Siman .mul.clrg-,ulu.

Simons expelled

Dickinson lawmalker faced sexual harassment allegatior

AKCN DA
Blsmarck Tribune
Morth Dake
recenlatives in

pel Hep. Luike S, - Bich-
after 4 four-hour fnor

The expulsion
first in stal

mal wis anusi il — thy

o0 was introduced and

Enrh nr? of the woman whao
reparted bedng mede uncom-

debate said expalsion u-ould
¢ “Leghlative Coaneil:

Amd ta others that have besn
victims: You
my l. |,u.|.l1l\\

oA
s attarney,
ey, whis said they

will roview their options, and
“as discu
Morth [

to my chent to

Fiern e SIMENS, Frge 40

How the House
voted on
expulsion

Yes.

e, . Anderson, 0. Ander
son B Andepuon, Beliz, Soe,
Basch, Bosches, Brandonburg,
siuffalu, Cory, Damschim, Cr-
ter, Devlin. Dobirvich, Bocksor,
1get,
Hisaidland,
Hisiner, Hoan, fita, D dob
sorl. M, Iohnson, Rading Karks.,
Hnfser, Kermparich, Kirert
Kredt, Lifor, Long
ure, Mariinen, Medor,
Witshug, Mock, Norson, Nafhe,
mnrrg 1 Wefson, M, Melson,

-
533, Welsz, Westiid, Zubke
L

Backer, Belkaw, Thiisiansm,

Ersed, Fegpey, Fisher, ioverson,
lunes, Kasper, B Kappeiman,

Ry, M. Rub, SENatz.
Simeas, Shrodh, Steiner, To-
. Tt

@ First Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Simons expelled
Jack Dura
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Business News Reporting: Small Weeklies

© Third Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Closed due to coronavirus:
barber Moen makes retirement official

Allison Olimb
® Second Place
®* New England, Hettinger County Herald
She's the 'jelly lady' of Hettinger County
Luann Dart




Business News Reporting: Small Weeklies

® First Place

" Finley, Steele County Press

Finley Lumber able to supply
customers despite industry shortages

Jill Larson

Finley Lumber able to

supply customers despite
industry shortages

Jill Larson | Editor it may take years. has baen touched by this cra-

f At Finley Lumber, they have  ziness said Zentz. "OSB and

Keﬁ?i? ;r;:rﬁ;n E‘;ﬁ seen an increase in the price  plywood have been two of
have been warking withinthe OF lumber, some products by  the hardest hit products lum-
constraints of a supply-chain 35Much as 300 percent along  ber wise. | remember a time
shortage of building materi- With increases in sheet steel when a sheet of 0SB would
als for some time now. While Prices and delayed product sell for 57-9. At its peak, we
some market analysts predict  vailability. ha‘d itat 554-:”'.'9 samecan be
the prices will slowly retum o Pretty much 95% of what said about ¥ inch plywood.
pre-pandemic levels, others | sell has gone up anywhere  We used to sell it for around
are less optimistic and believe  from 15-300%. Every product  $21 list. It has been lower,

Lumber on Page 3
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@ Third Place

= New Rockford Transcript

Construction commences at North
American Bison

Amy Wobbema
@ Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Putting the petal to the mettle
Cory Erickson
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® First Place
®» Tioga Tribune

ND could lead
breakthrough in
hvdrogen landscape

v ekt ~ Togh e
ABurgeoning fydrogeén industry in North Dakota ould have wide
specad effects in the Bakken, Including the eimanation of flaring

North Dakota could
lead breakthroughin Jacob Orledge

hydrogen landscape

(This & the first of a two-part repart }
By Jacob Orledge
Replacing foasil fuals In the intarest of combating <limate
change b not 3 popular santimant in the Bakkan for sbwvious res-
T

Tha Merth Dakotan ecenemy has leanad on ofl and gas since
thie firnh discowery of the liquid gold ln 1961, But the state might
Aot have musch cholcs in thamatter i the reat of thaworld mowa
N ATyWaY

The reglon’s saving grace tay, I e domives bopple in e rght
i rection, have been announced last month whin Bakken Energy
and Mitsubishi Power released plans te constnuct a massivehye
dragen hub In Baulsh that zeuld end up having fasreaching past
thve consequences for theno mlwes corer of the sate.

"iWa nead tokesp sight of what the hutura le," tald Sen. David
Fust (H-Tlega). "We need to explorsthe poasbilities for theiuturs,
Lot oither making our product have less of 3 carben lostpaint and
orte aplore products that don't havea carban fastprine. "

"And hydrogen is defindtaly ona of thosa"

Pure hydrogen dossn’t occur naturally on Earth 3o s ot a
replacement snergy tource 1o oil ornatural gas.

I3 s as o clean tusd carrder, however, could be the key Lo using
fond] fuadls withost carben amdaslons and §s sttracting tens of bl
liems of dellars in commerdal lnvestment.

Morth Dakota will bacome cne of the beneficlaes of those
Irpresarmenas theoiks to an annoancement sarlior this merth.

Bakken Energy and Mitaubishi Power annoimcad a strateglc
partnenship and plans to build a hydrogen hub, neluding facdities
to produce, store, transport and consume hydrogen inthe state

The compankes are tentatively planning 1o purchase the Sy
fuals plant in Beulsh for use as the central hub faaility bat spars-
tioms wil eventually extend Lo every comer of the siate

The Bakken, in parieular, has kay geelogy and "nalt cavermat
that will make the region an ideal locatlon for vast undegreund
storage of varlows geses invelved Inthe process, including meh-
amvo, carban deoddeand hydrogen aed

Ul we talk boast the local mpact | saamltiple ones for Wil-
liams County, Meuntrail County, wou know, even somewhat to the
north and to Divida," aald Kathy Nesst, whoda company, Newat
Comsuiting. is directly irvolved in the alfort to study these sait
caverns. “This etire swathe of the geology of Uds area bs fust
baautiful for this type of geclogy, naturally developad, snd we
naad to cptimizethat.”

Hydrogen is unblis traditional soery sousces.

{See HYDROGEN, page 5)
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¥ Honorable Mention
= Crosby, The Journal

Local businesses embracing online sales
Brad Nygaard
® Third Place
= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Meeting the needs for trained welders
Neal A. Shipman
® Second Place
® Crosby, The Journal
Remote sales more than triple in 2020
Cecile Wehrman
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Business News Reporting: Large Weeklies

? First Place

= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter

History Preserved: West Funeral Home

Angela Kolden

History preserved inside new West Funeral Home

By Angela Kelden
angela@ccreporter.com

While standing inside of an unfurnished building that
smells of fresh paint and new carpeting, Funeral Direc-
tor Craig Olson, wearing his signature dark suit and tie,
serves as an anchor, tethering a multi-generation family
business to its newly constructed building.

After eight months of demolition and construction
work, the new West Funeral Home and Tribute Life
Center in Casselton is complete. [ts 7,500t open floor
plan, combined with a light color palette and generous
amount of natural light provides a stark contrast to the
former 4,000 square-foot funeral home.

The larger, newly constructed funeral home also offers
twice the chapel capacity, seating 200.

Unlike its previous Casselton location the new location

also has space available for food to be served follow-
ing services or for coffee during visitation. Within the
visitation area there is also ample space for displaying
photographs of loved ones or other memorabilia and
sereens in the fellowship and chapel areas for viewing
video tributes.

Olson said the new building not only better accom-
modates families who have lost a loved one, including
conveniences like the addition of more parking, but also
better meets the needs of he and the rest of the staff.

For example, everything is on one floor, there is an
indoor parking garage, an audio visual booth and a sepa-
rate floral delivery entrance.

The new funeral home also has a casket display room,
a cremalion display room and a private area for making
arrangements.

An Open House, showcasing the new building is

planned for Wednesday, Dec. 8 from 2 p.m. to 7 pm.

The project began in March with the demolition of the
former Casselton Lanes bowling alley and the former
West Funeral Home. Both buildings were seeped in local
history; a fact Olson and his wife Laura were sensitive to
when designing the new funeral home.

The couple worked with contractors to incorporate
design elements that pay tribute to the bowling alley
and the historic Masonic Lodge building that housed the
original West Funeral Home. Bricks from the exterior
of the previous West Funeral Home were salvaged and
re-purposed to create a dedicated space for West Funer-
al Home memorabilia. The area will include original
signs from both West Furniture and West Funeral Home
as well as three photographs of the ‘old’ building and

See WEST FUNERAL on A3
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® Third Place

= Jamestown Sun
Open for visitors
Kathy Steiner

@ Second Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Dakota Coffee Co. reopening
under new ownership

Audra Anderson
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@ First Place

= Dickinson Press

'We make food that we enjoy'
Josiah C. Cuellar
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Business News Reporting: Large Multi-Dailies

® Third Place
= Grand Forks Herald

SeaQuest, which seeks $1 million from
GF's, has issues elsewhere

Joe Bowen
® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
A 'mini-Walmart' with a heart
Tammy Swift
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Business News Reporting: Large Multi-Dailies

? First Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Bakken rides out a bad vear
Amy Sisk

Bakken rides out a bad year

Companies adapt
to stay afloat amid
oil price collapse

AMY R. SISK
Bismarck Tribune

Kyle Ostrand found himself
looking up townhouses in Willis-
ton, trying to talk his workers into
becoming roomimates after the oil
price collapsed last year.

Some of them without families

in town agreed to live together,
and although they don’t neces-
sarily work long hours anymore to
bring in big paychecks like when
oil was booming at the start of
2020, they're still employed by 3
Forks Services. The company pro-
vides transportation, logistics and
crane services across the Bakken
oil patch.

“It’s made it a whole lot more
affordable for them to share
housing like that;” Ostrand said.
“We're trying to do what we can to

helplessenthe expenses for these
guysin any given month and hope
they can continue to help ride it
out with me. We're in it together
trying to help make ends meet”

Hundreds of businesses like
3 Forks do the boots-on-the-
ground work in western North
Dakota to help big-name com-
panies drill and produce oil. They
have endured a year of hardship as
the coronavirus pandemic deci-
mated the demand for oil and,
thus, for their services.

The oil industry’s recovery
has been slow. Job Service data
show that North Dakota's biggest
oil-producing counties lost well
over 10,000 jobs last year. Their
unemployment rate at the end of
2020 was 7.9%, up from 1.8% a
year earlier and higher than the
current statewide average of 4.1%.

On top of that, a cloud of un-
certainty hangs over the Bakken
as Congress turns blue and a new
presidential administration takes
over that appears poised to crack

down on the fossil fuel industry in
an effort to curb climate change.

The crash
Activity across the Bakken
hinges largely on the price of
oil, which determines whether
pumping up crude and drilling
new wells is profitable.
Qil was trading above $60 per
barrel when 2020 began, but by
the start of March the looming

Please see BAKKEN, Page A6
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@ Third Place

" New Town News
Sports Page
Jerry Kram

® Second Place
= Finley, Steele County Press

Steele County Press
Staff




® First Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Sports Page
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__. Sports Page: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Third Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Tioga Tribune sports pages

Jody Michael

® Second Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Independent Sports Section
Erik Gjovik, Lane Moellenkamp




Sports Page: Mid-Size Weeklies

? First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Hillsboro Banner Sports Pages
Banner Staff
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__. Sports Page: Large Weeklies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Sports Pages - Feb. 24, March 3, March 10
Neal A. Shipman
© Third Place
= Crosby, The Journal
Journal sports pages
Jody Michael
® Second Place

= Bottineau Courant
Bottineau Courant Sports
Matthew Semisch




Large Weeklies

ELCRUD U TO BEDEFERTED
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Runners hit the
track in Larimore

@ First Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Feb 24, May 12, Dec 15
Chelsea Wysocki




Sports Page: Small Multi-Dailies

@ First Place
3 # = Wahpeton, Daily News

I Sports page
it sty pertectin Robert Wanek Jr.

rder Battle sweep

Wildcats prowl to perfect reqular season
B-0stretch first for NDSCS since 1999, Brown throws 5 TDs in debut




Sports Page: Large Multi-Dailies

® Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Forum sports sections
Forum staff
® Second Place
®» Grand Forks Herald

Sports Page/section, March 27,
June 9 and Nov. 11

Staff




Sports Page: Large Multi-Dailies -

SPORTS @ First Place
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Deacons edge short-handed Sabers = Bismarck Tribune
- T

Bismarck Tribune Sports
Staff
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. Sports Reporting: Small Weeklies

® Third Place

" New Town News

Eagles make surprise
appearance in Region 8

Jerry Kram
® Second Place
= Elgin, Grant County News

Storm wreaking havoc
Jill Friesz




Sports Reporting: Small Weeklies

@ First Place
= Bowbells, Burke County Tribune
Basketball Milestone

County Boys Hit Basketball Milestone Lisa Thomas

by LISA THOMAS
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@ Third Place

®* Tioga Tribune

Tioga joins high school baseball
Jody Michael

@ Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Back with the Bs
Cory Erickson




By COLE SHORT

CASSELTON, N.D. — Head
coach Tim Spurgeon and the
MayPort-CG Patnots delivered a
comeback win for the ages against
Northern Cass on Tuesday

Trailing by three and down 1o
their final strike twice —and play-
ing in 50-mph winds under skies
so filled with dirt they blocked out
the sun — the Patriots rallied from
@ 3-0 deficit to force exira innings.

Pitcher Rylee Satrom [ol-
lowed with an REI in the eighth
anc put the finishing louches on
a complete game to send MPOG
1o thee state Class B lowmament on
Thursday with a 43 win over the
Jaguars

The odds of a comeback
seemed improbable after the Pa-
triots were held scoreless through
six innings by Northern Cass se-
nior right-hander Emily Ander
s0n.

@ First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Punching their ticket to state
Cole Short

PUNCHING THEIR TICKET TO STA

MPCG pulls off improbable comeback to make state

But Spurgeon said he's learned
this season that the Patriots are
never out of a 2ame —even when
their backs arc against the wall
and they're down late.

“We've been doing this all
vear,” the third-year MPCG head
coach said. “We get down but we
don't give up and we wsually have
a chanee to win at the end. And
this time we did.”

Satrom and Anderson locked
homs ina pitchers” duel for a ma-
Jonty of the game in conditions
that Spurgeon described as hor-
rible.

"It was like being in the des-
ert,” he said. “The winds were
austing to 30 mph and our hitters
had sand blowing in their faces
while they were trying o bat. It
was absolutely miserable”

Neither team scored through
the first five inninga but the Jag-
vars finally tound a spark in

the bottom of the sixth against
Satrom.

Seniors Shelby Bring and Mor-
gan Nelson led ofl the inning with
singles and catcher Kassie Pachak
followed with an REI double to
center that plated Bang.

Anderson sent Nelson home
on a sac fly o MPCG outfielder
Ali Moen and the Jaguars extend-
ed their lead 1o 3-0 on a single by
third baseman Allie Singer.

Runs had been at a premiom
and Satrom admitted the Jaguars’
lead seemed daunting al the tme.

“TLowas a litle scary,” the
[restunan pitcher said.

MPCG had one final chance to
rally late in top of the seventh and
chdn’t disappoint.

Freshman Maysa Larson hit a
one-oul triple off Anderson and
Satrom followed with a walk.

MPCG scored its first runon a
groundout by Raina Satrom that

brought home Larson

The Jags were an out away
from a state tournament berth but
MPCG's [la Peterson cranked a
two-strike, line-drve RBI double
1o center that pulled the Patriots
within a run at 3-2.

That brought up sophomore
shortstop Kom Gensrich, who
missed on her firdt two swings,
which included a fan on a [asthall
over her head

“She likes those high pitch-
es,” Spurgeon said with a laugh
"She's done that all season bul
she has been known to get ahold
of those. She hut one 1o the wall”
Monday against Pembina County
MNorth.

Dewn -2 in the eount, Gen-
srich doubled to center to plate
Peterson and tie the game 3-3.

MPCG SOFTBALL
Confinued on page 11

MayPorit-DG's la Peterson cheers on her teammates in the
late innings of Tuesday's coma-from-behind victory
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@ Third Place

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

A goal made
Neal A. Shipman
® Second Place
® Crosby, The Journal

Maroons top Outlaws
Jody Michael




Sports Reporting: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
W.C.H.S. cheerleaders bring home state title
Ashleigh Plemper
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Sports Reporting: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Third Place
= Williston Herald

Heartbreaker! Tetons hockey ties
UMarvy after unexpected twist

Analicia Haynes
@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun

Headed to state: Blue Jays
best Mandan in state play-in

Katie (Gerber) Ringer




® First Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Faces of victory
Robert Wanek Jr.




Sports Reporting: Large Multi-Dailies

© Honorable Mention
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
'Night I'll never forget'
Jeff Kolpack
® Third Place
®* Grand Forks Herald
Hockey, like life, goes on in Warroad, Minn.
Ann Bailey
® Second Place
®* Grand Forks Herald

The crazy college hockey off season of 2021
Brad E. Schlossman




Sports Reporting: Large Multi-Dailies

w @ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
'He was the best kid anybody could ask for'
Carissa Wigginton

‘He was the best kid
anybody Cou|d ask for
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Sports Series: Small Weeklies

® Second Place
= Bowbells, Burke County Tribune
Ranchers Success
Lyann Olson




Sports Series: Small Weeklies

@ First Place

= Elgin, Grant County News
Storm football playoff coverage
Jill Friesz
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___Sports Series: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Ice Dawgs hockey coverage
Cory Erickson
® Second Place
= Carrington, Foster County Independent

CHS girls' basketball postseason
Erik Gjovik




By COLE SHOAT
AYVIILE -
MayPont-CG
head coach
Adam La

and the Patriots kicked off their

season Friday, Aug. 20

thelr best offensive threat,

Bergstrom.  standing  on

2020

) H selection
injured
thusb

MPCE 36,
Richland 0 * " ¢

suffered
Key play: A oo
Leading 80,
MPCGsatsup  £ygqpall
alCols'3in 20 prgice
after Landon B uli
Koenigtackles  even with-
Richland's puntar  owt  their

most  dy-
Up next: namie
vs. Hankinsonal weapon.
Mayville State, 7 the  Pasi-
pm., Aug. 27 ois il

had  moge
U enough firepower 1o beat
the Richland Colis in the season
wopener for both clubs

Sophomore Matthew Fexine
rn for 126 yards and three
seores and junior Landaon Koenig
pazsed for one touchdown and
ran in ancther 1o lead MPOG
1o a 346-0 win over the Colis at
Jerome Berg Feld
"We made a few oo many

mental mistakes, but you can't
complain oo much  when
you have a lot of guys in new

ament this

summer

MayPort-CG junior recenver Jake Hutter, lalt, hauisin 0 33

lata in the

o5 Ina

Fchiand

ol kist Fraday's

positions.” Sola said

“We have been moving a
lot of guys around a hat's
somewhal o be expect

Koenig was o of
Patriots seesng time in adifferent
position — and with a new team,

Last Frid. victory marked
the first g for Koemg in a
Pairiots uniform after the former
tight end and Finley-Shaon
Hope-Page Spartan moved from
Page o Postband this sumnser,

Filling in t quarterback wi
Bergstrom out, Foe
immediate impact on offcnse.

presence on the op-

been exen mor impressive
The 6-foot-5 defensive end

apent nearly as much tme in the
Coles backlield as their talbacks
while piling wp four =acks
inst  Richland  gquarterback
vn Syvertsen,
thought 1 &d my job.
That's all [ can do,” Koenig said
afterwusd. “Tt was a lot of fun.”
Sola samid  Foenig  made
a quick impresion on  his
teammates, Ume day into the
school year, Koenig was named
wme of MPCUFs caplains by his
teammn
“You really con't ask for a
better kid. He's awesome and

were scoreless after 15 minules

tossed by Koeng and

Patriots broke through
with 22 unanswered points in
the second quanter
kicked off  the
scoring with an eight-play, 45-
yand scoring drive capped off
by o 3-vard toschdown nn by
Koenig and  two-point  catch
by Lucas Fugleberg to give the
Patriats an B-0 bead

Richland was stuffed on three
stright downs on ils ensuing
possession awl  tumed  over
the ha cr Koenig tackled

punter at the Calts”
3-yard line.

Rexine pumched in the ball c
the next play 1o extend MPCOG s
lead 1o 1

The Patriots added anolber

? First Place

PATRIOTS SADDLE GOLTS WITH LOSS

Koenig, Rexine lead MPCG to season-opening win over Richland

totchdown on a five-play, 54-
yard deive highlighted by a 33-
yard touchdown  strike  from
Koenig lo a leaping Jake Hutter

§ = team controlled the
ball in the second hall behind
Rexine and an offensive line that
allowed MPCG's minners to rack
up 351 yards against the Colts
defense.

Resine  took  a  thind-
diwn  handoll Trom  Koenig
and rumbled for a 12.vard
touchdown run on the third play
to start the fourth quarter 10
Inerease MPCT's bead to 28-0.

The sophomore  running
back broke free for another
touchdown on a 38-yard nm as
part of a %6-yard drive to cap the
scoring at 36-0,

Sola said Rexipe, who saw
b= first jcant varsity action
in the hackficld, appearcd mon:
comfortable against the Colts as

“He tougher
after a show starl,” Sola said
“He had a run in that second half

: MPC
held Richland 1o 166 yands of
ulfense. Raenig ran tine limes

for T7 yards and threw for 50

Tor loss.

Fugleberg finished with 23
vards mushing. Hutter added
19 vards on two cames. MPCG
Junior Walker MeGillis and
aentor Braeden Koondsvig had
three solo tackles apiece.

NEXT UP MPCG hosts
Hanmkinson a1 7 pm. tonight
(Fridday) at Jeramne Berg Field on

ville State campus.

The Pirates beat Griggs-Mid-
kota 10-6 on the road a4 week
ago.

= Hillsboro Banner

Patriots football coverage
Cole Short




Sports Series: Large Weeklies

® Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Grafton GBB state tournament
Chelsea Wysocki

@ Second Place

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

Paddlefish snagging season -
April 28, May 5, May 19

Ashleigh Plemper




Sports Series: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

= Bottineau Courant

Indigenous hockey plavers
at DCB

Matthew Semisch
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Sports Series: Small Multi-Dailies

® Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Breckenridge volleyball goes to state tourney
Robert Wanek Jr.

® Second Place
= Jamestown Sun
On the way to the Dakota Bowl
Katie (Gerber) Ringer




Sports S

eries: Small Multi-Dailies

@ First Place

= Williston Herald

Rex Causey out as
WHS girls basketball
head coach

Analicia Haynes

Rex Causey out as WHS girls basketball head coach

BY ANALICIA HAYNES
sports@willistonherald.com

Rex Causey will no
longer be the head
coach for the girls bas-
ketball team at Willis-
ton High School.

The current as-
sistant coach, Cory
Fleck, will be the in-
terim head coach for
the remainder of the
season.

Recently, the team
wasn't able to have
a varsity season and
dropped down to hav-
ing only a JV team and
a freshmen team.

WHS athletic director
Robert Conley issued

a statement, and spoke
with the Herald before
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
18 confirming the deci-
sion to remove Causey
as head coach.

Conley said he
couldn't speak on spe-
cifics or on employee
matters, however in
the statement he wrote
that, “after careful con-
sideration and evalua-
tion, I have concluded
that it is in the best in-
terest of our Girls Bas-
ketball program that
a coaching change is
made.”

He said, “effective im-
mediately, Coach Rex
Causey will no longer

serve as the head girls
basketball coach for
Williston Basin School
District #7.”

On Dec. 20, an update
that was submitted to
the Herald said that
the WHS athletic de-
partment will not be
reopening registration
for winter sports.

The story is breaking
and will be updated as
more information be-
comes available.

The athletic depart-
ment also said in the
update that it will
schedule a parent meet-
ing for parents of cur-
rent players in the near
future.

ANALICIA HAYNES - WILLISTON HERALD
Rex Causey, the head coach for the Williston High School
girls basketball team, regroups with his team during a
timeout on Feb. 11 in a game against Mandan. WHS lost
the game 93-40,




ports Series: Large Multi-Dailies

First Place
= Grand Forks Herald
UND hockey
Brad E. Schlossman

Peter Thome will
usher St. Thomas into
Division-I era hockey

Nick Nilaon | Grand Forks Herald

LIND goalis Peter Thome skates 1o the blus (ne 35 pan of player introduchans prior 1o a Valsnting's Day homs maichup against Demer

By Brad E. Schlossman
Grand Forks Herald

SpenE e last
Pl
pralie at UNE

He showeed umvean
CCEEES
whether it was Cam Johnson

in 2007 -18 or Adan Scheel the
last theee yiars. He developed
1 for his abifity to

st the Hoep whenever e

teeded — 1o maer how
longg he had been off — and
[ mportinl gaimes,
Bt T me's
chance to take center stage.

The UMD goaltender will

tratialer to se his fifth

and {lnak year of college

Ly at the Tnlyersiny of
5L Theanas, where hie is sel
tn usher the 51 Panl -based
&l o 113 Divigion-T ef.

1

This is a great
Lo play some games aml be

a part of history, te Crse
Division-T team in St Thomas | Srate,
listeay, " Thome sald ) £ Mankate,
pretry o Teniestly, wli . Ferris
really exciied, " Stite, Lal TloT State,
homas will begin Northern Michigan and
5 iRl Miehigan Tech.

THOME: Page 10
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Sports Feature: Small Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Elgin, Grant County News
Underdogs do it again
Jill Friesz

® Second Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Making Her Mark on the World Stage
Jaden Rose




Sports Feature: Small Weeklies

First Place

= New England, Hettinger County Herald

Kathrein tackles two fall sports

Luann Dart

Kathrein tackles two fall sports

LUANN DART
For the Herald

What day is it?
Depending on the day,
Justin Kathrein is lacing
cither foothall cleats or
cross-country spikes
Eather tacklng a rival
under the Friday night
lights of the football field
or aftacking a hill on
the sunlit cross-country
course

The New England
High School jumor is
COI“PQI]E¥ an varsity
dual sports this fall, as
a foothal | player and
CroSs=Country runncr., and
is the only athlete under-
taking that endeavor at
the school

“He plays significant
minutes tor the foothall
team. but he loves
cross-country. [ know he
runs when be can't go to
practice. There were a
few nights when football
was going on and we
started with practice and
he was there every night,
running with us after
sweating it out all day,”
sav's the cross-country
head coach, Andrew
Burch.

“He loves to run and
| think be's motivated
1o succeed his vear and

really go for it Burch
)

“He's a go-getter,
He's super competitive
The conversation is not
making him pick one or
the other. As a coach, e
communicates with me,”
says the football head
coach. Mate Zachmann,
“He needs to do what he
wants to do. 1t°s that trust
and relationship. T wang
him to go sueceed in
cross-country as much as
1 do for foorball ™

= love multisport
athletes, even iFiUs in the
same season, I he’s will-
g to do il, he should do
it He never funs out of
energy,” Zachmani savs.

“He wants ta be
good at what he does
He's got energy, He's gt
energy,” Zachmann savs
with a smile,

Kathrein has been
cxerting that cnergy in
football since fourth-
grade and cross-country
since junior high, He's
also played basketball
every vear since fourth
grade and participated m
track since sixth grade.

So. he's been jug-
gling dual sports several
vears, And it is a juggele.

When sports practic-
¢5 began last summer, he

Justin Kathrein compedes with the Moti-
RegentNew England football team and the
New England High School cross-country team
iin the fall, along with competing in basketball
and track later in the year.
| Photo by Luann Dart

T i CIOSS-COUNtry prac-
tices in the momings,
then donned his football
pear for afternoon
practice

“It was tiring, and at
the end of the day T was
wvery sore,” he savs of the
summer practicss,

With school in ses-
sion, he tries to amend at
least two cross-coun |.TI\
praclices — on Thursdavs
and Saturdays — and
football practices the rest
of the week, with both
practices after school

“Is casier 1o not go

10 Cross-country praciic
€5, because ['m already
i shape for it, and for
toatball it's all mental
You have to be mentally
I have w
ces to know
plays,” he says,
Whether he's ¢n-
gulfed in the foatball
huddle. surrounded by
teammates. or enveloped
in the lonchness of a
long-distance runner, he
loves both fall sports.
“1 just love the
feeling of runming. 1 love
running,” he savs of
cross-couniry
“This vear, [ don't
really have ateam for
cross-country. | am
the varsiy team at the
moment,” he savs. as
the enly high school-
eron a team with four
cighth-graders
“At practice, | un
ahead. As me not having
anyone faster than me
or the same pace as me,
it"s hard, but 'm also
training the underclass-
men to be faster than
wvervbody else, At
the last cross-country
meet, all the kids have
worked hard to keep
up with me and they
have taken top places,
so 1 feel 'm helping the

underclassmen,” he savs
of the cighth-graders in
CI0SS-COUNLTY.

Cross-country prac-
lice consists of runmng
400 or 300-meter inter-

F two- to three-mile
distance runs.

As the scasons
started, Justin ran in
i Cross-country meet
Thursday. then plaved
foothall Fnday

“Friday, | was ready
to go. 1 was excited for
iL" he savs.

He debated football
this vear, but decided not
to step oul of the sport

“Cross-cournlry was
going to be the top thing
I'was going to focus on,”
he saye.

“Not being on the
farm to help my parents,
that’s the biggest chal-
lenge,” he savs of partic-
ipating in both sports. He
is the son of Adrien and
Joe Kathrein

Justin’s goals for
CTOSS-COUNIry anc
whittle his 5-K to 1§
minutes, and to convinee
more athletes w 1ry the
sport

In football, his goal
is 1o “pop ofT someane™s

Kathrein
Cont. Pg. 6
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Looking back on greatness
Kayla Morton
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Blind, in pain and isolated, a local athlete's struggle

Jacob Orledge

Blind, in pain and isolated: A local athlete’s struggles

By Jacob Orledge

Brianna Rose is curled up
o the bathroom floor and in
excruclating pain.

Her left eye is In agony. The
pain, as it lances into one of the
mast sensitive parts of a human
body, is erippling. Nothing can
be done,

Bree fsn't alone. Her mother,
Kassie, 13 also present. Kassle
isn't in physical pain but the
sense of hopelessness she
experlences, watching her ehild
In pain and being powerless to
stop it Is almost as terrible.

Thiz wasn't an lsolated
medical eme cy. [t wasn't a
shock. [t di ssult ina 9-1-1
call and an ambulance to find
out what's wrong or a trip to
the local emergency room for
relief,

The Rose family knew what
was wrong. They were just pow-
erless to do anything about it.

The 13-yearold Bree has
acanthamoeba keratitis. In
simpler terms, she has arare
single-cell parasite in her eye
that causes intense pain, ob-
atructs the vision in her left eye
and leaves her so sensitive to
light she has to sit in darkness
behind blackout curtains all
day long.

“This i= the worst pain l've
ever gone through and [ would
never wish it upon anybody,”
Bree said. “1 hope nobody else
would have to go through this.”

Bree, experiencing the para-

tazok el — Thogh Tribsine

Kassie, Bree and Frankie Rose are holding up well under the pressure of a daunting and challenging

situation,

site and its effects firsthand,
takes the brunt of the pain. But
watching a loved one suffer,
comes with its own heartbreak.

“It’s intensely painful,” said
Bree's mother, Kassie. “It's aw-
ful to witness.”

“1 just want her pain to go
away. And | know that there's
not much to be done about
that”

Bree has shown signs of
improvement in recent weeks.,
She has been prescribed PHMB
drops. It's one of the few treat-

ment options available for the
condlition.

The treatment is also highly
toxic. It's just as likely to canse
short-term pain and long-term
vision impairment as the para-
site itsell,

“It's essentially pool sanitiz
er,” sakd Kassle, “They're toxic
to the eye”

It has been a tough two-and-
a- half months for the Rose
family. But they've found a
silver lining to thelr troubles as
friends, churches and commu

nities rise up to support them.
The great masquerader

It all began in December, The
symptoms weren't anything out
of the ardinary. A red, itchy eve
consistent with conjunctivitis.

Less than a month later Bree
had lost all vision in her left
eye and woke up to discover a
white film over her irls,

‘1 got so scared,” Bree said,

The family rushed tothe
emergency room at Tioga Medi-
cal Center and were referred

(See ROSE, Page 5)

Group of angels steps up

By Jacob Orledge

The Rose family Iz grateful
for the amount of support
they have recelved in the
area,

“This closeknit commu.-
nity and the way people are
s0 supportive,” said Kassie,
“I wouldn't trade it for the
world.”

She gets prayers and
encouragement almost every
time she leaves the house,

“That means the world to
me,” sald Kassie. 1 wish ev-
eryone could feel this love,”

he support tsn't limited
to quia. Bree plays ona
travel basketball team and
the family has come into
contact with people as far
away as McGregor, Ross and
Minot who pray for them.

Several free-will offerings
have been held by churches
to help financially support
the Rose family as they pay
for the medical treatment,
such as the one Pastor Mike
Olzon did in McGregor.

“A couple of her team.
mates and thelr parents go
to church in Ross and they
did the same thing,” added
Frankie.

The next free will offering

will be on March 21 at Zion
Lutheran Church in Tioga, It
will run from 11:45 am. 102

P

“You don't get this in a big
city,” sald Frankie. “Or prob-
ably you do but I've never
seen it.”

Two of their biggest
supporters, Bruce and
Glenda Lovdahl, have helped
organtze the benefit at Zion
Lutheran.

“We lived right next to
them for five years so they
look at Bree and Kingston
as their grandkids,” said
Frankie.

The most iImportant part
of the benefit, Kassie said, is
to show up and offer words
of encouragement. However
If someone can't be there
and wants to offer financial
support they can contact the
Lovdahls.

The support they've seen
from friends and nelghbors,
though, has made all the dif
ference.

“Just the way God Is work-
Ing in us has been incred-
ible,” said Kassie, “Tknow he
sent us a whole community
of angels, People looking
after us, encouraging us.”
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Watford City's scoring machines
Neal A. Shipman
® Third Place
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To fight is to win for young boxer
Ashleigh Plemper
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Local Man's Podcast Goes Viral - CC Treehouse
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Beaudrie back after surgery
for heart defect found
in sports physical
Matthew Semisch
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s Williston Herald

Mikaela Rehak to be inducted in
Alaska Hockey Hall of Fame

Analicia Haynes
® Second Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Wahpeton's secret superstar
Robert Wanek Jr.
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Ford's finale: A storied career ends for JHS track star = Jamestown Sun
Meghan Ford finished out her high school running career Saturday in Bismarck. Ford's ﬁnale " A storied

career ends for
JHS track star

Katie (Gerber) Ringer

Jamestown's Meghan Ford runs all alone near the finish ine towards the end of the Class A girls” 3200 meter run Saturday, May 29, 2021 at
the North Dakota State Track and Field Meet in Bismarck. John M. Steiner [ The Sun

By Katie Gerber
May 23, 2021 06:14 BM

SHARE 3 W

BISMARCK -- Meghan Ford had seven laps of her signature race completed when the
announcer uttered the words:

"Four hundred meters remaining for the most decorated athlete in the state.”
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Former Fargo elite skater reflects
on loss of '61 skating team

Tracy Briggs

® Third Place
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Defving norms on field,
making an impact off it
Ingrid Harbo

® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Amy's army
Jeff Kolpack




Feature: Large Multi-Dailies

? First Place
= Grand Forks Herald

65 vears after winning Olympic silver,
Bennett still enjoys the Games

Tom Miller

HOMETOWN

Sixty-five years after
winning Olympic silver,
Grand Forks Central's
John Bennett still
enjoys the Games

ayo
et Renner: didn't consider
hirm self a rul

was pretty siow,” said
Bennett, now 90, Ihing in
Michdbetom, Wis.
Hils rother Neil Benmett,
Grand Forks Central pradh
farmey i ivers)

and fiedd ampway.
""He said, "Why don’t you try
ik o
lig?™ " Bt
sabd. “He took me 1o the hrmad
Jump and said this is what you do.
Yot rum em the murway and hit
that board with your fest. Then
you proped theogh the alr.
S0, | said, ok, let e see i |
can do what you 're saying.”
_ Bermett made his first career

4 on a mirute," Nell told

Ohympic Games

cily three Morth Dakotarns
hawe wor medals at th me
i 1 ]
0 imeters, 1060) and
izl HIEL 1084 ). AlL thires:
I Grand Farks and all
ree worl kbver
anily Grand Forks' Hen Poepar
{1956 Winter Dlympics, silver
mexdal} and Geand Forks natives
and wormen's. hockey stars
Maritique and Jooely
igitver in 2mo and
in 20:8] have wan

Tatlonal champkon at Maequette,
was sometimes aslosd about his
nomeTowT,

1 would abways reghy wi
pride,” Bermect ssid. “1'm from a
amall city and a small state, ] was
0 fariumaty to have the people
watch out for me at Geand Forks
Ceratral, | wers the lsarting e, |
ahays knew we conld do things
better. We worked had to develop
a form, got it down gat and that
zot me going."

Bennett was born in Grand
Fors i
divad v

e rurming back an the
194y Central football team and
eaplained the basethall team
dhuriig the 19

WL W oo
high school stat

PRIDE: Pags A15

John Bennett, a 165

Buhimitied phestos
ral gracuate, boids his Qiyr
his medale, Including 2 sifver medai
Garmes

John Bennett, nght

CweEns cunng a Mg iy

Otymgics ¥
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¥ Honorable Mention
= Harvey, The Herald Press
HWC in Week 7 by Neil O. Nelson
Neil O. Nelson

? Third Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent

Once more, hard work does the job
Allen Stock

@ Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Have questions on next week's region tourney?

Kayla Morton




Hope springs
eternal with
the return of
spring sports

Theere's mo going hack, bul
the start of high school spring
spirs seems ke & do-over
in Megth
Dakota.

Ilse
coronavims
pamdemic
that's
Fnwaded our
daily I
took root in
the state a

s
shut down
e Naorth
Diakota state Class B bovs
bhasketball tonrprment in mid
March 2020 - then swalbowed
up the entirety of high school
SPring Spors across the stale

[t's heen a strange, dilficalt
and mask-filled vear o get
hack Lo this podnt

Back 10 Lhe puint where a
teenage plicker can grab a hall
and sprint ol b the mound in
a varsity hasehall game.

Back 10 time when high
school relny teams hudidle in
the infickd of a irack, because
there s an unspoken Tule that
track meels in Morth Daketa
oceur only when it's 4
degrees oulside

L when gale-force winds
make i leel like in's 340

Back 100 day when young
golfers diteh clagses for the
day and grip it and rip it on a
goll course 20 miles outside
Fango, where prople build
bovmes Tean’t affornd

Fimally. after 12 long
months, were hack 1o that
point

I'vere’s a lingerin g sadness
Uhal s many high school
senors ost ol on Useir spring
SEEOTS A VEAT Agn

Hillsboso-Central Valley's
trnck teams were leaded with
tabented Seniors a vearago

There are po do-overs for
thera 3 J

@ First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Hope springs eternal
Cole Short
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Kudos to us
Chelsea Wysocki
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DCB owes Getzloff for his loyalty
Matthew Semisch
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EDITORIAL : B ; @ First Place

s Bottineau Courant

State run
18 one Lo
remember

Editor’s note: Bottinean-
Rughy senior defenseman Riley
Biberdorf spent the last two
summers as an intern with the
Bottineau Courant,

By Riley Biberdorf

As a high
school se-
nior in 2021,
nothing can
be taken for
granted. The
same can
be saidasa
senior on the
Bottineau-
Rugby boys

hockey team.

Coming into the season, we
weren't even sure that we would
get to see the ice. After Gov.
Doug Burgnum's executive order
delaying the start of the winter
sports season ended Dec. 15, we
were excited and ready to get
the ball rolling on our senior
season.

After going 8-9 in the regular

Bottineau-Rugby defenseman Riley
Biberdorf looks to dear the puck during
the Braves’8-1loss at Grand Forks
Central in the firstround of the North
Dakota boys high school state hodkey
tournament. (Pt ty Mdatthews Sesmwach)

season, we found ourselves in
the sixth seed of the Western
Dakota Association boys hockey
tournament and knew that we
would need to upset two of the
West Region hockey blue bloods
in the state of North Dakota if
we wanted to make our dreams
come true and qualify for the
North Dakota state hockey tour-
nament.

We were in the third grade
the last time BRHS went to the
state tournament, and T vividly
remember watching them play

B RUN Continued on 7B

State run is

one to remember
Riley Biberdorf
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Sun sets on 13-vear sports writing career
Michael Savaloja




OPINION

Clipping the culture vultures
Problems plaguing youth sports

Every sports program
hias the hiero and the vik
hin, the angel and the
deson. the koepet of the
cullure and the culture
wvultare

I the

ROBERT
WANEK JR.

has  decimated  sparts
culiure. At the local high

ofthem, and the chalce 1>
clip the wings of culture
vultures before they lake
flight, Dutlined  below
are four Esses currently
taking hokd in sparts so-

Parent coaching

T've long been an op-
panent of parent coach
ing. aside from rare
slances. Parents have
innate drive 10 protect
their child w them
Favorably and fo appease
rlwlr St IFy. pareny
bl this Is

Blinders h-nr et 1o

rilism in sports. Far-

ent coaching should be
avokded when possibie
at the upper youth levels
10 best suit players of all
&l levels. Bias. abeit
often unintentionl, can
bethe downfallof 3 team

The "1" epbdenic

This_problen:
from all drlnmlm\mn:
saches, par
ents and fans. Programs
st be wary when they

lose games

In fact, they arenl even
the ones playing They
fall 80 realize the game
fsn't about them and the
smore they piraject thedr
ings abosil IIw enl-

suppased 10 be support
ing — winor lose,
All sports enthusiasts
H

about themselves. Those
whe care about the game

understand that winning
s 4 byproduct of imvaly

eryone, not “Win
wig a all conts®

Lack ef example

Coaches failing al
an example b becom
ing more and mere com-
mon, especially amid the
younger peseration cor
realy mhvue rokes el

)k -

1
opt 12 ke theie Jeam
Fun folkowing losses or
physical mistakes. Run-
ning is a punishment
Why would 2 leader
spend valuable practice

ing his h«m'

I
havior, disrespect and
u\mﬂ.u detrimental §
|| am. Furthermore,

Ly
top and players won't
about what you
know unil they know
o eape. e soen coach
ayers in 95-de-

welkbein
Voeslizing pegativiry

Another  Increasingly
egatlve  develapmient
al the high school level
s the verblage. A Hiing
sense of entitlement has
led Vo parents screaming
t officials and plavers
doing the same b cach
ather, eoaches and of
ficial. This compgletely
takes away from the

Spart
and Ahese distrac

are 3 detriment to cham-
o aspirstion

ven mare disrespoetfisl
considering they act like
nothing happencd after
the burzer sounds, This
isnt the Super Bowd or
the NBA Finals — this is
high sehiool athletics.
I! you are involved in
pacity witha youth
Fam, dont be
Feakd o Yoak i the e
rar and dig deep to wee
If you porpetuate these
negative valoes. If you
e someose encroach
ing on positive sparts

young athietes drserve.

® First Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Clipping the culture vultures
Robert Wanek Jr.
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© Honorable Mention
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Quite a weekend for local athletes
Dave Selvig

@ Third Place
® Grand Forks Herald

The Hawks needed to make
NDSU QB beat them, but they didn't

Brad E. Schlossman
® Second Place
®* Grand Forks Herald
At least for a day, UND is out of NDSU's shadow
Wayne Nelson
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Gopher state great
Mike McFeely
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© Honorable Mention

®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
...he just keeps ticking
Lyle Van Camp
® Third Place
= Elgin, Grant County News
Editorial
Jill Friesz

@ Second Place

®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
What is best for the students
Lesa Van Camp




Far Afield

BY JERRY W. KRAM

C’mon man,

There's an old story about
the tenderfoot who was try
ing to hook the family mule
to the wagon te go into towrn.
The nule just zat down on its
]Llll‘llh\"H .”!(l ]c‘lll&‘[] o mova.
The tenderfoot tried pulling and
pushing and even bribing the
mule with apples and carrots,
but it wouldn't get up. Fimally
the crusty ald hired man came
over and with a six foot two by
four and with a swing worthy
of Barry Bonds smached that
mule right between the eyes
T||‘ mule collapsed, but when

i it senses, it dociley
stood up and allowed the hired
man o harness it 1o the wagon,

“First)" the old man told the
tenderfoot, "You have to get its
attention.”

Mearly two years, in the first
months of the pandemic, [wrote
in this very column age that our
state was I‘(I'IQ,Y 1 woud job leep
ing the wirus at lu:. Trouble was
our success eatly on made us
complacent. And when screech
ing voices starfed demanding
that economics take precedence
over public health, the party was
on and the hangover was disas-
trous,

Its hard to remember now
but doctors and epidemiologists
were already expressing concern
over the opening of state for
graduations and Memorial I ay

bars and restaurants
Sure enough, North Dakota saw
a spike in cases in early June
of that year. There was another
apike following tha |
July celebrations. Bvan after
vaccines were introduced, we
had more and more spilkes, the
latest of which, caused by the
Variant, is only now start-
T

EDITOR

get the shot

25 but in most places they were
allowed to lipse between spikes
in hespitalizations and deaths.
Many places still have them, but
they are moutinely ignored. The
life-saving vaccine is free, and
yet it is routinely wilified

Almost exactly a year agp,
| was one of the victims of the
pandemic. | wasn't officially
diagnosed, but 1 couldn't get
out of bed for four days. It was
something | never want to go
through again, so as spon as |
could, I got the shots. My broth
ar i|m had COVID last year, but
when [ talked to him in mid
September he said he bad decid
ed not toget vaccinated becanse
he had already had the disease.
Turms out he was one of the one
in four people who didn't gain
immunity “naturally” after ﬁw
ing COVID. Two weeks later he
was admitted to the hospital
and stayed there thres weels,
Hiz oxygen levels are still not
back to rormal and he is facing
a long recovery.

His story isn't unusual. Bven
though the nwmber of vacc
nated and unvaccinated people
are about agual, nine out of 10

i i hospital are un
va nationwide,  Places
like ldaho were so overwhelmed

7 hespitals in
other states to take patients to
make room in their intensive
care units.

S0 we do what we can, even if
it isn't enough. At least we can
do our part to not make things
worse. Wear a mask, Get testad,

rially if you have symptoms.
s

ry. Keep your

restaurants

N

First Place

"= New Town News

C'mon man, get the shot

Jerry Kram
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A vear into the pandemic, I'm still stressed
Rachel Brazil

@ Second Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent

At what price do we take care of ourselves?
Allen Stock
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Charting new
territory

by Amy Wobbema

T'he past few weeks have
been a whirlwind. I've tak-
en on two new roles, and
I traveled more than 400
miles from home in the
midst of it all.

I became the 10th pub-
lisher of the Foster County
Independent on Oct 1. I was
also abruptly promoted to
first vice president of the
North Dakota Newspaper
Association a few days later,
and I will be considered for
election as president in May
of next year.

Both of these responsi-
bilities I accepted willingly,
after thoughtful consider-
ation. Then, as my husband,
son and I spent hours in the
vehicle traveling to Dead-
wood, 5.D. for a newspaper
convention this past week-
end, I reflected both on how
far I've come as a journalist,
and how far [ have yet to go
in the years ahead.

While this might be a re-
fresher for Transcript read-
ers, | wanted to use my first
column in the Foster Count
Independent to share wiﬂ:
readers a little about myself
and how [ approach news.

My philosophy is similar
to Allen Stock’s, a veteran

newspaperman who has
spent 65 years serving the
community where he lives.
Democracy demands jour-
nalism, and it is our respon-
sibility as community jour-
nalists to report the news
impacting our communities,

We are here to celebrate
with our readers, such as
we did last week in New
Rockford. Our Homecom-
ing spread featured full-col-
or photos and articles about
the annual event, and was
sponsored by local busi-
nesses. Kudos to Kyrie
O’'Connor, who took all the
photos and designed a fan-
tastic spread!

We are also here to in-
form and educate our read-
ers, which requires writing
about the not-so-pleasant
news. We publish articles
when lawsuits are filed,
when workers walk out,
and when people commit
crimes.

Our pages are built to be
a reflection of the commu-
nities we serve, not of our
own interests, Therefore,
when we cover an unset-
tling or controversial topic,
we do so because our goal
is to provide information to

our readers.

We seek comment from
individuals on all sides of
an issue in order to provide
readers context, 5o tl ey can
make their own decisions,
We give individuals the op-
portunity to pen follow-up
responses once a story is
written, and we run correc-
tions when we are notified
that we have made errors.

Oftentimes our job is easy,
as there is so much good
happening in our commu-
nities that we can fill our
pages with positive news.
Other times we lay awake
at night going over every
word we have published,
asking ourselves if we have
done everything we can to
make a controversial report
fair and balanced.

This past week my staff
received an email stating,
“Your publication’s small-
mindedness astounds me”
because we published an ar-
ticle that someone deemed
unfavorable. This was af-
ter both the reporter and 1
worked on it for three days
to ensure that we removed
any personal character at-
tacks. We also laid out all
the issues for individuals on
the other side (in writing)
and gave them an opportu-
nity to respond before we
went to press.

This, dear readers, isjour-
nalism at work. We don’t
take tough topics lightly,
and we certainly don’t pen
“biased and inaccurate” ar-

@ First Place
= New Rockford Transcript

ticles for the sake of selling
newspapers.

I have been a part of the
New Rockford community
for 17 years, and | stake my
reputation on making sure
that your local newspaper
contains articles that are not
only accurate, but relevant
to the community.

I have also spent time
in Carrington. In fact, my
first job was at the Car-
rington Dairy Queen, where
I learned customer service
from Dan and Joanne Hel-
frich. My grandparents, Ted
and Vonnie Schimelfenig,
moved to Carringtonin 1972
and remained residents un-
til their deaths. Some of my
best memories happened in
their modest stucco home
on Second Street North.

Taking on the responsi-
bility of another newspaper
will not be easy, but it is a
path I have chosen because
I care about these communi-
ties. | know Hwy. 281 well,
and you will often find me
on the road throughout the
next few decades.

I am grateful to the staff
both in New Rockford and
Carrington, who work hard
every day to produce news-
papers that local people
want to read. And I'm also
grateful to you, the read-
ers, for your support, en-
couragement and feedback.
I look forward to hearing
from you.

Charting new territory
Amy Wobbema
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© Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Americans prepare to tighten their belts
Todd Morgan

@ Second Place
= Crosby, The Journal

Transparency lacking in city process

Cecile Wehrman




WHY IN THE WORLD SHOULD
AMERICAN TAXPAYERS BE PAYING
$450,000 10 ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS!

Just when you doa’t thimk that ® 5 possible for the Biden A dmin-
igtraticn 1o ceene 1p With snother goefy ides to apend ancther Bllion
or g0 oftaxpayer meonsy, {be newe mediz has uncowvered yot zocther
head seratoher

This pad week, the Wall Street Jonmal repoclad that the Whits
Hemze 2 asebing bo pay illegal immigrants seimed a1 the 1.5 border
£450,000 per pereon of up be 51 millon per Bl

Tep, you read that right. American faxpayers, who ars stuggling
1o enest their mocethly ebligations and who ¢an caly dream of seeing
2 $A50,000 windfzll land o theTr Japs, would enes again be o be
el for more federa] geverninent spending.

Accordng bo the nows repart, the U2, Department of Justes,
Heomeland Securtty, and the Health and Human Services are con-
sidering these prpments m regponce 1o laseuits filed by families of
illegal inimigrants claaming thet they have auffered from “lasing
pepeholomenl tranna’™ as 4 result efbetmng separated al the cothem
border affer having arogsed inte the Uned Stabes Ulegally

Tn 200 8, then-Preaident Trump enacted a ‘zerctolerande polioy” to
slowr e mash of legal wmmagrams nte the Uniled States, Under thal
policy, children eculd netbe detained at the berder and as 2 resnlt
farmliss were separsbed, somelimes with no way bo frack nd reunile
them later co. By best astimates, about 5,500 shildren were separatad
at the berder ever the corss of the Thump admmigralicn,

And now the Jawauts by the families are alleging that the s~parat-
wd ehtldren wers heused i peor coad tions, snd semetimes sufaed
freem e Inwicdicn or heat exhanstion o wers kept i freezing eold
foctng afnd offered Tls toedieal o e, Lawyecs for the fanilies argle
the children have suffered long-lasting tranms from the ansty of
heimg wetheur their pareriis.

s, i 1s unforbunais that the children were ssparaled from thewr
parents when the fimnilies were trying io enter the Unied States i-
legally.

And ilegally = the leay word that everyone musl seinember.

Mo mattar what happened 10 the families when they were appre
hended by the U3, Border Fairol, the fact 15 that thess familizshad
e right teenterthis aountry in the firat place. And a8 ilsgal immi-
grants they should ped be entitled 1o any compensation,

Obviously, the propesed payear to thess illegal immigrants is
drawmng a sharp rebuke from many m Congress, as well s from
woncemed efizens acroze the country.

And it aheuld.

hy should the Biden Administration even considsr previding an
catimated &1 bilhen in taxpayer ramey to dllagal aliens, as wellasa
pathvray e elzsnshup?

That 12 3 quastion that every American needsto be asking their
membere of Congrass.

@ First Place

= Watford City,
McKenzie County Farmer

Why should American
taxpavers pay $450,000
to illegal immigrants

Neal A. Shipman




© Honorable Mention

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Once we cover a crime, it lives online
forever; but does it need to?

Carrie McDermott

@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Consequences exist;
First Amendment is not a blank check

Frank Stanko
@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun

Thank vou, essential workers,
for what you do

The Jamestown Sun Staff
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COMMENTARY

We all bear the responsibility to come together

o e the message:
hiat Ties resonted
th most after

the shocking everts
inour nation's Capitol
Wednesday were words
that came from an
crpgnization that serves
Earmers.

Wi st come:
together, the message
s, Mot as farmers
or city workers. Not

Republicans
|x| iberals. So-called

moderates, Libertarians,

Antifa, Prowd Boys, or
whateves

come together. As
Americans, We must
put aside bitterness.
Dsappolntment.
Outrage. We must
rally instead behind
the principles that
forged our great
nathon — in a time of
great and desperate
division — and which
has ultimately held us
togother through two
workd wars and moee

besides.

We must do this.
Becatse we caniniot
sustain our Repablic,
and our liberty, if we

ot

Thave been in the
news business for
g o B0 years now.
And [ can count on the
fingers of one hand the
number of thmes I've fit
compelled to wrise an
editorial. Particularly
an editorial about
politics.

| much prefer 1o focus
on telling a good story.
1 I|In'~v|r|||m.<ll‘nl[
Earmers. Ol and gas.
workers. [ love gee-whiz,
ain't that cool science.,
It's my poal every day to

P

Make America Great

Agaln hats, chanting

something that sounded
like

“Fight

Jean

that some of theen

did look relatively
harmbess, strolling
along a raped corridor
like high schoalers
sneaking into the
tescher's lounge for a
soda. But others carried
weeapans, And some
mnlml pipe bomibs. A

st s eince et
of injuries sustained
during the confliet.
Tasay what | saw
wias lllki:!l)d:l‘lﬂ!

walks of 156z on ey feed.
Republicans. Moderates.
Liberals, Libers
You name it. They
lbt'r\ Lappreciate

. They help me see
e world through their
e and educ

But it's alsa been
disturbing to watch
over the vears as
alternate realities have
risen to life, with such
devoted adherents
that you do not dare
wtter ane word of
disagreement.

1 have ewen been
unfriended over such
things. The latest was
when | pointed out to
an old classmate that
Trump supporters
are not necessarily
supporting him
because they
racist, | thought
better understanding
of why folks actually
supported him might
IK‘II‘ my liberal friend

them are attorneys
Others are teachers,
None of them are stupid.
Yet. seemingly, the more
outrageous the claim,
the more likely they
are to take it up, post
and then fervently
argue for it against all
comers. Even n:mn it
is provably The
truth, m-muu:ls. haas no
Taction,

culminated in the
winlenoe we saw in
the Capitol, where
men like Angeli, an
enthusiastic Trump
nd QAnan

devotee, beagped ;
what to me anywa

is unimaginable
Assaulting our
Cagitol. Intimidating
our lawnakers with
winlenoe. Talking about
bullet boxes instead of
ballot boes and telling
elected officials to toss
ballots that they have
senmehow determined
from afar are

fiears that are driving
the words and deeds
of your Republican
counterparts, which
soem to hutlnlmwl
rom reality. Perhaps
You are |]il publican,
dolng the same in
reverse to so-called
“Libtards™ who you
Bedieve to be “truly

8 A ariam, ar
thinking that makes
you above it all, because
you are neither of these
bickering partisans.
But you are all
wrong. All of you. |
wope that wha

to you, regardless of

which “ism™ you claim,
We huave to stop this.
Your apponcat is Tt

Darth \"xll d you

are not Luke Skyw,
defending Demoeracy.
In fact, when you cast
your opponent that
Wy, YOU are at
sornething foundationsl

1 why
not doing

!
tervifying, and | was
even there in person.

Maments after
pesting an articke
about this mot

apit
Twas confroated I!s
conspirncy theores that
somehow were already
circulating It was

uncertain and scolding
terms, A closely cropgeed
S0Mme guy in
harns was posted as
SAMIE Kind of murky

'ru- niividuals
wollknown Trump

supporter. The sign b
was carrying oh W
-

ience in their
iy ives, without
ever realizing I've
taught them anything
L\‘;ﬂlnll.lr,llxlll that at
al
Given that T have a
degree in chemistry, and
the writing bug since
] \n as 6 \\.‘ﬂl\ old, Lam
iy tothis
missio 'I'Juk s where
my head is most of the
time. But what T s
happening Wednesday
afternoon coukd not be
denied, and it den
my words now.
patriotic American
citizen
1 saw men and women
carrying Trump
flags, and Confederate
Mags, and wearing

arefully cropy

said “Q sent me.” The.
individual scolding me
with this “prool™ failed
to menthon Angeli's true
purpose at the BLM
rally was to heckle
them, and to ma

We've reached
moment in time where
people s to think
notliing of bending
photogrphs, videas,
and other details online
to fit whatever reality
they most want 1o
bedleve in. This has not
come ibout

Thave scen it crocping
upon us over the L

N-]I in so-called fly-cover

country. For the recond,
unfriended by
ves as well,

e E
in my fesd that firmiy
believes vaccines are
harmful. If they were,
Tve pobnted out, you
would see a lot more
people sulfering, since
we've vaccinated
literally everyone for
decades. Kot 1o mention,
the schentist who first
mandhe the claim has
since admitted he Caked
s study,

‘There's another group
convinoed Hillary
Clinton runs a parn
ring in a plzza parlor.
Still. Even after some
poor soul showed up at
said pizm paror with
a gun. That allegation
was made up by a guy
who later admitied he
wrat: that story just to
boost Internet u-.:rru It
cortainly wo

More |\~c\~n||). |hm-\
been an even more

“or else.”
The fact Is that we
Tave the worlkd's best

that there isnt just too
litthe evidence. But no
vidence. At all
harges of

unfairness ane serious.”
wrote Trump appolntee,
Justice Stepanos Bibas.
“But calling an election
unfair does not make

it so. (‘h.lrln'\ requine
specific al 5
then proof. \\L-h.l\\.'
neither here”

He and S0-some other
Justices in 60-some
court cases fiked by
Mr. Trump and his
SUppPOFters

Tean remember, as
a callow yout thwha
it really understand
things.as [ donow,
langhing af third workd
countries for this type
of Banana Republic
behavior. But 1 see now
with sadness that there
was 1othing 1o Laigh
about. It deserved much

heCaLse
wou are ignoring the
deeply felt concerns

s the equivalent
L(kll.kllb.a fellow
American when he or
she is down. And that is

study not too long

Ao that fournd all
these outrageous lies
online are like mental
chocolate for the beain,
They fuel endorphins
that make us feel good.

Flut it's time now
for all of us to stop
consuming these taxkc
treats.

If somothing makes
vou mad online, stop
For & mament and ask
yourself who profits if
you believe this fem,
particularly if it leads to
something foolish, like

C
cmsulmlm

L claim that
Lady Gaga ks drinking
stressed out children's
bilood to remakn
young. The photo for
hat particalar myih-
infarmation came
from an episode of &
television horror series.

The fi

ilks who believe

in my

soclal medka feeds.
As i repartes., | hane

always welcomed all

dy false
things are all people [
know. People [ consider
Intelllgent. Some of

than Twas capable of
the

f\s tough as it may
0 N

all of us IU1|L4II|L fior
this breakdown of our
soclety. There are no

aliberal unable to
understand the tervible

outrageous lies may feel

good in the maon
Bust it won't bring
us anything lastin
certainly won't preserve
our Republic.

And 150t thar whas we
all really want above all
wlsr?

e Jear i the
interim editor of the
Sidney Herald and
s covered ol and
agriculture for the
Williston Heraid,

@ First Place
= Williston Herald

We all bear the responsibility
to come together

Renee Jean
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@ Third Place

= Bismarck Tribune
Don't forget 7 who gave all in Afghanistan
Bismarck Tribune editorial board

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Jupiter Paulson died because the
criminal justice system failed

Forum staff




OUR OPINION

TIF proposals:
Plant today for
shade later

Herald editorial board
e's & scenarfo to explain tax
increment financing: A sunny
patio on a hol snmmer day
A big, sturdy shade tree would be
nice, but first it most be planted.
That will tuke effort — digging
the hale, buying the sapling,
planting it, watering it and s
The reward of the labor won't
come for years, but when it does,
the cool shade and acsthetic beauty
will have been worth the sacrifice,
The same goes for tax inerement
[imancing proposals, which allow
development projects ko avoid
iner in properly tawes fora
ot number of years. miake
projects more affordable for a
developer, allowing them to mel
their project bullt and established
before the higher tax stre
kicks in. They still pay property
taxes on the land's previously
appraised valoe, bul they won'L
pay on the new value for a
predetermined number of years,
i Fg, the sacrifice made

ity and the county — will be paid
off later wi the higher taxes
kick in and remain in the decades
that follow,

and business o

projects, Lo,

This all is relevant as the Grand
Forks &chool Board considers
series of TIF development proje
that are hoping to mowve forward

: Eple Compandes'
an ta i the
se

into apa P
and a plaza; Burian & Associates'
425 million plan o replace the
university's Memorial Stadinm
with office space and apartments;
a consortinm of devebopers'
S7 million plan to renovate St
Juhn's Block; and MNorthridge
Construction’s $27.3 million plan
Lo turn the Lyons Auto spadce,
across from City Hall, into offices,
Tetail and apartments.
A contingent of city leaders this

week outlined the development

jects and thetr hoped - for

s ta the Grand Forks School
Board. The city, the School Board
and the County Cornmission all
mmust approve the TIFs belore the
nrsiecks can movn Tomvard

® First Place
®» Grand Forks Herald
Plant today for shade later
Korrie Wenzel
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__, Editorial Page: Small Weeklies

® Honorable Mention

" New Town News
Editorial page
Jerry Kram

@ Third Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
Opinion
News Monitor staff

@ Second Place

= Elgin, Grant County News
Editorial Page
Jill Friesz




Editorial Page: Small Weeklies

. Editorial & Opinion e @ FirSt Place

Valley News & Views Editorial
Firs: i der

= ®* Drayton, Valley News & Views

Valley News & Views
Editorial Page

gl‘““' in the Slow Lane? Guest Columnist Lesa Van Camp

Disappointing Direct Election of President

Looking Down Main




___ Editorial Page: Mid-Size Weeklies _

@ Third Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Independent Opinion Page
Allen Stock, Lori Buchholtz

@ Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Banner Editorial Page
Cole Short




___ Editorial Page: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ First Place
= Harvey, The Herald Press
Editorial Pages x3
Anne Ehni, Neil O. Nelson

NEeL O.NeLson

Global warming
no longer a suspect Ole & Otto =

Town's dawg caught in ethnic fight
A . N.D. Matters




Editorial Page: Large Weeklies

A-B the welsh county Record

OPINION [ p—

- ¥ First Place

What are we paying taxes for?

Nothing gets peoples ireup  property taxes interms of funding
mare quickly in the realmofclty  city government
politics than sireet projects. Hinweves when tcomes o

the most part property

prtion

ol a com-

In the next

munityandis part of the ove
qualty of e withir
Thecity’s et g oo

of treet
projects hat s 0 aoprost-
matel n

he iy eting back i he s

s sreets. Thh

$410,000

il than st ver 109006,

mu Deosect T st of the Dok
by the city and

e "4
ney onf” Gan
wm ook of expesis g men-
cfore, but seriously; you

joned
mean tosay

eventually gone away and lefl a
hole not only for those
urban roads but for
within the city
e can argue with city hall
s it collects,

Inderstamdabl mmmm

o pon e Wea et arng
ol

arfor instance there
\upln\luq:\.ummﬁw\\mnm
Lawlr, Cherey, G,
Wil
wldh 11eh 3
Sarers, oialing s
Thecinys dhure

i 8510

their salaries and benefis that
have (0 be taken into consider-
a

Woimpro be
owers
Inother words, the city has
y

mu.u ey

Mt

the

‘abig part of their overall

big picture 10 us is unaceeptabie.
ilizens have a right [0 expect

thathes axdolarsvl el

16 lther thator ke the
property tiaxes, they say Wel
mayhe then they should nnm

opmem money. The city clai

fepart

the monthly uilit statement
miled 10 echdents, W fré rate

We suggest thos
in this discussion atiend the city
council meeting Monday, Nov.
8,406 pm., and let the council

by
; ‘mmw oty
The b

Mk

foe st st

1Ay P

aeven ating armof the
city government that goes along
ey abing the empnasis of

the matter,
W Todd Morgan

Wha‘s 10 SAY - Of season politics

egsta

Tt ol o

s i
Lo et i

ol e o
it e e e

Days Gone By

This Hicond fle photo from Oct. 16, 1992 shows Floyd and Kathy Laffety's house,

fesied W alhall s meved ol
rada that rigged theough o) 1

aperry in &
o The mkhm.m, lwnn\ 462 Hll Ay, Grafion, NO. 58337 of

dropped by 59l e returned.

of s foundation due 2 3 tor
. Phoics for Days Gane By may

e st e e hing

%o RECORD .......

e
Roeth st

gt o o
\Iwmllu\lhwuh i e s i
e

et shs.
N Mors e b oches s el

Tim 5.
o bty
[ e—
Bl & Morgan 13234950
Publiber Bty
John D Mergan 19551985
Newspaper o Walds €
e Ctes 4 n

Dhurcts

Feb. 10, May
Staff

= Grafton, Walsh County Record

12, Nowv.




. Editorial Page: Small Multi-Dailies -

@ Second Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Opinion page
Daily News staff




: Small Multi-Dailies

OPINION
ot am g | S LT ® First Place

= Jamestown Sun

What do we call people who

only care about power? . Editorial page
Kathy Steiner

Avoiding uncomfortable
conversations is why




___Editorial Page: Large Multi-Dailies .

@ Third Place
= Grand Forks Herald

Editorial pages:
Oct. 23, Oct. 30 and Nov. 3

Korrie Wenzel
@ Second Place
= Bismarck Tribune

Bismarck Tribune Editorial Page
Staff




Fditorial Page: Large Multi-Dailies

OPINION

:-ﬁl's,gi”ﬁ .y Expelling Luke Simons
pamlﬁ ¥ from the North Dakota is 1o price
F 7 House was jUStified wind power

.achoicc‘ | T . | appropriately @ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

Forum editorial pages

The solution
for blackouts

Forum staff

emdistricbing mlam mais emmain Inthos probile receed
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Standing News Fronts: Small Multi-Dailies

© Honorable Mention
= Dickinson Press
Well-Being in the Workplace
Meghan Dowhaniuk
© Third Place
= Jamestown Sun
Oil Deal Goes Sour
Emma Santee

@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun

Jamestown Rural Fire
Angela Ecklund




g News Fronts: Small Multi-Dail

EDORA WILDFIRE
ES INTO THE NIGHT

Ponsa iy deaian £ Cas

T ——

Top: A3 of 7 pm. MOT, Nrafighbara mpored that 15% of tha Nre had bean contained, coming at & ity cost of an oumnmq D0 acras bumad. Respandars
remarhad that good progress on fire contairme
of wated 1o bl asirguish 8 wikiiie 55 Bha s

9,600 acres
destroyed

Wy James B Miller, pr.
T Drcmraan Fress

X
Fogest Sersice conficmed
Thursday, Apeil s

FOBMVING AT BRIy
;|.m wyste message calling
¢ the evacaaion of homes
IMMI tusinesses in the rity of
ks, & nass ssistaney
call was placed for local,
stare and bederal fire services
10 zespund. Picefightess
ate bailing the wildfice
a1 ocd,, whish
s encroached o the ci
PIapES i increasitg sp
A5 of 7 o MDT,
tizetiphiters reparted that
15% of the fire had been
cantained, coming st s lodry
<08 f an extimansd 0,500

TS iyl Responders.
vemarkesd ftva good progress
ire contaismens was
eing made in spite of
dilficubt ez d pod flag

conditiomn:

Soarces insde the
towma condiremed with The
Dickinsen Press that the

Fromm Ehe Fives, which conlsd
104 be copdimned, Seawe
cesidents who rensained
hekitsd at bristaric siles
speiit the day 2 mabeshify
bincicet brigades, pourmg

5
buslk of the fire remained an
it ullmiulmlu

[ night,
e g to fire ||9nu|5¢'.¢<

o, Denag Bur;
declited a stanewade wisdiie
e 1 Tor:
enabling the Horth Dahota
ational Guapd to deploy
fwea UTH- 0 Black Ha
Iwedicoptens witk water
buschets s bekp fight the
illings County wildire

NW‘:frg hundredds of gallans

o€ Batae s Voeoen, 2ak

wvery effon [s bomg made to

i e historical poctions
bown.

“What's miwceming i
thas the senoke is darl, and
prams Fire sshaké i3 o while
spimike, * Palasnik sabd. *You
see n the videos as off
lach smnke onrming out and
1hat iedicates that i
mest Mkely something other
than s butniseg.

WILDFIRE: Page &

@ First Place

= Dickinson Press
Medora Wildfire

Tanner Larson
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© Honorable Mention
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
We The People
Michael Smith
® Third Place
®* Grand Forks Herald

Standing news front:
Friday fire at Ambassador Motel

Lauren Wilson
@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Little Book. Big Ideas.
Becca Clemens
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@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

Celebrate Summer Food
BRI Marcy Nickel

G Epuphued Porodorin in s simple
Ealebration of sumenal 5

Ths mplani & sl i aqu
clbvt ol 81 1R gribadt 50 &40 B30 |

[
and shin rocipe embod
the b al simipdic
sl

o gritest oy are
tppesd weEh 8

v
nisal il iwals basil b
healthy,

oy 10 sk ard

ge ciove et casad aed
Loty

arehasing cpgan.
and wey ot pick

sty
for
Ity

b Sl il yatl i peeter
Thurslays and Saiwnlirs  exgptan you pecter
Sire 1matters when TTALIAN: g 5
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® Third Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
Beware of blister beetles
Tris Anderson

® Second Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Floating Farm
Allison Olimb




Ag Coverage: Small Weekl

@ First Place

Praying for rain

By Jill Larson | Editor

This summer, mast any flower, lawn, or garden in Griggs
county is green only because it has been watered regularly,
It tums cut replacing inches of rain with a garden hose, or in
seame cases, a water fraller, is a lot of extra work.

NDSU Professor of Climatological Practice, Dr. . Adnan Aly-
Uz, said the last time Griggs county was this dry was in 1910,
He reported that the McHenry NCAWN weather station has re-
ceived 5.1%inches of rain since January 1, 2021, and the normal
rainfall for that same pericd of time is 12,33 inches.

Ryan Campbell, a Certified Crop Advisor with Centrol Ag
Considting said, “The NDAWN station 3 miles west of Cooper-
stown recorded 403 inches of min for all of April, May, Juns,
and July* The normal rainfall for this same period of time i re-
ported at 13.27 inches.

On Aug. 10, the North Dakota Wheat Commission reported
that 24 percent of the N.O wheat harvest was complete, The
report continued, “As expected, harvest results are quite vari-
able Some producers that recelved timely precipitation ane
reporting some average yield results, although this makes up
@ small portion of the spring wheat production area. Most pro-
ducers are reparting yields half of normal, with some reports
of ylelds in the single digits. Decisions continue to be made re-
garding whether to harvest low yielding crops or bale them for
heaty. Producers so far are reporting high test weights, with the
majority belng 60-62 pounds per bushel [F8.0 to 81.5 kg/hll o
higher. Protein is also quite high, rmnging anywhere from 14 to
12 percent [12% moisture basis) and moisture levels are low
due to dry harvest conditions.”

Duiarse and Janell Feiring operate a farm and ranch near
MecHenry. Lack of adequate rinfall affected their wheat crop
this year.

“Our wheat did not do well)" sald the Feirings. “We had it ad-
Justed and babed it for hay In July. We are keeping an eye on
the silage com as it may need to be chopped earty if we do nat
receive any rain’

“What harvest was highly variable in the area ranglng from
20-80 bushels per acre said Campbell “4 lot of the variability
was due to how much topsoil and subscil moisture the fisid
head tex begin the growing season, Thens was some really good
wheat on fields that were prevent plant acres last year. A lot of
fields also had uneven emergence on sand ridges and areas of
higher elevation, Those areas emerged 2-3 weeks later in many
ases when they finally received enough rainfall for germina
tion”

Griggs County Extension Agent Jeff Stachler added, *The
biggest headache has been determining when 1o harvest
Many fields had different stages of maturing wheat in it. Mast
yields | am hearing about are between 30 and 70 bushels per
acre. Normal yields are about 55 bushels per acre in Griggs
County. The test weight and protein are higher than normal”

Fuss Anderson, a crop consultant and owner of Agri-Sales,
Inc, saicl, "For the most part, | am hearing about wnex)
yields, an extra 15 to 20 bushels or maybe even mare per acre.
Most are excited at what they're seeing comparned to what
they were expecting.’

The ability of crops to survive and produce on just 4-6 inches
of less of rainfall and hot air temperatunes has surprised many,

“1think a lot of it had to do with the reots just running dewn
and never being saturated where the roots were lateral” said

Anderson. They [ust kept going down and that's baen the big-
gest benefit to getting us through this”

Anderson said the same seems to be true with the com and
soybeans fields he has seen

“Tve got some areas that wene saturated this spring that
haver't been able to deal with this heat, and | think it goes back
tathatwhat | just said, They've got lateral loads and they're not
as deep, Thicughout this stretch, they haven't dealt with it as
well as sorme of the others that were moderately dry the entire
time!

Stachler added his cutlock en corn and soybean produc

tion.

“The autlock for com is poor in some felds, ssid Stachlar
"Soume fields have been mowed for hay or chopped for si-
lage. Within & com field, the yiskd monitor may go from 0 to
170 bushels per acre, Normal yields are about 150 bushels an
acre. | would expect soybean yields to be reduced by about
30 percent of nomal, Normal soybean yield & 43 bushels per
acre. Significant rains could help reduce kemel abartion of
corn and pod abortion on soybean. Rainfall will help in filling
out the seed as well. The hapes of rain belping is diminishing”

Campbell added "Our corn and soybean acres have held on
a lot longer than | thought they would. The smoky conditions
have lowered our ternperatunes over the last menth and let
the plants avaid the extra heat. A ot of acres in the area have
started togo-downhill in the last week. The crops have reached
most of the subsoil mcisture they can reach and a lot of the
bearys have not reached row closure allowing for extra mos-
ture hoss”

A question that has already surfaced & how to prepare fior
the 2022 crop year.

“The last time we went through this we didn't have the
herbicide selection that we have now. I think that something
we'ne golng to have to pay attention to going forward for the
#0232 season is, crap rotation. Rotation and bow much mois-
ture we've gotten. There are a kotof chemistries that we putout
there that recpulre 10-15 inches of rain to go to the next cop.
That's something we are going to have o look at this winter
whien doing 2022 crop planning”

The draught is also affecting cattle rmnchers. Facing a lack of
pastureland for grazing, a shortage of grass to bale, drying up
water sources, ete, many producers have decsions to make.

“In June we sokd some cowi/calf pairs to redhuce our stocking
rate;’ said the Felrings. "Hopefully it will take encugh pressure
aiff of the pastures so the grass will meover next summer. We
are also grazing CRP This fall we are planning to wll the steer
calves off the cow instead of backgrounding. Hay production
s about half of mormal”

Another farmer and ncher in Glenfield shared that he has
had to block off a water hole the cattle were using due to poor
water quality, and insteact he is hauling water,

= Cooperstown,
Griggs County Courier

Praving for rain
Jill Larson
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® Honorable Mention

= Harvey, The Herald Press
Drought takes its toll
Anne Ehni

@ Third Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Hung out too dry
Cory Erickson
® Second Place
®* Tioga Tribune

Farmers divided over cloud seeding

Jacob Orledge




“It’s heart-wrenching”’

Farmers and ranchers deal with
effects of severe drought

by Amy Wobbema
Sloughs are going dry threugh
out the county, and pastures are
bare of gras

Mo measurable rain has fall
e aloice July 3 I Mew Rockford,
and the MO Agriculbural Weath-
er Metwork n'lr orts that just 013
inches of rain has been recorded

north of Carringtan singe July 1,
Watar  holes
that used to
provide e
freshment  for
livestock  have
nearly  dried
up, With mud
along  the
edges of the
water holes, the
cows will bury
themaelves
be: they
water,
sale Chandy
Howard, Bddy
County MOSLI
Extension

Apent.

ided to bale
were short

on roughage tor their |\P;i
“Timne I8 of the sssence. The
ge M0, ranch is at 10-20%
wrmal hay erop,” Schafer

sald. “T¢'s hearl- v.r.-lu{l\lng
With nutrient quality going
backwards every day they go
witheut rain. preducers recently

Vegetation Drought Response Index

North Dakota
July 25,202

As for the mw cmops, Schafer
s hopeful, 1 think thers some
poteritial 1 I|\9r9 hul the " in has 1o

3 Ih. oW

* Much

of the corn managed to F{:|||r|d|

threugh the heat. but same did
net

Area producers want o praze
or hay their wheat, and Berinett

ENCourages
them o test for
nitrates  before
rming  and
malas ot onto
a field. Nitrate
polsonlng, Is &
serious and of
ten [atal condi-
thon that eecurs
after Hvestock
ingest feed
stuffs that con
tain high levels

of nitrate
Howard's
desk at MNDSLI
Extensfon was
- withy

® First Place
= New Rockford Transcript

It's heart-wrenching:
Farmers & ranchers deal
with effects of drought

Amy Wobbema

i

The Vegetation Dreught Response Index, ar Veg. w battles
DRI, is 2 weekly depiction of vegetation stress across on Monday,
the contiguous United States [t's published online at from moent

The samme
riverbanks
that flooded in

2019 and again
in 2020 new
don’t have not
enough water flowing in them to
water a cow herd, “To me that's
unbelievable in that short of
time,” s h

ducer and

of N\ W R.x k-

corded just

h (0,30)

of rain the entire manthy of July.

Two miles te the west of him, his

reighbar got a bit more, abeu

halt an frch, z‘\.rwdu.r o the east
hasa't potten a drop.

‘Wn are way h-l} dne niormal ¥

he said

tures bare, livestock
e using all the forage
n to keep animals

produc
available to

hittps: ¢ fvegdri. unl edu

locked to USDA to access another

sovree of forage, CRIP acres
“We can’t change {tbut we can
Schafer said of

the fead needs for hese cow
noted,

As producers begin to haove
Schater sald he arlll(l'nrs that
ylelds on small prains such as
oals, barley and wheat an going
Lo be just as spotty as the precipl
tation hias been:

“I you're not a livestock pro
ducer, you're going to harvest
what you can,” he surmised

samples taken
i various plac
es  through
out the county. She's also test
for lotal dissolved solids [TDS),
which are higher than normal
this vear. TDS represents the to
concentration  of  dissolved
substances in water. TDS s made
up of norganic salts, as well
small amount of organic ma
Eddy Couity Emergincy Ma
ager Lisa Thompson told county
commissioners ab Tuesday’s spe
elal budget meeting that she was
working on a Drought Declara
fori, The commission is expectad
to adopt the declaration and de
b of emergency at the
g. 2 regular mesting

CONTINUED ON PG A

The photos at left illustrate just how dry Eddy County has gotien this summer, due to high tempera-
tures and nearly no precipitation. The top shows what's left of a water hole in central Eddy County.
The mud that surrounds it is thick enough to bury cows that attempt to reach the remaninig water At
bottom is a pasture in central Eclcy County, where the grass is dormant due to lack of mcisture
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@ Third Place

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

Planting in the dust
Neal A. Shipman

® Second Place
® Crosby, The Journal
Drought doesn't dampen plans
Svdney Glasoe Caraballo
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First Place

® Crosby, The Journal
Intercropping can be a key to soil health

Brad Nygaard

Intercropping can be a key to soil health

By Brad Nygaard o A T AR ey —
A lot has changed in the hun- ,I b h : V’iﬂ‘#"rmt‘ Wk >
dred or so years since settlers v 5 ek e By i
broke the prairie and started rais- L ' o 7 A 1. "
ing crops and livestock — not all of A B }
it good.

Sure, farming techniques and
crop yields have changed drasti-
cally, too, as has livestock pro-
duction, but what about the land?

“The land's worn out,” Divide
County farmer Phil Johnson said
recently. “There needs to be a
way to regenerate or improve the
land. When prices are good, we
get by, when prices are poor, it's
hard to make a living.”

Johnson, who farms with his
dad, Harlan, made that statement
while attending a recent Soil
Health and Intercropping Tour.

This year's tour, sponsored by
Soil Conservation Districts in Di-
vide and Williams counties, Crop
Improvement Associations and
NDSU Extension offices, focused
on how producers might be able
to achieve soil improvement, us-
ing techniques like cover crops,
intercropping, even cattle to im-
prove the health of their soil.

Brad Hygaam — The Journal
Keith Brown, Williams County Soil Conservation District, and Betty Brown, Divide County Scil Conservation District, ad-
dress ag producers addressing a recent soil tour that included stops in Williams, Divide and Burke county areas.
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©® Honorable Mention
= Williston Herald

Grenora-based farmer talks about growing
organic
Renee Jean

@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Risks and rewards
Audra Anderson

@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun
Ag innovation fund ...
Keith Norman




TAKING THE BULL BY THE HORNS

i @ First Place

= Dickinson Press
e A rodeo veteran's journey

[T ———

A rodeo veteran's journey to breeding

e = to breeding

Jackie Jahfetson

Reflecting on s




©® Honorable Mention
= Grand Forks Herald

American Crystal VP says
there have been more difficult harvests

Sam Easter

® Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Moorhead couple leaps at chance
to raise crickets to make flour

Tammy Swift
@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Midwest pipeline: test for
ND's carbon capture goals hits snags

Adam Willis
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@ First Place

= Bismarck Tribune

TOMSTROMME, TRIDUNE

lamie Schurhamer Is the lead agronomist with Hefty Seed Co. In'wWilton and Hurdsfleld. Schurhamer said business has been down this year due to

drought plaguing North Dakaota,

Drought takes economic toll

2021 a tough year
for ND businesses
despite federal aid
AMYR, S15K
BEmarck Tribune

The drought in Morth Dekots
hs ted the dizeusmions:

th

ie Schurhamer hss had
farmers thiz yesr.

et the lesd agronomist
& 2] 10 Wilton 3n
e company sells
aeeds, fertilizer amd chemicalz
ta farmers, working with them
to impeove their crop.

"I'm supposed tobe more of a
cheerleaderin this pasition, but
T'we glzo epent 8 while now try-
ing to figure out where the yiek
comes in these cropey Schur-
hamerzaid. “Alot of my conver-

sations have been, raglistically,
what areour polentiziz and what
1 be gpent I reach Lhoge
potentisla”
Parmers bought a lot of seed
to plant this year, but fartilizer
and chemical sales have been
way down.

The locations in Wilton and
Huord:feld combined have sold
just over hall the fertilizer and
about two-thirds of chemicals

such g3 inzecticides they would
in a typical year.

HWhth the moisture gitualion,
we're nol zseing those dollars
spent) Sehurhamer said.

A number of other businesses
thronghout the state are in a
similar pasition az the drought
parzists. All of Morth Dakots is
in zome form of drought.

Phisasis 2ot DROUGHT, Piages A%

Parched Plains

Amy R. Sisk,
Sam Nelson,
Travis Svihovec,
Blake Nicholson,
Jack Dura
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¥ Honorable Mention
®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
Life's Court
Clint Van Camp

@ Third Place

®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
A rare gift...
Lesa Van Camp
® Second Place
= Hettinger, Adams County Record

Making the world go 'round
Cassidy Blade
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Far Afield

BY JERRY W. KRAM

EDITOR

The traitor’s rag

With Flag Day just behind us,
I've often wondered how a battle
fag of a rebellion against this
commtry hecame a much loved
symbol of so called patriotism.

After all, you don't see monu-
ments to Benedict Arnold dot-
ting New York or Danial Shays
in Massachusetts. Shays led are
bellion against the United States
even before our Constitution
was written. Rehels and rebel
lions are not treated kindly by
history in this country, with one
exception.

There has beem a mythology
created about the Civil War, that
itwas a glovious, romantic strug-
gle to preserve something grand
andnable. Tt you read the found
ing documents of the Conted
eracy, vou will see that the war
was about preserving the right
of some people to hold other
Ecoplc as property, to be able to

uy and sell them like you would
a car or sandwich. Selling them
even itit meant taking hushands
away from wives or children
away from their mothers.

That rebellion turmed into the
bloodiest war in the history of
our nation, counted as the per
centage of the population that
was killed, maimed and wound-
ed. Tt is called by some the first
maodern war, where the engines
of techmology made the business
of dealing death to the enemy
possible on a scale never imag
ined. Fhotographer Matthew
Brady used a new technology
called a camera to capture for a
haorrified public the aftermath of
fields of the bodies of young men
that seemed to stretch to the ho-
TZOM,

hetter treatment from the coun-
try they had fought and died tor
in Burope. That led to a panic
that saw the resurrection of the
Flan inits maodemn form as a na-
tional organization. Even North
Dakota newspapers of the era
happily reported about Flan pic-
nics and parades, In the South,
entire black commumities were
destroyed it they became too
prosperous. Jim Crow and seg-
regation emerped stronger than
ever from those struggles.

‘The centenmial of the Civil
War fnally saw the first cracks
m the wall the South had built
around itself since they sur
rendered at Appomattox Court
house. Leaders like Rosa Parks
anid Martin Luther Emg and
the new medium of television
brought the injustices of Jim
Crow right into the living rooms
of the nation, and the nation re-
coiled in disgust. The hate flled
riots that tried to prevent little
boys and girls from gomg to the
“wrong” schools were met by
tederal marshals and the Nation
al Guard. Laws guaranteeing the
right to vole, to go to school, to
he able 1o travel freely, even the
right to spend your hard earned
money at the business of your
choice, were written, passed and
mare importantly, enforced.

The struggles of the Civil
Rights Era did not come with
out a cost. Many were beaten.
Churches were hombed. Some
were killed. Reverend Eing, like
Lincoln before him, didn't see
the fruits of his dream because
he was cut down by an assassin’s
bullet,

Now, 50 years later, we are

@ First Place

® New Town News
The traitor's rag
Jerry Kram
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® Honorable Mention

= Carrington, Foster County Independent

Some photos lost in flooded basement
Allen Stock

@ Third Place

= Harvey, The Herald Press

There's more to it
Anne Ehni
® Second Place
= Hillsboro Banner

Jerry Olsen column
Cole Short
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First Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Raising a glass to a friend gone too soon
Kayla Morton

COLUMNIST

Raising a glass to a friend gone too soon

Tonight 1 get to set an extra seat at the table
to celebrate you.

I"ve been trying to decide what 1o get for
dinner for weeks now and have
it marrowed down, but &
having a hard time pic
one thing,

Should I pick up sushi, grill
a juicy steak or jump straight
to endless fondue for dessert in
a makeshift chocolate fountain
that you'll no doubt ger
everywhere!

[ know you're probably
laughing at my indecisiveness
and would tell me anything |
came up with is fine.

I*11 pour a glass of wine
for e of us as memories are reminisced from
elementary school through high school,

Remember when we went to Philadelphia
for our big fifth-grade field trip and you made it
your goal to impersonate as many presidents as
possible in the Hall of Presidents?

You had me crying with laughter,

[ couldn’t believe vou studied so much just
for something so silly.

Or when we both tried Philly ch sicaks
for the first time that same trip and laughed at
how much cheese oozed out of the bread that
couldn’t hold all the meat the vendor slabbed
on?

MORTON

Spores Fdivor

Fast forward to middle school when we
both had an extra period and ook a class called
Aguahavens,

We thought we'd be sitting in a classroom
learning about ocean life for a full year

Instead, the class turned oot to be taking
care of the school fish tanks around our middle
school.

Who would ve thought?

Somehow we fooled the teachers into
thinking that it was a smart idea to have us be
year-long parners.

And not only that, but they thought we were
responsible enough to take care of the largest
tanks with the most fish in the front office.

Too bad we accidentally messed up the pH
readings one day and killed three.

But then you had the brilliant idea to have
fish funerals at the dumpster outside behind the
school,

Your acting skills proved vital again as you
put on your best priest impression.

I think that's the only time I'll ever find it OK
to laugh at a funeral.

Tonight 1" recount the countless birthday
parties of mine you came (o and how 1 was
always secretly excited to open your present out
af all my friends the most.

You always bought me the covlest clothes or
made me the neatest gifts.

I even have a personalized chalkhoard
hanging in my Banner office now that Connie

made.

And here’s where 1'll pour some more wine
probably because | said your name.

I know you have free reign to see everyone
you want to see today and can do more on this
birthday of yours than maost others, especially
mast recent ones,

Because this is the second time March 5 has
come around on the calendar and 1 don’t get to
call you or physically celebrate with you.

I only et to reminisce every childhood
memory T have with one of my dearest and best
friends who | now get the honor of having as a
guardian angel.

I never knew the smile you had acting out
George Washington or trying to save your
cheesesteak would mean so much 1o me.

I never knew how much you standing on a
wooden step stool at a middle school dumpster
preaching about a goldfish named Conner would
mean so much o me.

Somehow, that smile never left your face in
your seven-year battle with cancer.

You always made time for me, even on your
worst and most painful days, with a smile on
your face

1 hope you can stop by your spot at my table
tonight to make a little time again, because you
taught me to never take time with anyone for
granted. and | sure do miss you.
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@ First Place

Out of my mind: Writer's block

1 haven't
written as
many col-
umns as I
once did. Tt
isn't for lack
of trying.
Many times
I have sat
down, fingers
poised in
the correct

kevboarding po-
sition, wanting to write, but
thoughts of my brother stand
in the doorway to my mind,
blocking my thoughts.

Seeing him stand there,
with shoulders wide and
his trademark mischievous
smile, I can almost hear him
say, "Sorry sib, there's no
getting past me.”

Strangely, he is holding a
shiny, red apple and after he
speaks, he bites into its crisp
juicy flesh. His eves, twin-
lling, he stares into mine
while he nonchalantly chews.
Leaning up against the door
frame, legs crossed at his
ankles, he continues to look
into my eyes,

“You'll figure it out,” they
seem to be saying. “1 know it
sucks, but you are going to
have to “feel” if vou want to
get through this door.”

Soon my vision is blurred
and so is the image of my
brother. Hot tears run down
my cheeks and I drop my
hands from my keyvhoard.

I'll try again another day,

T tell myself. But it has been
nine months since he died
and still I am unable or un-
willing to push past him, to
walk through the door and
experience what is on the
other side.

And so, even though 1 miss
writing in the way 1 was once
able to, T am equipped only
to write about things that do
not serateh the surface of my
heart. | can write editorials
about being compassionate
to animals and personal col-
umns about how inept T am
at operating a zero turn lawn
maower, T can not, however,
access the feelings required
to write about my brother's
life or his death. Therefor, 1
can not write about my own
life as his death has changed
my life in inexplicable ways.
Sometimes I feel like my life
has become someone else's.
Evervthing seems foreign; as
if I'm hesitantly experiencing
it from a distance.

T used to hear the words,
‘Life changing event' and ap-
ply it to things like a move, a
birth, a marriage, a divorce,
a new job; never did [ apply
it to death. Never the death
of my only brother. Never the
death of my life-long friend
and partner in crime.

Bottom line is, I am not the
same person without him on
Earth or without him in our
family. I'm trying to figure
out who 1 am without him,
but so far I don't know,

A friend of mine, who has
lost her parents and her only
sibling and her hushand,
posted this on Facebook the
other day. She is not the au-
thor, but she felt the author’s
words as profoundly as [ did.

Sometimes you get what
you warnt, Other times, you
get a lesson in patience,
timing, alignment, empathy,
compassion, fuith, persever-
ance, resilience, humility,
trust, meaning, awareness,
resistance, purpose, clarity,
grief, beauty and life. Either
way, you win.

Losing my brother does not
feel like a win, But the hard,
hard, hard lessons learned
from it are wins.

Grief is a process, they say.
Maybe one day 1'll have the
strength to feel the emotions
that are hiding bevond the
door in which my brother
stands. But for now, I choose
to believe just as he did in
life, he is protecting me. He
will know when T am strong
enough to step over the
threshold and then is when
he will step aside.

= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Writers Block
Angela Kolden
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Warning: Your computer
may be compromised

Carrie McDermott
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Six stories from Stanko ? First Place

Frank, Richland County reporter, looks back on a few favorites

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Six stories from Stanko
Frank Stanko
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Far Afield

BY JERRY W. KRAM

The kids are all right

Want to feel old? You know
all these kids people have been
complaining about for the last
20 years, The Millenmials? They
started turning 40 last year,

Yep, the generation that my
generation loves to hate has
reached middle age, while Gen-
eration X is getting ready for
prostate exams, colonoscopies
and the other indignities of ma-
turity, Meanwhile, 4 new, most
Iy umnamed generation of kidsis
starting make its own mark. It's
a generation for whom 2-11 is
as far in the past as World War
11 was to this Baby Boomer, for
whom making p{ume calls is
probably the least important
use for a phone, and grew up
with techmeology that tock the
rest of us years to figure out.

So mnaturally, it's time for
Boomers, Generation X, and
Millenmials to make common
cause against our common en
emy, the new kids. But [ think
1 just might defect to the other
side,

Do you read xked.com on the
Web? If you don't, you should.
It's a webcomic that refreshes
three times a week done by a guy
named Randall Munroe, XKCD
is an oddity m these days of su-
wrrhargm{graphics and jazzed
up animations, Most of the com
ics are simple stick figures, five
lines and dircle - not even a smi-
ley face to show emotion - but it
has proven to be one of the most
clever and widely reproduced
comics on the Intemet

A few years ago, [ ran across
one of his comics that has stuck
with me. Like most of his work,
this one is simple and dirvect,
even if it lacks ilis iconic stick

current generation in charge, or
the previous peneration, who
are determined, wise, frugal,
strong and patriotic, of course,

About the same time began
the outhurst of what I call youmg
fogeyism, a piece in Time Maga
zine deaying the then current
crop of teenagers and young
adults, now called Millennials,
who were accused of being nar-
cissistic and self-absorbed. The
funmny thing is the author was a
member of "Generation X" who
just a decade before was accused
of being - horror or horrors
narcissistic and self absorbed.
Across the Intemet there were
two reactions, the first being
“There’s still a Time Magazine?”

The second, and more pro
found point was that all teenag-
ers are to some extent, self ab-
sorbed. It's a feature, not a bug,
Kids of that age are learning the
ropes of the adult world, their

lace init, and what rules can be

ent., Ever since we started nam-
ing generations with baby boom-
ers, every preceding generation
has been shocked, shocked | tell
you, that the current generation
might have ideas and beliels
that confiict with their own,

Somehow, despite the ever
dedining quality of people’s
offspring, we manage to keep
produdng soldiers, teachers,
scientists, business people, me-
chanics, and even writers who
keep the world rolling along for
the next, lazy, self absorbed gen-
eration to screw up. That is, if we
don’t screw it up first.

Ido think thereis a real threat
to our current cop of young
people. My generation, the
anas raiend an Cordon Celika's

@ First Place

®= New Town News
The kids are all right
Jerry Kram
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Neil O. Nelson
® Second Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent
What do they do with those yellow plants?
Allen Stock




Personal Column- Humorous: Mid-Size Weekli

Looking back on 10 years at the paper

Az we near the end of 2021,
wie' e guickly approaching a mile-
wione al the Hillsboro Banner,

February of
2022 marks a full
10 years of news-
paper ownership
for me, my sister
and brotler-in-
law.

Thix fall
marked the 10th
year of H
Central ¥

CORY
ERICKSON

covered, and it feh o0

like the 1ith time

the Burros football team has been
in the Dakota Bowl during that
strefch.

We've sponsored 10 years of
trkey giveaways at Thanksgiving
and reponied on a decade’s wornh

Santa visits before Christmas.

Speaking of jolly ol Saint
Nick T'm premy sure our small,
family publishing group bas been
aronnl 5o long that the Kids who
penned the very firs Santa letiers
we printed are now clese to having
timy tots of their own.

So much has ckanged over the
last 100 years,

Clur pape e moved into a new
office space in 2018 after our old
building became uninhabitable.

Just like Mary, Joseph and the
newbom baby Jesus, our statt
Tsdedbed up with animals on eold
winter nights in that pre-§ %
building. However, ingead of cute
lambs, cattle and donkeys, we had
aggored rodents and hum blebees

ransacking the place

Chur stall bas undergone varous
rounds of shuffling. We've had
four different sports editors during
at time along with three adver-
lising munagers and two editors.

Sometimes, 1 wonder if "'m
what his changed the most over
ithe Last 10 years,

I'm now 36 amd — based on my
appearance in the o rin the
moming — looking a bit more like
Santa every December,

1 feel even older reacding the
Christmas wish lists of children in

e thie days of asking for
“Cinderells” on VHS.
Atthe end of every year, when
Tswap out the calendar on my

&

wall, I realize the Eath has made
ancther trip around the sun and 1
see the world a liule differemly,

As coach for the Hillsbooe-
Central Valley softball team since
2012, 1've gotten old enough to
where I now feel like Dad aroond
the kids,

My mom =till bugs me that
she wantz more grandkids (she
has one) and [ joke that 1 give ber
about 60 every yeir but she just
disesm’t realize it yet

Seeing my players perform
al holiday concerts al our atea
schools also brings hack memo-
ries

@ First Place

er” and, in third
grade. sang aboul a gingerbread
cookie that came to life.
Mow, | look forwand to seeing

blessed to coach every year, make
similar memorie:

10 20 or 30 years, [ hope these
Kids are able to look back with
fondness on the me mories they' ve
anade here in Hillsboro and realize
oy mch they"ve grown and
changed

We at the Banner will do our
best to document it all.

= Hillsboro Banner

Looking back on
10 vears at the paper

Cole Short




Personal Column- Humorous: Large Weeklies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Lisbon, Ransom County Gazette
Off The Top: Should take the week off
Lynn Kaspari
© Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Tuck's take
Chelsea Wysocki
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Who we are
Steph Cronje




Personal Column- Humorous: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

= Casselton,
Cass County Reporter

Out of My M

For years I have longed
for a zero turn lawnmosw-
er. [ have a large vard and
I presumed by watching
others mow with a zero turn
that having one would save
me some much valued time.

Other people made it look
s0 easy, | never consideraed
I'd have any difficulty.

Eclter The first time T climbed
aboard the hig green ma-
chine, it was to give my son

a lesson on how to run it, assuming it might

be difficult for someone less experienced to

adjust to the change.

He stood outside the shop waiting for his
lesson. Things got off to a shockingly slow
start when I managed to wedge it sideways
between the walls, seemingly unahle to con-
trol what direction it drove.

My 14 year-old smirked, not fully daring
to all out laugh at his mother.

“Here, let me help,” he said, before
mounting the mower and skillfully and eas-
ily maneuvering it out of the predicament I
had created.

Next, he mowed like a seasoned pro,
silently showing me he didn't need my help
at all. He didn't get as close to the buld-
ings or the trees as I would've liked, but I
performed the additional trim work with-
out any complaints, figuring since he was a
kid I'd let his less than perfect mowing job
slide.

This week, when my son was back at his
dads, it was my turn to mow. I started the
task believing I would eliminate all that ex-
tra trim time with my superior, experienced
mowing skill.

Again, T became wedged in the shop, mov-
mng side to side rather than back and forth,
Glad there were no witnesses, I managed to
exit the building with only moderate dam-

ind: The bu

age to my hody from physically pushing the
mower.

All T can say is mowing with levers is
quite different than mowing with a steering
wheel. My first pass looked like T may have
been driving under the influence. I found
driving in a straight line to be quite a chal-
lenge as those levers were more responsive
than a tender mouthed horse. It felt like
I was going about 30 mph on the straight
away and I wasn't quite sure how to slow it
down for the big turn around at the end. So
T didn't slow down and almost got thrown
out of the saddle.

By the time I completed a few more high
speed straightaways and G-Force turn,
was beginning to feel like 1 did after riding
the tilt-a-whirl at the fair.

Determined to tame this bucking bronceo, I
forged on, with mounting motion sickness.

Naot realizing how much more diffienlt
the task would become once obstacles were
introduced, I attempted my first tree. I'm
pretty sure some of my scalp is now hanging
amongst the leaves.

On another straightaway, [ attempted
to mow alongside my adolescent row of
still-growing lilac bushes. Instead I ran over
their edges, sending branches into the yard
like mangled limbs. The rhubarb plant and
raspberry patch were left bleeding in my
path as well. By the time 1 got to our patio,
I had learned how to control things well
enough so that I only decapitated one solar
light and toppled one tiki torch.

The good news is, there was barely any
trimming left to do. And, without any wit-
nesses to the carnage, my lawn looks so nice
one would never guess what it endured.

Thankfully, my son is back now and 1 will
very happily do a little more trim work as
long as he is the one to go 8 seconds on the
bull that is my zero turn mower.

Out of my Mind: The Bull

Angela Kolden




Personal Column- Humorous: Small Multi-Dailies

® Third Place

= Dickinson Press
Meet Jason
Jason O'Day

@ Second Place

= Dickinson Press

Dating: connections vanishing
with technology

Jackie Jahfetson




Personal Column- H

umorous: Small Multi-Dailies

MOVIE REVIEW

COURTEST WARSER SRS,

ch other in ‘Godilla vs. Kong.' The pair show Bttle to no

¥.

‘Godzilla vs. Kong' a good
time at the movies

Monsters in  turmoil
beats all; critic glad to be
out at theater again

‘Godzilla vs. Kong™ does not
disappoint. It's a movie where
the giant lizard and the gian
ape show liitke 1o no mercy
against each other, o to any-

ng in the vicin.
ing the smack-
down on each other.

I think what 1 liked most
about the movie i that it has
something to pleade fans of
elther legendary  creal

en though | rooted for King
Kong. i admit that Godzilla
whupped him at least once,
Just like Hong did the same to
Godzilla

The plot, for the most prt,
Is pleasingly simple. Godzilla
is drawn to once again wreak
havoc, getting imo a domi.
nance battle with Kong. For
his part. Kong Is outgrowing
his home and develops o sorta:
family relationship with Dr.
llene Andrews (Rebecca Hall),
her colleague Dr, Nathan Lind
{Alexander arsgard)  and
deafl youngster Jia (Kaylee
Hosttle).

Who woalkd have guessed tha
monsters. in turmoil is mos
interesting  than  corpor
intrigue? It's not that 1 didn't
like watching plucky M

fnd out what's up with Apex
Cybernetics. it's just that for
too long. thelr anties felt like
filler, an unmi abile “B sto-

“Godzilla vs. Kong™ was di-
rected by Adam Wingard. with
a screenglay by Eric Pear
son and Max Borenstein and

w Terry Rossio and
Michael Dougherty & Zach
Shields. Readers, you know
that I'm generally not a fan
of movies created by commit-
toe — “and” means that they
worked separately; “&” means
a team — but it wasn't a deal
breaker this time around. 1
simply was having that good of
atime,

The movies cast also in-
cludes  Shun  Oguri, Eiza
Gonzilez and Demiin Bichir
as Apex bigwigs. What thelr
characters lack in depah, they
make up for with charisma and
chutzpah. One of my bigpest
smiles came when Walter Sim-
mons (Bichir),

a5 Apex's new foy, liunched

BUCSS every
new again. | give “Godzllla vs.
rat-

most. He couldn't understand
that it was permanently chised,
Every night be kegt thinking it
would open again.”

The author Larry MeMurtry
died kst month. You might
not know his name, but Tl
bet you know some of the sto-
ries he adapted or originally
wrote. There's ~Brokeback
Mountain,” “Lonesome Dov
“Torms  of  Endearmen
“Hud” ifrom his book “Horse-
man, Pass By~ and the one 1
Just quoted from. “The Last
Picture Show,

worst of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. When the new and active
cases kept on growing. Before
we had an dea about vaccine
effectivencss and it wasn't yet
Eamiliar to wear a face mask,
When places like the Cinema
% in Breckenridge, Minnesata,
closed.

You don't know what you've
g0t until it's gone. | was sur-
prised at how choked up | folt
to see cars in the parking lot
outside the Westridge Theatre,
which reapencd st weekend
in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 1
wis surpeised at how good the
popeoen wis and how sweet my
drink tasted. Shoot, even just
seeing new posters o the walls
and knowing new releases

Hong™ my

ing.
Forgive me for writing a
shorter than usual review. 1
guess I'm & littke bit o ¥
you know that
Kong”™ wis the first movie I
seent put
than 13 months?
“0f all the peogle in Thalia,
Billy missed the picture shaw

it was nice 1o have & movie to
make it out to.

1 glve going out to the theatre
agin my Highly Recommend-
ol rating.

? First Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

'Godzilla vs. Kong' a
good time at the movies

Frank Stanko




Personal Column- Humorous: Large Multi-Dailies

® Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Tammy Swift columns
Tammy Swift
® Third Place
= Grand Forks Herald

Allowing chickens may be an issue on Hagaland
Chuck Haga

@ Second Place
= Grand Forks Herald

Skunks under the porch, now what?
Brad Dokken




Personal Column- Humorous: Large Multi-Dailies

First Place

= Bismarck Tribune
Plumb never try to break up a cat fight
Travis Svihovec

NEWSROOM NOTEBOOK

Plumb never try to
break up a cat fight

bit of wisdom from
Athe code of cow coun

Ary states that a person
should plumb abways kill 3 rat-
Heznake. I don't have the clout
oreredentials to amend that
code, but Icanas a general rule
advise people to plumb never
try tobreak up 3 cat Aght.

It'z the advice
oy wille gave me
onMemorial Day,
right before I did
it, Dwold hasr
about that during

a three-hour emengency room
wizil, 4 bit lezzzo st 4 follow-up
offiee call, and just enough
during & two-day hospital stay
that she didn't sound conde-
soending.

Tl ehowered and was reachy
fior bed that evening when
sheinformed me that our cat,
Beeger, had escaped our usually
cat-proaf backyardand wasina
feline standofacross the street,
He 9, hasbeen gnlriend
tamnes, but never vicious. He'll
usually let & family m er pick

PROVIDED
Beeger, 5, relaes with Travis Svihovec, his ownerfvictim whaose hand

e bit = repeatedly - when the wellintentioned human stepped in to
beaak upacat fight.

irm up and bring himback to Thiz standoff was different.
the houge if he's at ourchiginlink He making a noize that
fence trying to protecthis terri-  mimicked anincoming mortar
tory from a four-legged introder.  round and it got louder and

more demonic when anpong or
anything came cloge.
“Don't pick him up.” my wife
idl. Looking back, it was good

Keep in mindI didn't want
thisordealto endjost sol could
go tobed. There were other
conzidarations, like small kids
in the neighborhood, What
if one of them got too cloze?
There are dogs around, too,
and though a cat is equipped
to fight, aurs wouldba in the
wrong weight class with some
of thecan it walk our
slreet. he goodof the
neighborheod and my family T
thoughtI'd pick him up, paint
himback across the street and
[ollow along az he ran T,
He'z zlept next to my hesd
@very nught since the day we
brought him home from the
barn where he was born. He
won't bita ma, He lavas me.

HMone of that matlered to him.

1 grabbed him and headed for

Please see NOTEROOK, Page B2
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Special News

Section




Special News Section: Small Weeklies

@ Second Place

= Central McLean News-Journal

Planning for the future
Staff




zéSpecial News Section: Small Weeklies

® First Place
= Park River,
Walsh County Press

Walsh County Fair -
Return to the Arena

Allison Olimb,
Larry Biri,
Brook Dahlgren

WALSTT COUNTY

COuNTY

RESS OCTOBER 20-23,2021

106T7H ANNUAL WALSH COUNTY FAIR




©® Honorable Mention

= New Rockford Transcript

Collegiate Congratulations
Staff

@ Third Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Hillsboro Banner Christmas section
Banner Staff

@ Second Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Holiday Spotlight
Tioga Tribune Staff




? First Place

= Carrington,
Foster County Independent

2021-22 Winter Sports Preview

Erik Gjovik, Lane Moellenkamp,
Linda Duursma

CARRINGTON -~ -HARVEY-WELLS Co.

MEDINA/PINGREE-BUCHANAN
Grices/MipkoTa New RoCKFORD-SHEYENNE

Insert to the Foster County Independent/New Rockford Transcript « December 20, 2021




___ Special News Section: Large Weeklies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Ag Section
Staff
© Third Place
®= Crosby, The Journal
A Change in Climate
Journal Publishing Staff
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Unity Medical Center
Jackie Thompson, Todd Morgan




@ First Place

= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Winter Sports
Chelsea Wysocki

Featuring 10 Walsh
County teams in:
Boys basketball

Girls basketball
Hockey

Wrestling

. Mot LG0T o
" g eiloe N0 il N
Sipgharant 1 T Wakh County Record © Wadnasday, Decamber 26, 2021




Special News Section: Small Multi-Dailies

'.r
@ Second Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Southern Valley Living
Candace Engstrom, Staff




@ First Place

PI- O f il e = Wahpeton, Daily News
Profile magazine
CELEBRATING THE SOUTHERN RED RIVER VALLEY 2021 f g
Candace Engstrom,
Carrie McDermott,

Audra Anderson,

Frank Stanko,
Tris Anderson,
Justin Pierce

2020 Citizen of the Year
Honorees Announced

= PEOPLE & NEIGHBORS
= AGRICULTURE

= EDUCATION

= HEALTH

= WHERE ARE THEY NOW




Special News Section: Large Multi-Dailies

® Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Impact magazine
Forum staff

@ Second Place
= Bismarck Tribune

Nurses
Staff




® First Place
®» Grand Forks Herald
UND hockey special section
Brad E. Schlossman




BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Section/Feature




Section/Feature Fronts: Small Weeklies

® Third Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
Celebrate the Seasons
Candace Engstrom

® Second Place

= Elgin, Grant County News
Friesz leads the Storm to victory
dill Friesz




Section/Feature Fronts: Small Weeklies

First Place

= Central McLean News-Journal
McLean County Ag Show
Staff

McLean County

Wednesday,
February 3, 2021

Carrison FFA Chapter




Section/Feature Fronts: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Second Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Holiday Spotlight
Tia LaCombe




Section/Feature Fronts: Mid-Size Weeklies

'- l F.‘; 4 .

SecTion B

@ First Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Aww nuts!
Cory Erickson, Cole Short

Kindred squad




Section/Feature Fronts: Large Weeklies

© Honorable Mention
= Garrison, McLean County Independent
Best of McLean County
Jackie Kohler, Staff
© Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Ag Section
Jackie Thompson
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Girls basketball preview
Chelsea Wysocki




First Place

= Crosby, The Journal
Holiday Spotlight
Cecile Wehrman




Section/Feature Fronts: Small Multi-Dailies

® Honorable Mention

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Countdown to Christmas
Candace Engstrom

@ Third Place

= Dickinson Press
Not Going to Let This Happen Again
Emily Beaman

@ Second Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Goodlife

Audra Anderson




Section/Feature Fronts: Small Multi-Dailies,

@ First Place

= Dickinson Press

Pretty Penne
Marcy Nickel

i




Section/Feature Fronts: Large Multi-Dailies

® Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Pixar's Soul
Jason Magstadt

@ Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Dishing Out Drag
Cindy Gilster
® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Flowers, Skulls & Landscapes
Becca Clemens




Section/Feature Fronts: Large Multi-Dailies

@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

Art For Everyone
Marcy Nickel

Duluth man

D
P T g el and




BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Front Page




- Front Page Design: Small Weeklies

©® Honorable Mention
= Elgin, Grant County News

Front page design
Jill Friesz

@ Third Place

= Finley, Steele County Press

Steele County Press
Staff

@ Second Place

= Cooperstown, Griggs County Courier

Griggs County Courier
Staff




@ First Place

Brightening
' . ® Central McLean News-Journal

up downtown
Central McLean News-Journal

Staff

=
&
E
3
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ipt
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>

L egar burns, set to be rebuilt

By Al WEIER




Front Page Design: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Harvey, The Herald Press

Front Page Design x3
Anne Ehni, Neil O. Nelson

@ Second Place

= New Rockford Transcript

Transcript front page entries
Amy Wobbema




Front Page Design: Mid-Size Weeklies

? First Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Hillsboro Banner front pages
Cole Short, Cory Erickson

Traill health agency Veterans Day
HI ugd b '”“ res ‘ program nixed
to slow virus




- Front Page Design: Large Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Front Page Design - March 3, May 5, May 19
Neal A. Shipman
® Third Place
® Crosby, The Journal
Journal front pages
Journal Publishing Staff
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
June 2, Aug 18, Sept 1
Jackie Thompson




Front Page Design: Large Weeklies

? First Place

cou%%!}ﬁg EORTER ' Céiiilt((:):;nty Reporter

Businesses | i) Weeks of Jan. 13,

aleried to

KTM thfts . Dec. 15, Dec. 22
' Megan Nicklay

Froan Frld‘u P

Sewer ling lost  Missing teen last
- .. Seen in Kindred

SHERIFF'S OFFICE ASKS PUBLIC
FOR HELP IN LOCATING




@ Third Place

= Jamestown Sun

Front Page Group 2

Alex Kallmeyer
@ Second Place

= Dickinson Press

Dickinson Press Front Page Design
Angela Ecklund




_ Front Page Design: Small Multz-Dalhesb

. TEE: .I.:;I:;;;honnirsfonnerl]'ally...lfewsmanag-llng;d.it.o.r @ FirSt Place
Wals = Wahpeton, Daily News

Front pages
Daily News staff

On the Road Again

Urique, vintage vehidles retuam to public eye




© Honorable Mention
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Forum Front Pages group 3
Paula Chhetri, Jessica Gaden, Mark Merck
® Third Place

= Grand Forks Herald

Front page design: June 11, Aug. 16 and
Dec. 20

Tanner Larson
® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Forum Front Pages group 1
Thayer Tessar




Front Page Design: Large M ultz—Dallzes -

® First Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Forum Front Pages group 2
Emily Beaman




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Headline




Headline: Small Weeklies

© Honorable Mention
®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
Water, water nowhere in Drayton
Lesa Van Camp

@ Third Place

® New Town News
Bound for the pound
Jerry Kram
® Second Place
= Central McLean News-Journal
Goats and good books
Alyssa Meier




Headline: Small Weekl

@ First Place

= Central McLean News-Journal

Tapping into nature
Staff

Tapping into nature

Andersons turn sap to liguid gold syrup

BY SUZAMNNE WERRE, g P "
Editor x 4 ;
Amnice little freeze at night,
with a little warm-up to about
A0 degnees the next day — and
Tepeat.
That's what rural Mercer
residents Casey and Jessica
Anderson would like to see
irom the next couple weeks
of weather. That freeze/
thaw cvele is what gets their
boxelder trees releasing sap,
which they're tapping firto.
For the past four years the
Andersons have tapped some
ofthe bozelder maple trees that
arejustalittle jaumt away from
their house on the i farm we st
of Mercer. This is the first vear
they've tapped three of them,
and they e hoping for a great
harvest of sap, which theyTl
cook down intoa butterscoichy
syrup.
Sunday's afternoon check
of the sap-collecting buckets . 5 : »
yielded very little, becanse it Mercer'a Casey Anderaon showa of | one of the tapa and collesting budceta uzed to collect aap from the
didn't freeze the night before, boxelder maple freez on the Andarson poparty

RN AR A R TR R AR




__, Headline: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Third Place
= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Why not Minot?
Erik Gjovik
® Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Goblin up candy
Cole Short




Headline: Mid-Size Weeklies

® First Place
= New Rockford Transcript

No time to spare
Amy Wobbema

The images shown above and below left are artist renderings of the design concept the NRABC has approved for Wonder Langs. Special to the Transcript, courtesy of
Heidi Favour and Saul Space Work
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Headline: Large Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Splish Splash a community blast
Jackie Thompson

@ Third Place

s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Growing in the garden of recovery
Ashleigh Plemper

® Second Place

= Grafton, Walsh County Record
George Walstad - Ye Olde Medicine
Todd Morgan




Headline: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

= Garrison,
McLean County Independent

Eve'll be seeing vou
James C. Falcon

Eye’ll be seeing you

Longtime Garrison optician retires after 40 years




___Headline: Small Multi-Dailies .

@ Third Place

= Dickinson Press
Running from Runnings
Jackie Jahfetson

@ Second Place

= Dickinson Press

True grit young man drove
to hospital right after losing arm

Josiah C. Cuellar




_ . Headline: Small Multi-Dailies
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@ First Place
= Williston Herald
Battle plans for Fourth
Renee Jean

Battle plans for Fourth




__ Headline: Large Multi-Dailies __.
B o

® Honorable Mention
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Having a ruff day?
Helmut Schmidt
® Third Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Lawmakers in the weeds on pot bills
Jack Dura

® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
No gripes about grapes
Kaity Young, Dave Olson




__ Headline: Large Multi-Dailies __.

@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Burving the bavonet, Zip to Zap participant forgives soldier
Archie Ingersoll

BURYING THE BAYONET

/1p to Zap participant forgives
soldier who stabbed him




BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Informational

Graphics




Informational Graphics: Small Weeklies

Statewide

New Actlve Cases

@ First Place

®= Central McLean News-Journal
COVID 19 stats
Kennon Kirwan

el.lllrl Co.

New Actlvae Cases

Total Active Cases [ 174




Informational Graphics: Mid-Size Weeklies

'.r
@ Second Place

= New Rockford Transcript

Agriculture statistics for Ag Week
Staff




? First Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Baseball preview

H-CV BASEBALL PREVIEW —'_ A = \ COl‘y EriCkson, COle Short

ilishore-Cantral Vabey operss 2 #ing baseball

‘Beazon Thursciay sgenst e GRoDn Spors

Hoad coach Nathan Wlsh said thes yaar's b
2 crown

e ( ’

P 5 SgPs 54t o e Reggon

ames for the Blle
S v amoe refarming pitchers.
Wil be Jenned on as hoth parts of the
‘hatsery thioughonn the year ipaicher,
cutcher)




Informational Graphics: Large Weeklies

© Honorable Mention

= Crosby, The Journal
Remote sales graphic
Cecile Wehrman

© Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Mental Health Month
Jackie Thompson, Tim Martin
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
What's growing in North Dakota
Jackie Thompson




Informational Graphics: Large Weeklies

e~ @ First Place

Casselton

Lumber |
Lumber, Windows, Siding & | . C asse ton 2
All Building Supplies
*Ask inn' wa will find!

et Cass County Reporter

Summer Home
Improvement Guide

Megan Nicklay

Auto Tech Cantar
41 5TH AVE § - KINDRED, ND
701-428-9953 20
ALLTYPES 1run- REPAIRS | ALL MAKES & MODELS | |
GAS, DESEL & SOME HYBRIDS Lo

]erry s Q5
Excavatiy

701-866-2457 |

b VALSPAR PAINT
| Knbaws;uns-T!S\h July &th

July 30th - August Bth Casssdron Vatorina
CASSELTON » 347-HANK [4265) w |
y E NELSON WANZEK
-

(701) 347-5496

Kaurman
K,;CoNsmucnon, INc

TAMPEI CONERETE

|
r,um:amnmn wml Mmlnw neuttion: cm

{701} BI6-2136

| f [




First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

Tokvo 2020
Troy Becker

The games return after being postponed by COVID-19

THE XK1 OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES e e Nk 1A

Mty 23-Aug B Tokye, Japan i oo N B o o Mgt o,
- if r; Pl Ji L Aam. hd
Oparing cosmony; Fri. Jube 3, U mm.ET o AT Tokyois 14 hours anead of LS, Ceriral fime,
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BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Best Web Site




Web Site: Small Weeklies

@ First Place

= Elgin, Grant County News
News itiiCoRD Hekaro Press gspublishing.net
GRANTOCUNTY‘JE'\’V‘E CARSOMPRESS NEWS ADAMSCOUNTY RECORDNEWS  THEHERALDNEWS OBITUARIES Jill Friesz

GRANT COUNTY NEWS PLAYING IN MEDORA

ELECTION FILING DEADLINES NEARING

Candidates who are interested in serving in a locil government position have unil 4:00 pm
Monday. April 11, 1o file documents 1o be placed on 4 city or county election ballot. City
elactions and the primary election are June 14. The general election i Nov. &

READ MORE

WEARY OF SOUP, WINTER, AND WIND

Our first calf of the season was barn this week in the middle of
deep cold. Knowing, the mama was dose (o libor s disk
approached, my busband trudged back and forth to the bam all
everiing and into the night 1o chick an her in case she or the baby

had difficulties. But that heifer decided (o wait until just hefore dawn o calve, thus ensuring

he got almest no sleep at all.
READ MORE

EDUCATION COMES I VARIOUS FORMS

I's about that time of year when kids and teachers are peiting spring Fever and are ready 1o be
done with school for the year.
READ MORE
SENIORSPOTLIGHT - i
Science Fair participants
are Grand Forks bound!
Mame: Braxton Hatzenbuhler

READ MORE

COYOTESCHOOL NEWS

Schedule of Evenis :
READ MORE. E_\-ah- filing dpaciings nearing
" ®




__, Web Site: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Second Place

= New Rockford Transcript
newrockfordtranscript.com
Transcript staff




? First Place
R = Hillsboro Banner
Bﬁﬁnérf hillsborobanner.com

P — Banner Staff

Dbt s -
Willahorshsiner. sarug g <o

Top Story ND PUBLIC NOTICES

Just got more

Hillshoro students prep for school’s annual art

showcase

& Any notice
= Ay time

AR, ™ e
AR i
FOCUS

acsa Morth Dabota.
BAPUBETH TG RS NEWTLr T £3W
I‘ on the

Lipitanss

Hillsboro Regional Airport adds to its trophy
5| collection

e M
= Tuo varpreal tal taims
Larry Mud e, pre: ora Muricipal Ainport Authesity, may nded
1o veres anather senal e ac Hlisborn Raghondl Krport. ® 08 DA i COSCT K G anmounces

+ Sokg sy ek o reopen March T uncer e
County puts road & bridge tax levy on ballat e e ey T
ovener lanet
Up w18,
= Hilibera Ragioral A port sdde ot treghy
L0 3EOrove & 304l property T nim i cobaction
3 o it parys far Foad s b g agaies i1




Web Site: Large Weeklies

@ Second Place

= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
watfordcitynd.com
McKenzie County Farmer Staff




Web Site: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

= Crosby, The Journal
JournalTrib.com

Cecile Wehrman

JOURNAL Tioga Tribune %




Famesiotn
Sun

MEIFI TARDTA

With rationed food and 9 - i i
nearby shelling, conditions . . o '
worsen for North Dakotan

held in Ukrainian prison

HEiTIILAAD CTIDGE
Anglers targeting
central North Dakota,
near-recced perch
caught

Investigators seck
witness accounts of
crach that
Farga matorcyclist;
Sjutis Temsed
Runnin 0" the Green goes well, say pameE
founder, police chief

MUST READS

iz s

Lobaes finish third with45-38 win  Ukraine defies Russian demand to  Prom phato session High squipment prices push farmer

aver Bishop Byan in state towmney | Ly down arms in Mariapol o be the fourth and ‘Tast
generation’ to run the Bjark farm

@ First Place

= Jamestown Sun
jamestownsun.com
The Jamestown Sun Staff




__, Web Site: Large Multi-Dailies .

© Third Place
®* Grand Forks Herald
grandforksherald.com
Staff

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
inforum.com
Forum staff




Web Site: Large Multi-Dailies

First Place

= Bismarck Tribune

bismarcktribune.com
Staff
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BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Online Coverage

of Breaking News




Online Coverage of Breaking News: Weekly Division

b

? First Place

= New Rockford Transcript
@ e NR-S proposes alternatives
Tty Tt ha i i e o ke ey o to East Central

Special Education

NEW ROCKFORD g

“& Transcript Nathan Price, Amy Wobbema

Official Newspaper of Eddy County Since 1883

NR-S school board will consider
proposal to separate from
East Central special education
Meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. Monday

NEWROCKFORDTRANSCRIPT.COM

NR-S school board to consider withdrawal from East
Central special education

OE® 14 6 Comments 10 Shares

oy Like (J Comment 7> Share

ﬁ Sandy Koepplin

Please attend this meeting on Monday night & support
East Central! Think of the students they work with &
how they will be affected!

Like - Reply - 9w QD 8

o




Online Coverage of Breaking News: Multi-Day Division

- e ” :,i
Qcietiee

© Honorable Mention
= Grand Forks Herald
UND Plane crash
Staff, Adam Kurtz, Matt Henson

® Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Police say 7 dead in incident at south
Moorhead home

Matt Henson, Tracy Briggs
® Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

14-year-old girl stabbed more than
20 times during attack

Forum staff




Online Coverage of Breaking News: Multi-Day Division

® First Place
= Bismarck Tribune
Wildfire threatens Medora
s Staff

Fire near Medora considered 15% contained this evening; Interstate 94 is now open. Story
updated with multiple photos and videos from the scene.

———T

(J Comment




TSR EISRAPER CONTEST
Best Use

of Social Media




Best Use of Social Media: Weekly Division

» ""

1329

< _ The Walsh County Record " @ FirSt Place

May 5, 2021- @

This week's paper features a story on the new L) Grafton ’ waISh COllnty ReCOI'd

operators of Westside Drive-In in Grafton —

Heather and David Barker along with Donna and o

Dan Thomas. The iconic drive-in is set to open for Wes tSlde
business on June 1 after a year of being closed.

e Caylee Tibert

"We've been working with Ryer (Stark) so we have
all his old recipes and we're bringing everything
back from the Wagon Master to Westside's
signature macaroni and potato salads," said
Heather Barker. "We've been managing restaurants
and in the business for some time and are really
looking forward to this opportunity."

@

Come as you are, eat in your car-

written by Todd Morgan

photo by Larry Biri

Write a comment...
o P @

News Feed Watch Matifications




Best Use of Social Media: Multi-Day Division

i Tl 'tst
v
b=
- ey
o ﬁ
¥ '
2 Ll ) ?'

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

NFL draft
Eric Peterson, Mike McFeely




Best Use of Social Media: Multi-Day Division

® First Place

= Dickinson Press
See what yvou've been missing
Jenn Binstock




BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Overall Design

Excellence




Qverall Design Excellence: Small Weeklies

® Third Place

®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
Overall Design Excellence entry
Lesa Van Camp
® Second Place
= Bowbells, Burke County Tribune
Overall Design Excellence entry
Lyann Olson




Qverall Design Excellence: Small Weeklies

@ First Place

i = Finley, Steele County Press

i
VOLUME 172

Overall Design Excellence entry
JR LUMMUISE L 5 i & Staff

ks
erabmdcity, 0w ST
poard that

Grant provides opportunity for

Y oo coryifBs

ND adults to 8CCesS SR
e %

v andiim f
(hristian has PoGIIT 1
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Ouverall Design Excellence: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Third Place

= New Rockford Transcript
Overall Design Excellence entry
Transcript staff
® Second Place
= Hillsboro Banner

Overall Design Excellence entry
Cole Short, Cory Erickson




@ First Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Overall Design Excellence entry
Tioga Tribune Staff

cant seats

advisory boards ilVa




Qverall Design Excellence: Large Weeklies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Overall Design Excellence entry
Staff
© Third Place
= Crosby, The Journal
Overall Design Excellence entry
Journal Publishing Staff
® Second Place
= Garrison, McLean County Independent

Overall Design Excellence entry
Staff




=== QO Fi

—— First Place
site O sia e’'s

first unmanned o Watford City,

drone operat_ion

Hadar system 2t Watiord aipert

wm""f’rmamnswm MCKenZie County Farmer

Overall Design Excellence entry

McKenzie County Farmer Staff

Alexander grad plays role in
cloning of plack-footed ferret

Farrst is first clond of an LS. sndangered Species

s e

| Two pull elk shot near Keene
sking for : BP0

ame and Fish asking pwlt.shsfph findling par




QOuverall Design Excellence: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun
Overall Design Excellence entry
The Jamestown Sun Staff
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@ First Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Overall Design Excellence entry
Daily News staff

plans
e




Ouverall Design Excellence: Large Multi-Dailies

© Third Place
®* Grand Forks Herald
Overall Design Excellence entry
Staff

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Overall Design Excellence entry
Forum staff




@ First Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Overall Design Excellence entry
Staff
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BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Photographvy




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

News Photo




.., [News Photo: Small Weeklies

© Third Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
'A total loss'
Tris Anderson
® Second Place
" New Town News
Apartment Fire
Jerry Kram




., News Photo: Small Weeklies

@ First Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Young Heroes
Larry Biri




___ News Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

©® Honorable Mention

= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Vaccinations begin
Erik Gjovik
© Third Place
®* Tioga Tribune
Sons of Liberty vaccine protest
Jacob Orledge
® Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Dakota Natural Gas ribbon cutting
Cole Short




U o b P AL e Y M M i e s e M i B e s Buston o pan of 2 drive-by pariwde organized by Simomar's grambon. Crane
Ko, Cut. . Srmoneon, who btied Ginoe for I past yeal 51 3 het, dhed Satunday o the age 5!

SMALL-TOWN SALUTE

Buxton man honored by friends, family with parade before his death

Chance Koloch didn’s keow what to oxpect when he set up o parade on short notice in Beseon on Thursday, Oct 7. Al the
8- vear-obd hoped for was 1o give his grandiatber one list smike

Mo Simonson, a loaglime Buxton readent and diesel mechanic with Gowan Construction in Ciramd Forks, had been fucing
am uphill battle. Waging o oourageoss war with kideey cancer for nearly o year aml a hall, the 68-year-old collapsed i lae Sep-
tember while st an immanotherpy treatmen

O Thursehay, Ot 7, peole
Ninend ps o bliocks in @ sbow
al solidanty .
Roughl;
vinksge pickupe, ca
twreycles - h-uhd
wem on a hunt h vied
e g the ncwn.” K Engines
m s his e could  and bamed

smmitics (et 4 nithi 4 simple
o give v grandgm one
Rast wallti with & chavsic e ait
e nothuast of Buxton

il was i gar gy v Harsid the Iroswt, 063L B hin
whde life widn, Sudie, Miko had

He'd peovicunly wored

i Afcbory
be Ly geopped i in
|..—.p-u| B, poerting and
Kioboch kiew sewing wome ch
Fearicsrmctionat s It g st
Mak's dlay

1 taflied 10 8 fiw guys hece oo the classic cany 2d ucks
aned there, and then 1 posted on s lhey drove by
Facebosk 13 a couple of thise Has e tc with
For-sae wites, and it got shared  Chowan Comtroction, affee-
ke 180 times,” Foboch said

The community responded  SIMONSON

s ey sanll s can Comtrmaid on page 7

@ First Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Small-town salute
Cory Erickson




__. News Photo: Large Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
= Crosby, The Journal
Tuftedal lot cleaned up
Cecile Wehrman
® Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Canadian truckers getting vaccinated
Larry Biri
® Second Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

Badlands fire contained
Neal A. Shipman




__. News Photo: Large Weeklies

@ First Place

= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Bo Carrier - jail escapee
Chelsea Wysocki




___News Photo: Small Multi-Dailies __

@ Third Place

= Jamestown Sun
Adding up grass fire
John Steiner

@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun

Jamestown Rural Fire seeing
record number of calls

Kathy Steiner




First Place

® Dickinson Press

Brush ignites equipment on
Dickinson property during dry spell
Jackie Jahfetson




___News Photo: Large Multi-Dailies __

¥ Honorable Mention
®* Grand Forks Herald
Veterans Park wall
Eric Hylden
© Third Place
= Bismarck Tribune
"We the People" rally
Mike McCleary
® Second Place
®= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Bidding farewell to a friend
David Samson




® First Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

Larry Evans sentencing
Michael Vosburg




BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Spot News




. Spot News Photo: Small Weeklies

® Third Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
Freezing fishing on Lake Elsie
Tris Anderson
® Second Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press
Smashed Potatoes
Larry Biri




® First Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press
Off Track
Allison Olimb




___Spot News Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Third Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Big fire south of Beaver Bay
Jacob Orledge
® Second Place
= New Rockford Transcript
Bale blaze
Amy Wobbema




‘iSpot News Photo: Mid-Size Weekliesg

?® First Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent

Fire destroys barns at Bordulac farm
Erik Gjovik




___ Spot News Photo: Large Weeklies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Badlands ablaze
Danielle Brothers
© Third Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Fatal accident
Neal A. Shipman
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Rick Bever holding ceiling tile
Larry Biri




First Place

® Crosby, The Journal

Hosing the line
Brad Nygaard




___Spot News Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Rollover accident
Audra Anderson
® Second Place
= Jamestown Sun
Dumpster fire
John Steiner




First Place
= Williston Herald

Firefighters battle house fire
along 9th Ave West in Williston

Mitch Melberg




o Spot News Photo: Large Multi-Dailies .

© Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Man drives burning van
Michael Vosburg

® Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Officers take aim
David Samson

@ Second Place
= Bismarck Tribune

Cattle rollover
Mike McCleary




First Place
®» Grand Forks Herald
UND plane crash
Eric Hylden




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Feature Photo




__ Feature Photo: Small Weeklies

® Third Place

= Central McLean News-Journal
Brightening up downtown
Alyssa Meier

® Second Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

Return of County Fair:
Stella bubbles with excitement

Larry Biri




First Place

= Park River,
Walsh County Press

HS Principal Laxdal
good sport in dunk tank

Allison Olimb




___ Feature Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies __

@ Third Place

= Hillsboro Banner
First day of school
Alyssa Short
® Second Place
= Hillsboro Banner

Jeremy Billings in 5K
Cole Short




First Place

= Harvey, The Herald Press

The work was worth it
Neil O. Nelson




___Feature Photo: Large Weeklies __

© Honorable Mention
®» Grafton, Walsh County Record
George Walstad
Larry Biri
© Third Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

County Fair draws record crowd
Neal A. Shipman

® Second Place
®» Grafton, Walsh County Record
Grandma D - ND oldest resident
Chelsea Wysocki




® First Place
= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Round 'Em Up
Lisa Plath




___Feature Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

® Third Place
= Jamestown Sun
Best birds
John Steiner

@ Second Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Jazz concert held for Marshall,
late musician and bandleader

Frank Stanko




@ First Place

= Dickinson Press
Spider-Man
Jackie Jahfetson




___Feature Photo: Large Multi-Dailies .

@ Honorable Mention
= Bismarck Tribune

Porcupine munching
Jack Dura

@ Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Ice-cold beats
Michael Vosburg

® Second Place
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Paving homage to the fallen
David Samson




Feature Photo: Large Muilti-Dailies

® First Place
®» Grand Forks Herald
Weather wins
Nick Nelson




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Sports Photo




., oports Photo: Small Weeklies

® Third Place
= Bowbells, Burke County Tribune
Fired Up Fredrickson
Roberta Helseth
® Second Place

= Hankinson, News Monitor
Tigers takedown Colts 82-65
Tris Anderson




@ First Place

= Park River, Walsh County Press

PR Pirates Spoonland
catches throw behind plate

Larry Biri




___Sports Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
®* Tioga Tribune
Region baseball
Jody Michael
® Third Place

= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Pushed over
Erik Gjovik
® Second Place
= Hillsboro Banner
Preston and Gallagher handoff
Jack Short




® First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Ice Dawgs goalie photo

Kayla Morton




__ Sports Photo: Large Weeklies __.

® Honorable Mention
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
PR-F-L junior Owen Zikmund
Larry Biri
® Third Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Young boxer with a dream
Ashleigh Plemper
® Second Place
= Crosby, The Journal
DC Football
Don Anderson




First Place

= Bottineau Courant

DCB Men's Basketball
Matthew Semisch




___Sports Photo: Small Multi-Dailies__

® Third Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News
Huskies bulldoze Braves in 69-34 win
Robert Wanek Jr.
® Second Place
s Williston Herald
Covotes lose to Bismarck Century
Analicia Haynes




First Place

= Jamestown Sun

Flying high

John Steiner




__. Sports Photo: Large Multi-Dailies

¥ Honorable Mention
= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Carter Zink
Michael Vosburg

® Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Cup claimed
Alyssa Goelzer
® Second Place
®* Grand Forks Herald

Cherished win, Brandon Palm craws out of wreckage
Nick Nelson




___Sports Photo: Large Multi-Dailies

@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

Birrenkott cuts the
final strand of net

David Samson




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Picture Story




__ Picture Story: Small Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Central McLean News-Journal

Easter
Staff

@ Second Place

®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
Riverfest
Lesa Van Camp, Lyle Van Camp




® First Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press
Getting Narly in Pisek
Larry Biri, Allison Olimb




___Picture Story: Mid-Size Weeklies

® Honorable Mention

®* Tioga Tribune
Freedom Fest
Dave Tengesdal, Jacob Orledge

@ Third Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Buxton Fun Day
Cole Short

® Second Place
= Hillsboro Banner
Banner Year in Sports
Cory Erickson, Cole Short, Kayla Morton




@ First Place

=9 ® Hillsboro Banner

Hillsboro Days

Cory Erickson,
Cole Short




___Picture Story: Large Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Homefest fun
Neal A. Shipman
® Third Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Splish Splash a community blast
Jayce Schumacher
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
St. Thomas Daze
Todd Morgan




y

_Picture Story: Large Weeklies _

Dwﬂie County Fairi sreEurn isabig succe_s;; .

I (e R, | SR First Place

o o S - | Crosby, The Journal
Divide County Fair

Brad Nygaard




___ Picture Story: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Third Place

= Dickinson Press
Sold: Nearly 50 bulls auctioned
Jackie Jahfetson
® Second Place
= Jamestown Sun
Class of 2021

John Steiner




@ First Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Wahpeton woman
wins Fan Favorite at

Borderline Chalkfest
Frank Stanko




___ Picture Story: Large Multi-Dailies

@ Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
End of an era
Michael Vosburg

® Second Place
®» Grand Forks Herald
Another field of dreams
Nick Nelson




as | THE BALK PAGE 1

FM Pride wraps up with loud and proud parade
i . [ =y v

@ First Place

®* Fargo, The Forum
of Fargo-Moorhead

FM Pride wraps up with a
loud and proud parade

Alyssa Goelzer

Raise®@level PR
: jarRISE
cretess @3.?50._5937

www.PolarRise.com

Concrete Lifting + Void Filling
Slab Stabilization




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Pictorial Photo




__, Pictorial Photo: Small Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Central McLean News-Journal
Brightening up downtown
Alyssa Meier

@ Second Place
= Central McLean News-Journal

Memorial Day
Staff




___ Pictorial Photo: Small Weeklies

? First Place

= Park River, Walsh County Press
'Knocking Down' Hunger

Larry Biri




___Pictorial Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Third Place

= New Rockford Transcript

Fireworks over New Rockford
Amy Wobbema

@ Second Place
®* Tioga Tribune

Sun sets on Signal Road

Jacob Orledge




First Place
= Carrington, Foster County Independent
Legends of the Fall
Erik Gjovik




___ Pictorial Photo: Large Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Frosty Friday
Megan Nicklay
® Third Place
s Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer

Scratching an itch
Neal A. Shipman
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Seeing triple
Chelsea Wysocki




Pictorial Photo: Large Weeklies

First Place

® Crosby, The Journal

Some areas now high and dry
Brad Nygaard




___Pictorial Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Third Place

= Jamestown Sun
Snow flurries and geese
John Steiner

@ Second Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Wilkin County Fair-A pink moon rises
behind the ferris wheel

Audra Anderson




__Pictorial Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

@ First Place

= Dickinson Press

What vou should know
about ND hunter
safety courses

' Josiah C. Cuellar




___Pictorial Photo: Large Multi-Dailies

® Third Place
®* Grand Forks Herald
Smoky haze from Canadian fires
Brad Dokken

@ Second Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Rainy reprieve
David Samson




___Pictorial Photo: Large Multi-Dailies

® First Place
= Bismarck Tribune
Frost
Mike McCleary




BETVER NESPAPER CONTEST

Portrait Photo




__ Portrait Photo: Small Weeklies

® Honorable Mention
= Hankinson, News Monitor

Young and restless
Robert Wanek Jr.
® Third Place
= Central McLean News-Journal
Brightening up downtown
Alyssa Meier
® Second Place
®* Drayton, Valley News & Views
Jason and Berklee Melland
Lesa Van Camp




. Portrait Photo: Small Weeklies

® First Place

= Park River, Walsh County Press

Rev. Lefor force behind
Nepomuk Narly Gravel
Grinder

Larry Biri




___ Portrait Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Third Place

®* Tioga Tribune
Student scientist
Jacob Orledge
® Second Place

" Tioga Tribune
Little girls with a candy cane
Dave Tengesdal




___ Portrait Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Aubree Nelson and flowers

Cory Erickson




___Portrait Photo: Large Weeklies .

® Third Place
= Crosby, The Journal

New pioneers
Brad Nygaard
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record
Reflections Sunset Home
Larry Biri




First Place
® Grafton, Walsh County Record
In loving memory
Chelsea Wysocki




___ Portrait Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Brittney Neumann
Audra Anderson
® Second Place
= Jamestown Sun
Birds fly
John Steiner




® First Place
= Wahpeton, Daily News

Surprise anniversary
caravan Sunday for
Wahpeton couple

e Frank Stanko




___Portrait Photo: Large Multi-Dailies

® Third Place
= Grand Forks Herald
Combat Cardio
Nick Nelson
® Second Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Raymond Voegele
Mike McCleary




___Portrait Photo: Large Multi-Dailies .

@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Monarch mama
David Samson
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Agricultural Photo




___Agricultural Photo: Small Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Central McLean News-Journal
Goats and good books
Alyssa Meier

@ Second Place
= Hankinson, News Monitor

Sugar beet harvest: Tradition endures
Robert Wanek Jr.




@ First Place
= Park River, Walsh County Press

May showers bring relief
Larry Biri

May showers bring relief




__ Agricultural Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies_

o
(AL 2

@ Third Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Plowing into the past
Cole Short

@ Second Place

= Hillsboro Banner
Hung out too dry
Cory Erickson




__ Agricultural Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies
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@ First Place

= Carrington, Foster
County Independent

LegenDairy IV
= Erik Gjovik
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___Agricultural Photo: Large Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Watford City, McKenzie County Farmer
Planting in drought conditions
Neal A. Shipman

@ Second Place
® Crosby, The Journal

No pictures, please
Brad Nygaard




@ First Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Brad Brummond looks
at dying roots

Larry Biri




Agricultural Photo: Small Multi-Dailies
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©® Honorable Mention
= Dickinson Press

Celebrating independence with
50th Roughrider Days

Jackie Jahfetson

@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Keeping the faith out in the fields
Frank Stanko

@ Second Place

= Jamestown Sun
Cold snap (top)
John Steiner




__Agricultural Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

® First Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News
Risks and rewards
Audra Anderson
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__Agricultural Photo: Large Multi-Dailies
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@ Third Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

How to start flower and
vegetable seeds indoors

Alyssa Goelzer
@ Second Place
= Grand Forks Herald

The sky was full of grasshoppers,
photo of man in grain bin

Eric Hylden




@ First Place
= Bismarck Tribune
Drought
Mike McCleary




BETTER BSPIPRS CONTEST

Outdoor Recreation




Outdoor Recreation Photo: Small Weeklies

@ Third Place

= Drayton, Valley News & Views
Family time at the pool
Caity Ryan
® Second Place
® New Town News

Saddle Bronc
Jerry Kram




Outdoor Recreation Photo: Small Weeklies
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@ First Place

= Park River, Walsh County Press
Summer Vibes: Some love to fish

Larry Biri




Outdoor Recreation Photo: Mid-Size Weeklies

@ Third Place

= New Rockford Transcript

Diving into summer
Amy Wobbema

@ Second Place

" Tioga Tribune
Making 5K's gnarly again
Jacob Orledge




? First Place

= Hillsboro Banner

Jeremy Billings in 5K
Cole Short




Outdoor Recreation Photo: Large Weeklies

@ Third Place

= (Casselton, Cass County Reporter
Change is in the Air
Angela Kolden
® Second Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Putting green celebration
Chelsea Wysocki




Outdoor Recreation Photo: Large Weeklies

@ First Place
= Grafton, Walsh County Record

Macy Jelinek - Fordville Hill Climb
Larry Biri




Outdoor Recreation Photo: Small Multi-Dailies

® Honorable Mention

= Wahpeton, Daily News
These runners weren't bothered by the rain.
Audra Anderson

@ Third Place

= Wahpeton, Daily News

Abercrombie Fire and Rescue
supported by Aber Day rodeo

Frank Stanko
® Second Place
= Jamestown Sun
Frosty walk
John Steiner




_ O___utdoor Recreation Photo: Small Multi-Daili_es

@ First Place
= Williston Herald
Play Ball
Analicia Haynes
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Outdoor Recreation Photo: Large Multi-Dailies

©® Honorable Mention

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
A cross country skier
David Samson

@ Third Place

= Bismarck Tribune

Mule deer and hunter
Jack Dura

® Second Place
= Bismarck Tribune
Disc golf
Mike McCleary




_ O_utdoor Recreation Photo: Large Multi-Dailies
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@ First Place

= Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Dancing in the fountain
Michael Vosburg







Photo of the Year: Multi-Day Division

® Fargo, The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead
Birrenkott cuts the final strand of net
David Samson




Photo of the Year: Weekly Division

@ Park River, Walsh County Press

Young Heroes
Larry Biri




Be sure not to miss the . . .

Speczal Awards ¢ r

Banquet

e 5:45 pm: Past Presidents’ Social * 5:50 pm: Annual Group Photo

* 6:30 pm: Banquet, Special Acknowledgements & Special Awards
Rookie Reporter, Public Notice Journalism, Community Service, First Amendment,
General Excellence, & Sweepstakes

* 9:00 pm: Hospitality lounge & 50/50 Raffle downstairs after awards

136th Annual Convention
May 5-7, 2022 - Bismarck, ND

NORTH DAKOTA NEWSPAPER ASSO(IATION #NDNAawards




